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GALATIANS, CHAPTER TWOPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Galatians 2007\Gal 02d.doc

INTRODUCTION:

Charles Ryrie:  Imagine a man before a judge who has been given the choice of paying $100 or serving 90 days in jail. The man doesn’t have any money, but does have an invalid wife and five hungry children at home who are depending on him and him alone. He tells such a heartrending story that the courtroom spectators are moved with pity and take up a collection to help pay the man’s fine. Although it is unlike him, even the judge chips in. Altogether they raise $99.95. Even though they are only five cents short, the judge declares that the entire $100 must be paid, and orders the bailiff to take the man to jail. He dejectedly walks out of the courtroom, thrusting his hands deep into his pockets...where he finds—A nickel! Elated, he rushes back into the courtroom and slaps it on the bar before the judge, declaring I’m free, I’m free! In his mind, what saved him? The $99.95, or the five cents? 

Here is the point:  If we did anything to merit our salvation, we would be forever boasting about it in heaven. The fact is that we could do nothing, so Jesus paid it all. 
In justification we see that our salvation is totally, the word of God.
OPEN YOUR BIBLE TO GALATIANS CHAPTER TWO, v 16 
Paul uses the conflict with Peter to establish the Theological basis for the freedom from the Law believers enjoy:

v 16    nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.

JUSTIFICATION:  The judicial act of God in which He declares the believing sinner to be righteous as a result of Christ's death on the Cross.

It is judicial and not experiential; it involves the work of Christ and its acceptance by the Father and the faith in it by the believing sinner.

[Own Notes:  Justification 02.doc]


RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION:

1. We are made a new creation, II Corinthians 5:17-18

2. We are made the +R of God, II Corinthians 5:21

3. We are positionally perfect forever, Hebrews 10:14

4. We are made the fullness of Christ, Colossians 2:9-10

AND YOU CAN NOT HAVE THAT THROUGH WORKS!

Peter knew this both doctrinally and by way of application but he did not apply it in this situation in Antioch.

PRINCIPLE:  Learning doctrine is half the battle, applying doctrine is the other half.

v 17  But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be!
Paul is laying a logical trap for Peter or anyone who would play with legalism.  If he was right to go back to the Law now, then he was wrong in Caesarea and in Jerusalem when he lived under grace.

If he is right to live in grace, then he is wrong now.

Peter is wrong either then or now, Paul asks: Which is it?

But if (1st cc) seeking to be justified (by law and works) in Christ,  we ourselves have also been found sinners (but the whole premise is wrong)
Found sinners by going back to the law which describes our sin.

Then is Christ a minister of sin?  May it not be.

PRINCIPLE:  Whenever a believer goes back to the law he says the Cross was not adequate and that Christ needs the help of the Law.

A logical conclusion from a false premise.  If we are justified by works then the Cross did not work and Christ is an instigator of sins.

v 18   For (you see) if (1st cc) I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor.
While Paul speaks hypothetically, this has direct application to Peter.  The Law was a wall between Jews and Gentiles.

Ephesians 2:14  For he (Jesus Christ) is our peace, who hath made both (Jew and Gentile) one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.
And now as a transgressor of what Jesus Christ has done, Peter put the wall back up.

v 19  For (you see that)  through the Law I died to the Law, that I might live to God.
Paul was a legal scholar of Israel as an unbeliever and he knew the Law and his knowledge told him the Law could not save only point a convicting finger at the sinner.

ILLUSTRATION:  Go into the bathroom, look in the mirror and see a dirty face.  Take the mirror off the wall and wash your face with it . . . doesn’t work.

The Law is like a mirror.  In order that that I might live to God.
PRINCIPLE:  You can not have it both ways.  You can not live with the Law and live with Grace.  You can not live unto the Law and live unto God . . . what will it be.

ILLUSTRATION:  For a believer to live under the law is living under that which is dead.  It is like a man who woke up in a coffin with a lily in his hand and asks:  If I am alive, what am I doing here?  And if I am dead, why do I have to go to the bathroom?
Well Paul was alive unto God and he was not about to climb back into the coffin of the Law:

v 20  When did this death to the Law occur and what does it mean now?  I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.
ANSWER:  I am co-crucified with Christ.

In Romans Chapter 6, Paul will use the same argument for being dead to sin.  Here he is teaching that we are dead to the law because we were co-crucified with Christ.

Romans 6:6  I  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  

PRINCIPLE:  At the Cross Jesus fulfilled the Law and then died to the Law.  He paid the price of spiritual death for sin once and for all.  Now, for us being in Christ means no justification by the Law and no bondage to sin.

Whenever we go back to the bondage of sin or the bondage of the law we are saying the Cross did not work

Yet even being crucified with Christ we are still alive:

And it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.
Two aorist participles precede the main verb:


The Son of God, who loved me

And delivered Himself up for me
AND THEN:  I live by faith

But it is Christ who lives in me conforming me to his image.

I live by faith in the Son of God:  Important grammar here.  I live by faith in . . . 

The preposition translated in is not there. We have instead a genitive of possession that reads in the Greek text I live by the faith of the Son of God. 
This is one place the KJV translators got it right:  I live by the faith of the Son of God
But the New KJV fell in line with everyone else and made it a prepositional phrase which it is not.

NOW what is the faith of the Son of God?  It was a life of faith lived by trusting the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.

And Jesus Christ is our example of this:  Hebrews 12:2-3   fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.
And what was the faith of our Lord during his life on earth?  It was a faith in the Holy Spirit to lead him and to sustain him in his ministry.  
v 21  Paul's conclusion:   I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.
Others do, but Paul took a firm stand in Grace rejecting any idea of justification by means of the law or by means of works.

Then he puts together a logical argument using a 1st cc if.  
If the first statement is true, then the second truth must follow.  Prodisis + Aprodisis argument.

For you see, if righteousness comes through the law . . . Then Christ died needlessly.
PRINCIPLE:  Works of law for justification means that there was no reason for the Cross on which our Savior died.

NOTICE:  Paul now uses the term righteousness as a synonym for Justification, because at salvation we are justified and we receive the +R of God.

SUMMARY OF PAUL'S PERSONAL ARGUMENT IN GALATIANS:

1. Remember what he is arguing against.  The Judiazers who have brought the bondage of Jewish Law to the Gentile believers of Galatia.

2. These legalists have denied Paul's authority and apostleship


3. So he establishes his authority in Jesus Christ

4. He tells of his relationship to the Lord, to the other apostles, and to Peter (who was well known by the churches)

5. He is very firm regarding the intrusion of the Judiazers on the Gentile believers because it was resulting in:

a. A breaking off of fellowship between Jews and Gentiles

b. The establishment of second class believers with a disregard of equal privilege and equal opportunity

c. A false superiority of a select group of believers based upon works

d. And most important, a rejection of the grace of God that was established at the Cross when Jesus Christ took our sins upon himself and was judged.

6. And for those who push legalism upon young grace believer he gave no quarters, would not even submit to them for an hour

Now in Chapter 3 he is going to argue from the salvation by Grace and Faith + nothing experience of the Galatian Believers to the Doctrine of the Life of Grace and Faith + nothing.




