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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FOURPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIAN\Gal 04b 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:
We are going to see how Paul will warn these Galatian believers, and us, about receiving,  accepting, listening to legalism.  Paul rightly sees legalism as a threat to Grace and before the end of the Galatians Chapter Four he is going to tell them to cast out the Law and all it legalisms.
Much like the rules of St. Benedict, Sixth Century A.D.

If any pilgrim monk come from distant parts, wish as a guest to dwell in the monastery, and will be content with the customs which he finds in the place, and do not by his lavishness disturb the monastery, but is simply content with what he finds, he shall be received, for as long a time as he desires. 
If, indeed, he find fault with anything, or expose it, reasonably, and with the humility of charity, the Abbot shall discuss it prudently, lest perchance God has sent him for this very thing. 
But if he be found gossipy and con-tum-acious in the time of his sojourn as guest, not only will he not to be joined to the body of the monastery, but also it shall be said to him, that he must depart. If he does not go, let two stout monks, in the name of God, explain the matter to him. 

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER FOUR, v 3
Last Sunday we looked at a number of principles of Roman Laws of Adoption that parallel our adoptions as children of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  We ended our lesson with a quick look at the applications we can glean from these ancient laws:

APPLICATION FROM THE PRINCIPLES OF ADOPTION:
1. God, the supreme royalty of the universe, has bestowed upon you the highest honor, the honor of adoption.

2. The humanity of Christ secured the royalty of the Cross by His works, but our royalty or aristocracy is not by our works but by adoption

3. Whenever you feel down, useless, insignificant, realize God has lifted you up to a position of son, of child, of very heir of all he has

4. When others put you down, realize God has put you up.  Try looking at yourself as God looks at you . . . as an adopted child, an adult child, with all the opportunity and security that adoption can bring.

5. Be challenged and motivated by the potential of adoption but also be comforted and be made secure in this life by the fact of adoption.



And God's adoption doesn’t end just because we turn 21, it goes on and on for all eternity.

v 3   So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.
Paul is looking at adoption and asks these believers to consider the fact that prior to salvation they were in bondage, enslaved under the elements of the world.


The world elements is  which refers to order.  The U.B. is under the order of the world system.


This is the basic instinct in man that has him work for reward and expect punishment when he does wrong.
Man’s Basic Instinct is mentioned in the NT in:

Jude 10-11a   But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed. Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain . . .

Colossians 2:20-22  if  you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch! (which all refer to things destined to perish with the using)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?
WHERE DOES MAN’S basic instinct come from?
Romans 2:14-15  For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves,  in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them
The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, Satan’s Tree!
Man’s basic instinct also includes one law from God, reaping what one has sown, WHICH we do not do, we reap what God has sown in Christ

That is way we all lived prior to salvation.  And sadly, it is the way most believers continue to live their spiritual lives today
v 4   But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

This tells us what occurred to give us an option regarding the basic elements or the instinct of the world system.  We now have a choice.


Paul tells us that Christ came to earth, came to provide salvation for mankind at the Fullness of Time:


The word FULLNESS is the Greek , which refers to a period of time being fulfilled.



Paul's reference is to prophecy regarding Christ in the Old Testament


By way of application we can also note that Christ came at the perfect time not only according to prophecy but also when considering the world situation, economics and government, language, society, and in relationship to the problem of sin.


PRINCIPLE:  In all the history of world, the moment, the very second Christ came into the world was perfect

1. The Roman civilization had brought peace and a road system which facilitated travel   Peace:  Temple of Janus in Rome was closed.  

2. The Grecian civilization provided a language which was adopted as the lingua franca of the empire  

3. The Jews had proclaimed monotheism and the messianic hope in the synagogues of the Mediterranean world. 

It was then that God sent His Son,

APPLICATION:  God's perfect timing has not changed since that night in Bethlehem, that dark hour at Calvary, and the Day of Pentecost . . . we are a part of the perfect timing of God.


PAUL ADDS, Born of Woman, becoming under the Law.

This is added to make a connection with us, we too are born of woman, and we too are born under law.


Not the Mosaic Law but the legal systems of world that find their impetus in God’s OT Law.  This includes society’s  morality and laws.  We even say that our laws are based on a Judeo-Christian ethic (from the OT Law)

But as Christ is raised above his human birth and above law to a higher principle of life, so are we when we believe in Christ as our Savior.

v 5   The purpose for Christ's coming to man:  in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

REDEEM is the aorist tense of EXAGORAZO, to by and remove from the slave market.


