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GALATIANS CHAPTER THREEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal 2007\Gal-03p 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:

Last Will and Testament of Nek'ure of Egypt, son of Pharaoh, died in 2601 B.C.  the oldest know will of any kind:

It provided for the disposition of 14 towns, 2 estates; distributed to his wife, 3 children, and an unknown female. The will was carved on his tomb.  Its opening words pointed out that Nek’ure had made the decisions about his property while living upon his 2 feet and not ailing in any respect. 
Paul is going to use a metaphor to teach some important truth about faith and what we have as a result of Christ’s death for us.  Paul is going to talk about Roman Wills.
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS, CHAPTER THREE, v 13
v 13-14  With these verses, Paul begins to set up an extended metaphor:

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (Quoting Deuteronomy 21:23), in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
This is a legal metaphor that will continue through to Galatians 4:7

Paul uses death, a will, an inheritance, an heir, and the one who guards an inheritance for an under age child to describe the Old Testament Law and the giving of Grace to the true heirs of the promise.

All this is based on Roman Law.  Paul, being a Roman Citizen and, it is assumed, the heir of a wealthy Roman Estate, would have understood Roman inheritance laws.

The people of Galatia, who were under Roman rule and with some of the cities being Roman colonies, would also have understood Roman Laws of inheritance.

THE METAPHOR PRINCIPLE:

A simile looks at one thing as being similar to another.  A metaphor looks at one thing being just like another.


Simile:  We are all like sheep


Metaphor:  We are the sheep of His pasture or The Lord is my shepherd

When a metaphor is used it can greatly enhance our understanding of what the passage is teaching.  Especially when we better understand that which is referred to.  Here, Paul uses Roman Law regarding wills and inheritance as an exact equivalent to the believer's inheritance.


Galatians 3:15 to 4:7   The confirmation of a will



3:17     The ratification of a prior will 



3:20     The mediator



3:24     The guardian of an underage heir



3:29     We are sons, we are heirs



4:5     Adoption Roman style



4:7     No more servants, now sons and heirs

v 13-14  These verses begin the metaphor, although Paul laid some ground work in the previous verses that we will be going back to at the right time

At verse 13:  Paul quotes Deuteronomy 21:23 which looked at death due to sin.  Jesus Christ died on the Cross for our sins (Looks at both physical death and spiritual death).

When death occurs there is the reading of the will and the determining of the estate.  Both our law and Roman law indicated that the inheritance could not be determined until a person had died.  Death then defined the inheritance.  Prior to that it was just a promise with specifics unknown.

v 14  in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

At verse 14:  Paul gives the reading of the will.  What is the estate determined by the death of Christ?
1. That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ

2. That we might receive (at salvation) the promise of the Holy Spirit through the system of faith.

Every aspect of Grace to the child of God begins with the fact that we are indwelled with the Spirit at the moment of salvation.

Our initial responsibility in the C.W.L. is to keep admit our sins which rivets our attention onto the Cross and results through faith in the filling or control of the Holy Spirit.

v 15  Paul actually goes to the metaphor for an illustration:  Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.
Paul is now on legal ground in his explanation

v 16  Paul goes back to the initial giving of the will and testament of God. Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, And to seeds, as referring to many, but rather to one, And to your seed, that is, Christ.
He calls it a promise in verse 16 and a covenant in verse 17.  

The divine inheritance promised to Abraham's seed (the Lord Jesus Christ) and then given to Christ's heirs, which is us, is the blessing upon Gentiles and the giving of the Holy Sprit mentioned in verse 14.

This verse emphasizes that Jesus Christ alone is the seed and the heir of God. 

QUESTION:  Does that mean God had to die for Jesus to receive His inheritance, NO
1. Roman Law:  The heir was an heir even while his father was alive.  Different than American or English Law.  You can be an heir apparent or an heir presumptive but est heres viventis,  no one is an heir of the living.

Not so in Roman Law, you were an heir because of birth not death.

2. With God the Father and God the Son, both are God and share in the same attributes.  Thus the coming of Christ to mankind as man constituted the possession of the inheritance.  

God did not die but the Son fulfilled the condition of the promise, He took on a human nature and agreed to fulfill the plan of the Cross.  Thus the seed, received the promise.

3. THEREFORE:  When Christ went to the Cross he possessed the total inheritance promised to Abraham's seed.  And in His death he would will it to His heirs (see Gal 4:7).

4. The rule of Intestate Succession:  If no will, the estate goes to the physical heirs automatically.  But there is a will, anyone who lives by faith is blessed with believing Abraham (Here is your Will:  Galatians 3:8-9).

Without the faith connection, the estate of Christ would go to Israel only.  But we are heirs.

v 17-20   The supposed codicil to the promise:  The Mosaic Law:

Some would suppose that the Mosaic Law was given as a codicil to the last (first and only) will and testament made by God with Abraham's seed.

But Paul already stated in verse 15 that once a will was ratified it could not be set aside or a codicil added.

This is very different than American or English Law.  We can change our wills at will. Roman Law did not allow this without a re-ratification of the will.  Any codicil has to be mentioned in the main body of the will and re-witnessed.  

THEREFORE:  The giving of the Mosaic Law did not set aside or add to the promise given to Abraham.

A PROMISE THAT stated that Gentiles would be blessed through their association by the faith connection with the seed of Abraham, that is, the Lord Jesus Christ.

v 17  What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.
A true statement according to Roman Law.

The 430 years mentioned refer to the period of time of Egyptian bondage.  The Promise was given to Abraham, the first of the patriarchs . . . Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, then 430 years down to the time of Moses.  [See Time Line Slide]
Also slide of Exodus 12:40-41 and Genesis 15:13
