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GALATIANS CHAPTER THREEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal 2007\Gal-03o 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:

Some people follow the letter law, even for others, but to their own demise:

Professional golfer Tommy Bolt was playing in Los Angeles and had a caddy with a reputation of constant chatter. Before they teed off, Bolt told him, Don’t say a word to me. And if I ask you something, just answer yes or no.
During the round, Bolt found the ball next to a tree, where he had to hit under a branch, over a lake and onto the green. He got down on his knees and looked through the trees and sized up the shot.

What do you think?  Five-iron? he asked the caddy. 

No, Mr. Bolt, the caddy said.

What do you mean, not a five-iron? Bolt snorted Watch this shot.

The caddy rolled his eyes. No-o-o, Mr. Bolt.
But Bolt hit it and the ball stopped about two feet from the hole. He turned to his caddy, handed him the five-iron and said, Now what do you think about that? You can talk now.
Mr. Bolt, the caddy said, that wasn’t your ball.
As good as any law might be, there are times when it just doesn’t work.  And that was true even of God’s Old Testament Law.  It was designed to work for salvation or for spirituality.  Only faith can do that!
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS, CHAPTER TWO, v 12
INTRODUCTION:  Verses on our faith in the invisible God and His plan:

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the reality of things hoped for, the proof of things not seen 

John 20:29  Jesus said unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed
Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him
I Peter 1:8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory
Romans 14:23b  Whatever is not from faith is sin
v 12  Paul continues his denunciation of the law or any law as a means of living the CCL: However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM.
A direct contrast to the previous verse and the quotation of Habakkuk 2:4

The Law (with definite article, thus M.L.) is not out from faith.
Paul will soon define the Mosaic Law and give its purpose.  He begins that section at verse 17.


REMEMBER:  The M.L. was like a mirror, telling man he was in need of cleansing and not what did the cleaning.
PRINCIPLE:  The Law did not come out of faith and since faith is the system of the appropriation of God's grace, the Law cannot be a means of this appropriation.

BUT:  The one doing them will live by them.
Same principle we saw in verse 10, if you live under the law and expect the law to bring blessing, you have to live by the whole law.


And since man cannot do this, he is under a curse, verse 10.

And from our study of Isaiah 28:13 they will stumble and fall backwards and be taken captive by the very thing, the law, they are trying to do.

v 13  Here we have the great distinction in Grace vs. Legalism:  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE 
This is what Law could not do but Grace could do, redeem!
Redemption:  Three Greek words:
1. AGORAZO  :  To be purchased as a slave in the salve market but not removed.  Emphasis on the price being paid and on the fact that Christ died for the entire human race.

II Peter 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
2. EXAGORAZO :  Means to be purchased and removed from the slave market.  Looks at being redeemed from one thing to another.  From the Law to Christ.  Galatians 3:13

3. LUTROO :  Means to be bought, taken out, and then set free.  Emphasis is on the believers position in Christ as a free agent.  

Ephesians 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace. 

CURSE is the Greek :  which means to utter a denouncement.
Contrasting EV + LOGOS or BLESSING (verse 9).  Instead of being well spoken of by God because of faith, we are denounced because we tie ourselves to the Law.


BUT THE LAW BRINGS A CURSE


BUT JESUS CHRIST BECOMES A CURSE IN OUR PLACE

Then Paul goes back to the Old Testament to demonstrate that this was always the perfect plan of God.  It was God's plan that Christ would come and be a curse on the Cross, always has been his plan.

Paul quotes Deuteronomy 21:23  Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (or giblet).
In Deuteronomy 21 the context is the death penalty that was given as a result of a sin worthy of death.

Our sins, which are defined by the Law of God, are punishable by death and that death is a curse.

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  


And Jesus Christ, our Savior, became that curse when he died on the Cross.