But it is subjunctive mood indicating that not everyone will be redeemed, because some will refuse the gift of the Cross

Remember our words for redemption:  agorazo:  to be purchased but remain in the slave market.  All mankind is agorazo.  But ex+agorazo is to be bought and removed from the slave market.  Only through faith in Christ are we exagorazo.


Second purpose:  In order that we might receive the adoption of sons.

Paul goes from a third person to a first person to show intensity.



He also did this in verses 1 and 2 to show intensity


Now having studied adoption we know that this occurs at salvation and we are adopted into the aristocracy of the Royal Family.

v 6-7  Paul is going to build upon the principle of adoption:

v 6   And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Paul is looking at results:



Because we are adopted we are sons



Because we are sons we have the Holy Spirit in us




God the Holy Spirit here is referred to as the Spirit of the Son, He is also called the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Wisdom, the Spirit of the Father, the Spirit of Truth.


Romans 8:14-16  For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.   For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, Abba! Father! The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God

We cry out, ABBA FATHER.  This phase is very significant:



The word ABBA is not Greek but Aramaic and found its way into the Greek language as a very affectionate and special term for a father who was greatly loved.



In Mark 14:36 the Lord calls God ABBA FATHER


It is a term you would use for your father, your father who loves you and who you love in a very special way.


PRINCIPLE:  The fact that you can say this shows that you are part of the very close family over which God is the Father and Jesus is the uniquely born Son of the Father.


The word HEART is the KARDIA or thinking part of the soul and we call God Abba Father because we know Him to be a loving Father who cares for us.


This verse is not saying we receive Christ into our hearts for Salvation.  That is not salvation, believing in Christ is salvation, He receives us into His family when we believe.


Romans 15:7  Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.


The problem is that BELIEVING is a difficult concept to personalize and our belief must be personal belief, faith, trust.  So we use the idea of believing-receiving
v 7   Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

Paul concludes this lengthily theological section with a declaration of our position in Christ.


Paul uses a 1cc IF,  Since we are sons then we are heir of God 



HOW:  Through what God alone could do through Christ
Galatians 4:8-11

Having challenged them with the theology of their freedom in Christ, a freedom that sets them free from the bondage of sin as well as legalism, Paul now moves to the practical.

FIRST he describes their problem in verses 8-11

THE GALATIAN BELIEVERS:
Their attitude regarding legalism was progressing towards more and more legalism.  Here, in these verses Paul mentions that they were now observing certain Jewish holy days as part of a legalistic practice.  Later, in Chapter 5, he is going to hit them with the larger problem of Jewish ritual circumcision.
But at this point the Judaistic legalizes were not insisting upon these Gentile believers being circumcised, just observe a few holy days.  They were slowly yet systematically persuading them towards more and more legalism.
PROCESS OF PERSUASION:

1. Persuasion is the process by which one persons gets another to do something or think something

2. Persuasion in itself is neither good nor bad.  
Paul used it correctly in II Corinthians 5:11  Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.
And as a negative concept in Galatians 5:8  This persuasion comes not from Him who calls you.   
3. The difference between good and bad persuasion is what are you being persuaded to think or do . . . is right according to the W.O.G. or is it wrong.

4. The Judiazers were trying to persuade the Gentiles that legalism was the key to spirituality in the C.W.L.

Paul was persuading them that God's system is faith and grace.

5. The Judiazers did not walk into Galatia and immediately announce that to be truly spiritual you had to be circumcised.  They started with minor issues . . . Follow a few Holy Days, worship on Saturday, don't eat pork.

Since doing these things did nothing for the spiritual life of the Galatian believers, frustration set in.

To resolve the frustration, more and more legalisms were added.

Until finally the big one:  Be circumcised if you really want to be super spiritual.

6. Legalism does the same thing today.  It starts off small and ends up, through frustration, dominating the whole life.

As a young believer you will have problems (as a mature believer you do also).  But the young believer doesn’t have the answers so he goes to another believer for spiritual counsel.

This other believer is a legalist and is not thinking in terms of growth but in terms of doing and not doing.  So he gets the young believer to confess to him and then: 
You need to give that up for Jesus, and everything will be fine.
So a false standard and a false goal is set up in the mind of that young believer and by achieving the goal, although false, a certain sense of accomplishment and an improved self image result.  He feels good . . .

But soon it wares off.  So its back to counseling, back to let others run your life, and more and more legalism.

PRINCIPLE:  Anything short of God's plan of grace which is growing in doctrine, growing in the Word and thus getting closer and closer to Christ as a friend, never lasts.

PRINCIPLE:  The legalistic persuaders were starting off with holy days but their agenda was designed to completely enslave these Galatian believers.



