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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FOURPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIAN\Gal 04d 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:  

There are many ways you can persuade someone:  When Benjamin Franklin wished to interest the people of Philadelphia in street lighting, he didn’t try to persuade them by talking about it. Instead he hung a beautiful lantern on a long bracket in front of his home. He kept the glass highly polished. Every evening at the approach of dusk, he carefully lit the wick. People saw the light from a distance and when they walked in its light, found that it helped them to avoid sharp stones on the pavement. Others placed light at their homes, and soon Philadelphia recognized the need for street lighting.
Paul is doing everything he can to persuade the Galatian Gentile Believers to abandon the Judiazers and their legalism.  He wants to persuade them back to Christ, back to Grace.
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER FOUR, v 12
GALATIANS 4:12-16    Paul's Personal Appeal:
v 12   I beg of you, brethren (fellow believers), become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You have done me no wrong;

The word beg can be either one of two words in the GNT
PARAKALO  as in Ephesians 4:1 and means to encourage
But here we have DEOMAI , which means to beg
Used in the Book of Acts for Pray, a term which means to earnestly beseech another.

Here is how Paul approaches them, earnestly begging that they reject legalism

Become as I am, for I also have become as you are.
Present, Middle, imperative - Command for benefit, keep on becoming as I am:

HOW IS PAUL, what has he become?

1. Rejecting legalism

2. Rejecting the bondage of the Judiazers.  Remember Galatians 2:4-5, did not give the legalist the time of day

3. Oriented to Grace

4. Life style of a Gentile:  Ministering to and defending the Gentiles

When Paul encourages them to become like him, he is doing so in the context of the topic at hand.  Not an imitation of personality or mannerisms but like him in his doctrinal attitude towards legalism.

AS WE READ THESE VERSES we begin to see a change in Paul's approach:

Prior to this time he has dealt with principles, now he begins dealing with people:

A FEW PRINCIPLES:
1. Personal appeals are a legitimate way in which the communicator persuades the people to fulfill the plan of God

2. Up to this section, Paul has been laying down principles but now switches to the personal.  The doctrine preceded the application

3. These principles that Paul has been preaching are for people.  They are not theoretical nor are they to be seen as having no application.  Every word of Doctrine demands application.

4. PRINCIPLE:  No matter how harsh the W.O.G. may seem it is for my benefit.

Example:  Military basic training.  Designed to be harsh, to be tough, to get you to survive a life threatening situation.

5. Paul has been harsh, and will get even harsher but the decision to do this is based upon the ultimate well being of these Galatian believers.

PRINCIPLE:  Any authority must eventually make tough decisions.  Some today call this tough love as if it is something new.  But it is not new; we see it over and over again in the W.O.G.

The last part of this verse should go with verse 13

v 13  but you know that it was because of a bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time;

Paul goes back to his first visits to Galatia.  He indicates that they had done no wrong, or unrighteousness, as far as their reception of him.

This indicates that any harshness he displays in this letter is not a result of their treatment of him.

Paul had no ax to grind with these believers.  He was objective in approaching the problem.

You know that it was because of bodily illness that I preached the Gospel to you the first time.
Apparently, on the first missionary journey [MAP], Paul had originally intended to by pass this region.  Perhaps go all the way to Ephesus, but he never made it.

A bodily illness forced him to stop in the region of Galatia:

What type of illness we are not told.  Some speculate that it could have been:

1. Malaria

2. Epilepsy

3. Poor eyesight

4. Neurological problem and depression

But we are not told so why bother.  We do know that his plans were interrupted.

PRINCIPLES:

1. In having to stay rather than move on he recognized that:

It is not what happens to you in life that matter but how you respond to what happens to you.
2. Perfectionist often falls apart when things do not work out just as they had planned.

But in Isaiah 55:8 God said My ways are not your ways.
3. We too often give into the circumstances and let situations in life become an excuse rather than a challenge.

4. Paul was sick, probably longed for home and the familiar, but instead he ministered the W.O.G.

5. How many people today would have given up, would have gone to bed and stayed there . . . not Paul.  Paul preached Jesus Christ.
The old saying:  When life gives you lemons, make lemonade . . . 
When we come up against a mountain in the path of life and there is no way around or over it . . . start looking for diamonds.

APPLICATION:  You will suffer in life:

1. Self-Induced misery:  Learning that God's ways are much better than your ways

2. Divine Discipline:  Serves as a restraint on our OSN

3. Providential Preventative Suffering:  Like getting sick while going through Galatia and having to stay there and preach the Gospel.

4. Momentum Testing:  Test the Bible Doctrine you have in your Soul

5. Evidence Testing:  Test your relationship as a mature believer to the Momentum, Influence, and Power God provides for your life.

