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GALATIANS CHAPTER THREEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal 2007\Gal-03c 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:
There are a number of good definitions of faith:
Augustine:  Faith is to believe what we do not see; and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe
Martin Luther:  God our Father has made all things depend on faith so that whoever has faith will have everything, and whoever does not have faith will have nothing.
Thomas Aquinas:   Faith has to do with things that are not seen and hope with things that are not at hand.
E. Stanley Jones:   Faith is not merely your holding on to God, it is God holding on to you. He will not let you go!  

Paul is going to describe and illustrate faith in the passage before us in Galatians, chapter three
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS, CHAPTER TWO, v 6
Galatians 3:6-4:31  The Doctrinal Portion which Discusses the purpose of the Old Testament Law:

Galatians 3:6-16  Before the Law, Abraham Lived by Faith:
Abraham is used in the N.T. epistles as an example of our life of faith.  Abraham was the physical father of Israel by procreation.  He is the Spiritual Father of us by way of faith.  As he was justified by faith, so are we.  As he was sanctified in his spiritual walk by faith decisions, so are we.  As he anticipated by faith his ultimate glorification, so do we.

Romans 4:1-4
Justification / Salvation by faith

Hebrews 11:8 
(see v 2, this is Sanctification of the Believer).  Abraham was sanctified by faith decisions and obedience

Hebrews 11:9-10
 Glorification: He looked ahead to eternity by faith

NOW WHERE DOES Galatians 3 fit in?

Actually, the argument using Abraham as an illustration follows the same pattern Paul begins with in Galatians 3.  Saved by faith (Justification) and living the spiritual life by faith (Sanctification).


Just as Abraham was a man of faith, we should be men and women of faith.

v 6  Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.
The work EVEN is which is used for an exact comparison.  Salvation never changes, it is always the same in every dispensation.
Although Abraham lived a long time ago and in a different dispensation, the God's plan was exactly the same.  We live by faith, believing God . . . His work and His word.

BELIEVED is .  The verb form of the nown , which is FAITH.

Active  is to believe which FAITH looks at that which is believed, the work and work of God.


Therefore, Abraham believed . . . he had faith in God

And this believing that Abraham did was credited to him by God for righteousness.

Remember Galatians 2:21, Paul uses RIGHTEOUSNESS and JUSTIFICATION as synonyms, two sides of the same coin

WHEN DID THIS OCCUR?

Genesis 12:1-4
Abram is obedient to God, he is a believer


Genesis 15:1-6
Abram believed God's promise of the seed who will be the Lord Jesus Christ through Isaac, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.


Genesis 14:9-f

The first sacrifice that affirmed the belief Abram had in the plan of God


Genesis 17:23

Abraham is circumcised, 13 years after the events Genesis 15 when he believed God and this non-meritorious faith was reckoned to him as righteousness.

PRINCIPLE:  Abram (Abraham after Genesis 17:5) was saved and imputed with the +R of God prior to any sacrifices and long before any circumcision.

Romans 4  Paul also uses faithful Abraham as an illustration:


v 2-3
 Restates Genesis 15:6, Galatians 3:6


v 4-8
 Quotes the grace teaching of Psalm 32


v 9-10
 The argument:  Abraham was reckoned or imputed with +R prior to circumcision

Abraham is one of the key figures in the Scriptures being mentioned 285 times with over 70 references in the New Testament

Back to Galatians 3:6

v 6   Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.
The word RIGHTEOUS is from the Greek , which means that character or quality of being right.  It is being right when equal to an established norm or standard.


Plato Republic (2.361) A righteous man is one who will not seem good, but be good.
PRINCIPLES:

1. At salvation we are imputed with the righteousness of God (Romans 5:17) and we share in Christ's righteousness in Current Positional Truth (II Corinthians 5:21).

2. God sees us being imputed with and sharing in divine righteousness as being equal to the standard of His Son.  This is completely void of human works.

3. The W.O.G. instructs us in God's righteousness.

II Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.
4. We as believers can increase in righteousness:

I Timothy 6:11  Follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 
II Corinthians 9:10  Increase the fruits of your righteousness.
5. Therefore, God declares us righteous and we can increase in righteousness when we believe Him:

How?  Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
We believe God when we have faith in Him, His Person, His word, His power, His promises, His provision.



With no works of the flesh!

v 7  Know ye then (draw a conclusion) that the ones who are out of faith, these are the sons of Abraham.
APPLICATION:  Abraham is our father because of the faith connection, not because of the circumcision connection with that Abraham shared with Israel.

PROBLEM:  When Abraham is referred to as our spiritual father after the principle of faith, some take this too far and say that the church has replaced Israel.  This is not the case.


Difference between DISPENSATIONAL and COVENANT theology.

The unconditional covenants God made with Israel, three parts of the Abrahamic Covenant including the Palestinian, Davidic, and New Covenants, are yet to be fulfilled for Israel.

Covenant theology rejects the Rapture, the Tribulation, some reject the Mill reign of Christ.  And more importantly they take a position that God rejected Israel and changed his mind transferring the unconditional promises He made to Israel to the Church. 

[Refer to the Dispensational Chart]
The true meaning of the title we have, Sons of Abraham, is in the fact that we all reside in the same system, the system of faith + nothing, in the sight of God.




