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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FIVEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-05g.doc

INTRODUCTION:
John H. Morgan, who is a Catholic Theologian and a prolific writer (Catholic Spirituality, a guide for Protestants) makes the following analogy:

Our life in Christ can be compared to an aqueduct, the stone waterways that brought water from nearby mountains into parched cities in Italy and Spain, and that are still used in some countries today. The objective foundation of our spiritual lives, the Word of God, is like the huge stone aqueduct itself. The subjective elements, our daily experience of Christ, is like the fresh water flowing through it. 

Some Christians neglect the Word and seek only the subjective experience. But without the solid Word of God to contain and channel that experience, the experience itself drains away into error and is lost. 

Other Christians boast well-engineered aqueducts based on extensive knowledge of the Bible, but they are bone dry. They bring no refreshment. Strong spiritual lives require both a strong knowledge of the Word of God and an intimate daily relationship with Christ. 

Open your Bibles to Galatians Chapter Five, v 13  

Thus far in this epistle, Paul has waged numerous attacks on the Judiazers and the false system of legalism.  Now he turns to the practical applications of what he has taught.

PRINCIPLE:  Doctrine precedes the Doing

From verse 13 we are introduced, for the first time, to possible criticism of Christian liberty.


Since this is not dealt with in a major way we can assume it was a criticism voiced by a few, but today it is a criticism voiced by many.


HERE IT IS:  Only use not your freedom for an advantage to the flesh or OSN.


When it comes to GRACE and our FREEDOM in Christ there are two negative reactions:
1. The total rejection of grace and the acceptance of another system, legalism.

2. The rejection of grace out of reaction that freedom, liberty will lead to a life of sin and immorality.

But Paul gives a third option, a higher way of life including grace, faith and freedom in Christ, the life of the Spirit.

Galatians 5:13-18  The Superiority of the Spirit:
v 13  Expanded:  For you see, brethren, for freedom you were called, only use not the freedom for advantage to the flesh, but through love serve as slaves one another.

Paul repeats the same phase FOR FREEDOM, that he used in verse 1


Here he adds the words:  You were called, which is one verb in the Greek Text and is an aorist passive.


The call or grace goes out to the human race, some respond to the call, it becomes effectual and that individual is saved and set free, others ignore or reject the call of grace and remain in their lost condition.


PRINCIPLE:  Christ beckons us to freedom, calls us to be free


Only use not the freedom for the advantage of the flesh.

This verse looks at Christian CONDUCT and 

THE ADVANTAGE OF THE FLESH includes all works of the O.S.N.
1. Freedom in Christ does not exclude responsibility.  As believers we have mandated responsibilities.

Freedom in Christ is not Anarchy or Lawlessness

2. On the other hand, freedom in Christ doesn’t go beyond mandated responsibilities and bring in legalism.

3. The trends of the OSN (the flesh) are either towards Self-righteousness and legalism or lasciviousness and lawlessness.

4. As a believer in freedom you have the free will to get out of fellowship.  Once OOF you will gravitate towards you trend or, in reaction, towards your opposite trend.

5. Both trends are works of the flesh yet manifest themselves on opposite poles of pseudo-Christianity.



Thus the Self-righteous crowd criticizes the libertine crowd and vice verse . . . both are wrong while a majority of Christians live in the dungeon of the trends.

6. One error of the Self-righteous legalistic crowd is to over think in terms of Christian responsibilities.

a. FIRST:  We have mandates of action and responsibilities in the Word of God.

b. SECOND:  We have a great area of flexibility where individual believers at their own stage of spiritual growth and with doctrine in their souls make decisions in life.

c. THIRD:  By false mandating in the flexible (doubtful things) area of life, the legalist over thinks the plan of God and ends up adding to the Scriptures.


ILLUSTRATION:  Dancing.  Some say dancing leads to promiscuity.  As a young UB I did not find that to be the case.  But the legalist comes up with some wild idea and thinks that if you let kids dance the next thing you have is fornication.


OR THE IDEA that one drink makes you a drunk, or mixed swimming leads to group sex or what ever . . . 


PRINCIPLE:  By setting up false mandates in doubtful areas the legalist not only restricts the freedom of the believer but also is saying that God's word was not enough, we have add and add and add to it to cove all the things God didn't know about . . . blasphemy.