PRINCIPLE OF SUFFERING:  God can eliminate or lessen suffering and he will never allow you to suffer beyond His provision for you BUT there are times that greater blessing can come when he takes you through the valley of the shadow of death then by taking you around it.

v 14  The Galatians’ Attitude and Treatment of Paul:  and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.
Despise and Disdain (or loathe) are two reactions they could have had but did not yet they are common to man as he hears the W.O.G. being taught.  Even common among believers:

1. Despise is EXOUTHENEO  which means to make of no account.

To listen to what is said and then decide it is of no account.  Means nothing, not relevant, has nothing to do with them.

People do this with Bible doctrine today; they listen and then make it of no account

2. Loathe or Disdaine is EXPTUW , which means in its root break down to throw up, or spit out.

This is to reject with contempt.  To spit out what has been communicated.

And there are people, even believers today who completely reject the idea of learning the Word of God.

We get the idea from this passage that whatever illness Paul had really caused him to look terrible.  But the Galatians got past the outward appearance and listened to the message and their eternal salvation resulted.

The were not involved with ROLE MODEL ARROGANCE, thinking that a Pastor must look or act a certain way and when he did not was rejected.

Pastor Bob Smith in Washington State spent the last years of his life dying and stricken to a wheel chair and teaching people B.D.  Yet there were some who would not have been able to get by the fact that he was in a chair.

INSTEAD OF REJECTING PAUL SAYS THEY: received me as an angel (messenger - ANGGELOS)  of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.
Paul uses the comparative adverb OS , to show that he is making a similar but not exact comparison

NOTE:  They did not reluctantly accept him, they really welcomed him as a messenger of God.

ONE MORE PRINCIPLE:
1. Paul's bodily illness was a test for these people.  Would they be able to get past the overt to get to the message, they did.

2. However, we must remember that Paul was not able to do anything about his overt appearance.  The test was not set up by Paul but by God.

3. This potential stumbling block was nothing that Paul could do anything about.

4. We must take care not to be an offence or a stumbling block in those areas that we can do something about.

5. We must be sensitive to the standards of others and thus we must not purposefully cause an offence but when a potential stumbling block is out of our hands we accept the situation and let God make it a test for others.

II Corinthians 6:3-10

v 3    giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the ministry be not discredited,

v 4    but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses,

v 5    in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger,

v 6    in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love,

v 7    in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left,

v 8    by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as deceivers and yet true;

v 9    as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; as punished yet not put to death,

v 10  as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.

v 15  Now Paul goes on the offensive.  Mr. Nice Guy has left the building:  Where then is that sense of blessing you had? For I bear you witness, that if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.
Where then is that sense of blessing you had?

Looking back to the time he first came to them he reminds them that they had said they were blessed in that Paul came and that they were blessed by his message.

For I bear you witness, that if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.
This is a Greek idiom; similar to You would have cut off your right arm for me.
Doesn't refer to poor eye sight as some have imagined

PRINCIPLE:  Their initial attitude was one of Grace, not only in mental attitude but also in action.

v 16   Looking at the present situation he writes:  Have I therefore become your enemy by telling you the truth?
Paul went from being an ANGEL in verse 14 to an ENEMY in verse 16 . . . What was the difference?

I am telling to you the truth . . . 
Verse 16 PRINCIPLES:

1. Verses 14 and 16 demonstrate the instability of people.  People are fickle.  Christians are fickle, even in the sphere of positive volition.



People go from pastor to pastor, from teacher to teacher.  If the churches held an annual popularity contest a different teacher or communicator would win every year.



ILLUSTRATION:  The Church Tramp

2. In Galatia the change in attitude regarding Paul came as a result of his communication of the truth.



PRINCIPLE:  Truth changes attitudes either for the better or for the worse.

3. Paul's job was to remain loyal to the truth regardless of popularity or lack thereof.



Our job is the same, loyalty to a principle that reveals a person, the Lord Jesus Christ

4. Nothing hurts a pastor more than seeing people who were once zealous for the truth turn away from the truth.

5. And when people reject grace and truth they will reject and even turn against the source or the communicator or that grace and truth


THEREFORE:  The people of Galatia were making Paul out to be the enemy because he stood for and had communicated to them grace

NOTICE:  Who changed?  Paul had not changed, he still stood for grace.  And under positive volition they had stood with Paul.  But now they have changed, they were on the edge and going into the abyss of negative volition, now Paul was seen as an enemy.


Paul brings this all up because they are demonstrating an inconsistency in their attitude towards him and if inconsistent in attitude what about the inconsistency in doctrinal thinking?


Paul wants them to face their inconsistencies

v 17  As part of the offensive, Paul brings up the real enemy, the legalist:  They eagerly seek you, not commendably, but they wish to shut you out, in order that you may seek them.
