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THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANSPRIVATE 


INTRODUCTION

LESSON: NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal-01a 2007.doc
INTRODUCTION:
1. The earliest inspired Epistle written by the Apostle Paul.  

a. Written right after Paul's first missionary journey during which he traveled through the cities of southern Asia Minor, his home town area, with Barnabas.

b. Written from Antioch of Syria, the first Gentile church

c. Written about AD 48 just after to the Jerusalem council of Acts, Chapter 15

2. The people of southern Galatia were ancestors of a war like people who came from Gaul, France, to fight for the Roman Empire.

a. True Gentiles with little or no Jewish background

b. A very strong and warlike people, very independent.

Yet they were persuaded by the legalistic Judiazers who attempted to influence them with works of the O.T. Law

c. Included the cities of Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and the other Antioch (of Pisidian) See Map
3. PURPOSE OF THE LETTER:  Called the Magna Charta of Christian Liberty.

These six chapters blaze an attack on anyone who would attempt to put believers into legalistic bonds

Galatians 3:3  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?

PRINCIPLE:  It is sometimes necessary for a communicator of Divine truth to attack error in order to preserve that truth

II Timothy 3:16-17  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

4. During the reformation this became Martin Luther's favorite epistle.  He used it to show the error of the established church in promoting legalism rather than promoting the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

PRINCIPLE:  Legalism is the fertile ground for arrogance.  Any harboring of legalism in the believer's life will be a roadblock to spiritual growth.

GALATIANS 1:1-5  The Greeting:  Formal and Cool:
The usual greeting of praise and thanksgiving is absent from this epistle.  The formality is in marked contrast to the warmth of Paul's greeting in other Epistle.


REASON:  He is very disturbed at what he has been hearing about with these Galatian believers

v 1  Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)

PAUL or PAULOS in the G.N.T. , this was Paul's Gentile name.  Not a special Christian name.

Paul was a Jew of Tarsus born to parents who were Jews and Roman Citizens.  He had both a Hebrew and Roman name:


HEBREW NAME:  Saul ben (son of)          (Dad's name, Fred??)

GENTILE NAME:  Paul Saul Benjamin (His tribe)

Contrast is seen in that while he could have used the name Saul he did not.  Means asked for one while the name Paul means little or insignificant.

AN APOSTLE:  Designates his gift and his office.


APOSTOLOS , Sent From

Highest ranking admiral in the Greek navy.  Able to sign treaties and agreements in the name of the king

Paul adds the source of his apostleship:

The Judiazers slandered Paul and did so by claiming that since he was not one of the original twelve he had no real authority.

a. Apostles to Israel:  The Eleven
b. Apostles to the Church:  Some of the Eleven and at least six others, including Paul.  There were many apostles to the church in those early decades of Christianity.

Not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead.


Should read Not from men or through men, but . . .
PRINCIPLE:  Man has no part in the giving of spiritual gifts.  Man may recognize a gift and appoint to an office but the gift is given by God.

Paul mentions the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He knows that God is so great that he could raise Jesus from the dead and thus, he can raise Paul from the dirt and make him an apostle.  Total Grace Situation.

v 2   Recipients of the Epistle:  and all the brethren who are with me, to the churches of Galatia:
Churches (note the plural) of Galatia.  The believers of Antioch greet theses believers of these churches  [See Map]
v 3   Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ.

Grace is CHARIS , The divine system in which God treats us in grace.


With grace comes PEACE which is EIRENE , the English name Irean.

Always means peace as a result of victory and here the victory is the victory of grace in Jesus Christ

This grace and peace is from, APO , the ultimate source which is God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.


THE DIVINE FORMULAR OF PEACE:


1st  Grace from God, utilizing all the grace assets that we have in the C.W.L.


2nd  Peace under three categories:


Romans 5:1

Peace with God in Reconciliation


Galatians 1:3

Peace that comes from God


Philippians 4:7-8
Sharing the very peace of God

v 4   who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,
The WHO refers to our Lord Jesus Christ

Gave Him on behalf of our sins.  The preposition is UPER , substitution.  He died in our place.

So as he might deliver us out of this present evil age according to the will of God our Father.


For EVIL Paul uses the word PONEROS rather than KAKOS.

PONEROS emphasizes the evil system of Satan.  Legalism is part of PONEROS although it can appear to be good.

PRINCIPLE:  It takes doctrine to distinguish what may appear to be good (but is really evil KAKOS) but is really part of Satan's evil system (PONEROS).

PAUL IS SO repulsed by legalism that he puts it right where it belongs, as a part of Satan's evil system.

It is:   According to the will of God our Father that believers then and now avoid the trap of legalism.

v 5  To whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

A doxology that closes out the greeting:  Glory is DOXA , which means honor, respect, glory, and to hold in awe.

For ever and ever:  Unto the ages of the ages:  Idiom which means never ceasing.

There will never be a time when God is not worthy of receiving all honor, glory, praise.

AMEN  . . . of a truth.

NOW PAUL STATES THE PROBLEM:

First, let's look at an outline of the Epistle:

Gal 1:1-5

Greeting

Gal 1:6-9

Statement of the Problem

Gal 1:10-2:14

Personal:  Defense of Apostleship

Gal 2:15-4:31

Doctrinal:  Justification and Sanctification by faith alone

Gal 5:1-6:10

Practical:  Liberty and Justification by faith

Gal 6:11-18

Conclusion

THREE MAIN PARTS:  Personal, Doctrinal, Practical