7. But there is also the error of the lawless crowd.  They too are operating out of the trends of the OSN.  They ignore or rationalize any legitimately mandated conduct from the Word of God.


ILLUSTRATION:  Mark 12:30-31  We are to love God and we are to love others as ourselves.



If you are gossiping or cutting down, maligning another person you are not loving them.



The Lawless crowd rationalizes everything from not going to a church to grow in Christ to committing fornication (Living together out of wedlock).



John 13:34-35  A New Commandment


NOW AS PAUL leads up to the Works of the Flesh and the Fruit of the Spirit passage in Galatians 5:19-23 he turn his attention away from the legalist and concentrates on the lawless crowd.


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:  There may have been some Galatian believers who were reacting to the legalists by getting involved with lawlessness and lasciviousness.


Paul has nailed the legalists, now nails the Lawless

v 13  Continued:  Paul adds in contrast to using liberty for advantage of the flesh:  But through love, serve (as slaves) one another.

PRINCIPLE:  A slave, at least a good slave, has his master’s best interests in mind.  A slave wants what is best for his master, to see his master do well.


IN THE SAME MANNER if we have a servant or slave attitude towards one another we are going to want to see them do well.


And if that is the Attitude we will not:
1. Gossip about others

2. Involve others in sexual misconduct

3. Lie about others 

4. Steal from others

5. Or get involved with any action that hurts others

v 14  Before we deal with that word LOVE lets look at verse 14:  For the whole law in word has been summed up (Summary), Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.

Paul quotes Mark 12:31 and also found in Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:39, Luke 10:27, Romans 13:9, and James 2:8.


And this is done (verse 13) DIA TES AGAPES , Through the Love.
As Paul often does, he uses the definite article before the noun love to show that this is a specific type of love and a love that has a specific quality.


We could call this the SPHERE OF SPIRITUAL LOVE in which the believer lives.


In this sphere of spiritual love there is power, relationship, attitude and action:
1. Begins with the Power of the Holy Spirit

2. Includes orientation to Grace

3. Orientation to Authority

4. Residence and function or concentration on the learning, thinking and the applying of Doctrine

5. Developing and advancing personal love for God

6. Developing and advancing spiritual love for others

7. The ability to handle problems with biblical, D/Vpt solutions

8. Sharing in the very happiness of God


This is the palace God has for you, in this palace there is love that we should have for others as a result of loving ourselves.


PRINCIPLE:  If loving others wants the very best for them, then loving yourself wants the very best for yourself.


And the very best for the Child of God is growing in Christ, being conformed to His image, being renewed in your mind by His word.

v 15  But if (1st cc), you bite and devour one another, look out, lest you are consumed or destroyed by one another.
This is the distractions to loving others, The Self-Righteous Crowd and the Lawless Crowd were at each others throats . . . each saying I'm right, no, I'm right,  Paul says No, you are both wrong and God is right.


Paul uses words that describe animals in describing the Galatians behavior.  They are like mad dogs fighting each other.


THE WARNING:  You will destroy yourselves with such behavior.


CERTAINLY verse 15 in no way describes loving thy neighbor as thyself. 

Even the basic commandment of love is not met and certainly no the new commandment of spiritual love

At v 16 Paul gives a mandate that will fulfill the love for one another he spoke of in verse 14:

v 16a  But I now say, walk in the spirit.

Here we have the same dative of advantage we saw back in verse 5, to be in the Spirit, synonymous with the control or filling of the Spirit.


The mandates given regarding the Filling of the Holy Spirit are both absolute and relative.


ABSOLUTE:  Confess or admit your sins and by faith be filled with the Spirit 


RELATIVE:  Walk in the Spirit, remain in the Spirit


These two approaches provide two challenges for you:


CHALLENGE #1 Are you going to Acknowledge, Admit, Confess any known sin as a prerequisite to being to being filled with the Holy Spirit by faith?


CHALLENGE #2 - Are you going to stay F/HS and therefore have a Christian walk that is in the Spirit?

We have seen the two ways we can fail that second challenge:

1. By means of Self-righteous legalism

2. By means of the lawlessness of sin


OR WE CAN WALK IN THE SPIRIT:


And the Christian walking in the Spirit is not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, either legalism or lawlessness.

