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GALATIANS CHAPTER THREEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal 2007\Gal-03a 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:
Mark Twain said:  Many a man complains he is being made a fool, when he is really only being exposed as a fool.
Such was the case with the believers of Galatia.  Paul calls them what their foolishness has exposed them to be . . . fools.

Paul is going to get very personal with these believers in Galatians 3:1-5.  He is going to ask them a series of questions to which the answers will force them to realize they are going about the C.W.L. all wrong.

Galatians 3:1-5    The Questions that demand answers:
v 1   Paul uses An-a-coe-no-sis, or common cause reasoning: You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?
The Common Cause is that they do not want to be fools nor does Paul want them to be fools. So this is an appeal to a common interest.

O foolish Galatians 
 The O is a definite article in the vocative, a shout

The word foolish is , from the word  negated.  Thus, not using the mind.


In Titus 3:3 and I Timothy 6:9 it is associated with evil desire or lusts.


PRINCIPLE:  Falling into legalism is in the same pit as evil desire and lust.  


Neither takes much thinking or use of reason


Often this word is translated Unwise, thus not applying the truth in wisdom.


Not as strong as , which our Lord often used to describe those too far gone to even come back to straight thinking.


Here, the Galatians are salvageable in their foolishness

Who has bewitched you.
A verb in the aorist, active, indicative.  Point of time bewitchment.


BAS-KAINO , means to bring evil on a person by false praise, to mislead others by charm.


Thus, they were lead into false doctrine and legalism by specific points of false praise.

This is a very old word that referred to people who had what was called the evil eye.  A person with the evil eye could look at you and praise you and you would come under their spell.  Thus, old Greek women would spit in a child's face when complimenting them.

The mode of Bewitchment is PRAISE:

1. We love praise, men seek it, some market it, and others use it to get what they want.

2. But praise can cause arrogance and arrogance shuts down perception and wisdom
3. To buy into the flattery others give you causes arrogance and eliminates humility
4. What I want you to see is that some people are very skilled at using praise to pull you into their trap and this is not just the UB but the Believer also . . . Thus, Beware.

The Phase (KJV): That you should not obey the truth. Is not in the original text.

Before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you.

Having been crucified is a perfect, passive, participle


PRINCIPLE:  Christ was crucified in the past but the results come all the up to the present.

Of course these Gentile believers were not present at the crucifixion, yet Paul and others had taught them about the Cross to the point that events of the Cross was set before their very eyes.


The verb having been evidently set forth, is  +  which meant to write up in public and was used to describe all public notices and proclamations in which the validity of the facts are proclaimed.



Like legal notices in the newspaper today.  Set forth for all to examine.


APPLICATION:  Their eyes should have been on Jesus Christ and what he accomplished at the Cross.

REMEMBER Galatians 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel.
They took their eyes off Jesus Christ and were lead astray by the legalists into a system of works.

PRINCIPLE:  Distraction in the plan of God is taking your eyes off Jesus Christ, the one who has done everything for you, and putting them on things.  Whether they be things of the world, things of ideology, even things of doctrine divorced from the person and work of our Savior. 

APPLICATION:  If you keep looking to Jesus Christ as the author and finisher of your faith, you will have the attitude of gratitude that will lead you into more and more grace.

The most intricate doctrines find their balance and clarity in the person and work of Christ

v 2   THEREFORE:  Paul must refocus their attention upon Christ and the ministry of the Spirit to the believers of this age.

This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?

This only I wish to learn from you:

Paul brings the whole issue down to a single question.

Did you receive the Spirit (God the Holy Spirit) by works of law or by hearing of faith.

NOTICE:  That throughout Galatians, Paul refers the law with the anathous noun, not The Law, but law.  This is because the Judiazers, while requiring the Gentile Christians to observe the Mosaic Law were also tossing in the rabbinical traditions and laws. They went beyond the M.L.



PRINCIPLE:  They added to what God had established which is just as bad as taking away.

RECEIVE is a past aorist tense which looks back to Salvation at which time God did 40 things for them of which one was the indwelling of God the Spirit and the F/HS.

Salivation is a dependence upon Jesus Christ in which the Holy Spirit does the work in two parts so that the believing sinner can have Faith in Christ unto Salvation.  It is the H.S. who convicts the sinner and it is the Holy Sspirit who allows the gospel to be understood.  
The C.W.L. is a dependence upon the Holy Spirit in which Jesus Christ has done the work that allows the believer to be controlled or F/HS and then to grow in grace in the Plan of God.  Our Divine operating assets are secured for us by Christ and experience in the power of the Spirit.

Since Paul is looking at the legalism that has crept into the C.W.L. in these believers, his emphasis is going to be on the receiving of the Spirit.  How was that accomplished?
NOT BY WORKS OF LAW:  One common point for all believers is salvation.  At that moment all believers were Grace oriented.  May be the first and last time for some, but that is a common basis.


In that moment of salvation the believing sinner was without arrogance, without works of the flesh, without legalism, and totally G/O knowing that he was totally depraved and in need of a Savior.  


Paul says let's go back to a time when you were G/O and go from there.




