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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FOURPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIAN\Gal 04c 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:  Verses 8-11

Having challenged the Galatian believers with the theology of their freedom in Christ, a freedom that sets them free from the bondage of sin as well as legalism, Paul now moves to the practical which is the resisting of the legalism of the Judiazers.  
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER FOUR, v 8
FIRST he describes their problem in verses 8-11

v 8   However at that time (as unbelievers), when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods.
The Greek and Roman pantheon of gods as well as Emperor Worship were common place in Galatia.

Prior to believing in Christ the Galatians were slaves not only to sin, not only to law, but also to their supposed gods.

In these heathen religious practices, as with cults and pagan religions today, holy days and their observance were very important.

Paul is going to draw a connection between the holy day observance of paganism and the observance of holy days according to the legalists.

IN DOING THIS he compares the legitimate Holy Days of Israel's dispensation with pagan holidays.

He compares part of God's Law with Satanic practice

PRINCIPLE:  Just because God gives something doesn’t mean that man will be infallible in his use of it.

EXAMPLE:  The Local Church.  There are some which could be compared to pagan systems of demonic worship.  Revelation 17, the Great Whore is a church.

Paul sees nothing wrong with comparing O.T. law applied at the wrong time, wrong place, wrong way, with a pagan demonic system.

PRINCIPLE:  What's in a name?  Nothing if it is misused and abused.  
Matthew 24:5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
v 9   But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?
This is really a cut down.  They should by now be maturing enough that they know God, but they don't.  Instead they are know by God but the relationship is not mutual.

I Thessalonians 4:5 it is the UB who does not know God

Whereas in I John 4:2 and 5:19 the believer is to know God

FURTHERMORE they think they are going off to something new, but it is not new at all. Just the same old paganism or thinking one day is holy and one day is not.

how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things
We saw the word ELEMENTS back in verse 3 and observed that it was the Greek word STOIXEIA  
A bit more on this word:  It was also used for a measuring rod or ruler.  Thus, the world’s standard or measuring rod.  Not God's.  Furthermore it is a weak and poor measuring rod.  A tape that is 1/2 off is bad

Colossians 2:8  See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.
Colossians 2:20  If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees . . . 
PRINCIPLE:  The measuring rod or standard for UB man is the standard of reward for good deeds and punishment for bad which is the foundation of legalism and is an enemy of grace. 
v 10  And here is what they were doing:  You observe days and months and seasons and years.
These days, months, seasons, and years are part of the Jewish religious calendar.  The feast and holy days of Israel that were all given as part of the O.T. Law and had a two fold purpose:

1. As part of the Law they were intended to require by Law religious observance.

This was part of holding the lid on the nation by requiring then to participate in religious observance.

But, as the Law was fulfilled on the Cross so were all the religious holy days

2. Each holy day and feast or fast was a type of Christ which looked ahead to the Messiah who was to come.

EXAMPLE OF HOLY DAYS:

1. PASSOVER:  Looked back to deliverance from Egyptian bondage and ahead to Messiah’s deliverance from the bondage of sin

2. PENTECOST:  Feast of the first harvest which looked ahead to the Messiah supplying all our needs

3. DAY OF ATONEMENT:  National day of sacrifice for sins and looked directly are the once and for all sacrifice of Christ on the Cross

4. FEAST OF TABERNACLES:  Looked at fellowship and growth in doctrine which is provided through Christ's sacrifice on the Cross

5. DEDICATION or HANUKAH:  Celebrated the restoration of the temple and looked ahead to the believer being the temple of God in the C.A.

6. LOTS or PURIM:  Which celebrated God's protection of Israel and looked ahead to God's protection of every believer.

PRINCIPLE:  Once the object of the celebration has come, there is no need to continue to celebrate looking ahead to the fulfillment of the celebration.

ILLUSTRATION:  Every Passover celebration in a Jewish home ends with the same statement, Next Year in Jerusalem.  But the Jews of Jerusalem do not say that, they are there.

A PROBLEM TODAY:

Some have used this verse as a principle of legalism to say that Christians are wrong to celebrate any day as being special.  Even birthdays, the fourth of July, Thanksgiving, wedding anniversaries, Christmas and Easter.

But they miss the point.  These Galatians were being impressed with a Jewish system for spirituality.  The Judiazers were not taking a day off work or exchanging birthday presents, they were using Holy days as a system of false spirituality.

NOW THE LEGALIST TODAY who tries to say that by not observing any holiday or birthday etc. he is more spiritual than those who do is just as guilty of legalism as these Judiazers.

v 11  Paul's personal commentary regarding their actions of legalism:  I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.
Paul fears because he knows that this observance of holy days is just a first step down the road of legalistic enslavement.

FEAR is the pres, mid, ind of FOBEW , he keeps on fearing for them.

PRINCIPLE:  Nothing strikes fear into the heart of a communicator of doctrine quicker than seeing his students, his sheep teetering of the edge of reversionism.  Legalism or Lawlessness.

That perhaps I have labored over you in vain.
Here we see Paul the Pastor, greatly concerned over his sheep.

Often the criticism is leveled at teaching Pastors that they are too hard, abrasive, intellectual, dogmatic, as was the Apostle Paul at times.

But just like Paul every Pastor is also a pastor and often puts himself in the place of his people and fears for them.

He can see the outcome of their thinking, their attitudes, their wrong decisions, just like a parent can.  

PRINCIPLE:  If as a parent you have ever hurt for your child you know what being a shepherd over a flock is like in that one sense.

The word VAIN means without cause or to no purpose
v 11 sets up what follows, Paul’s Personal Appeal to them



