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GALATIANS, CHAPTER SIXPRIVATE 


LESSON:  \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Galatians 2007\Gal 06b.doc

INTRODUCTION:
Dr. Harry Ironside was once convicted about his lack of humility.  A friend recommended as a remedy, that he march through the streets of Chicago wearing a sandwich board, shouting the scripture verses on the board for all to hear.  Dr. Ironside agreed to this venture and when he returned to his study and removed the board, he said to his friend,  I’ll bet there’s not another preacher in town who would do that.
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER SIX, v 1

v 1   Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.

TWO WARNINGS ARE given in this restoration process:

1. In a spirit of meekness (humility), set aside arrogance, yes they are OOF and you are in fellowship, this time!  Don’t ever say I would never do that, you just may.

2. Considering thyself lest thou also be tempted:

Tempted to judge and gossip about them

Tempted to excuse their sin as not being sin

Tempted to join in with them in their sin

PRINCIPLES FROM THIS PASSAGE:

1. We live in unity with other believers both in our communities and especially within our church.

2. At any given time, some of those we have contact with will be overtaken in sin, O.O.F.

We have an opportunity at that time to be a help to them, or a hindrance.  What we do from our M.A. will either drive them further O.O.F. or help to restore them to fellowship with the Lord and with us.

3. But the choice, the decision of spiritual recovery and then walking in the Spirit is with the believer O.O.F.

PRINCIPLE:  You can do nothing to get a believer out . . . you can not make the decision to get them back in.  

But you can be a catalyst that will either drive them further away in hardness of heart or be encouraging to their restoration.

4. Legalism is hard on the believer out of fellowship.  Legalism stands in judgment and then maligns and criticizes.

There is no spirit of meekness or humility in the legalist's attitude towards the fallen believer

5. The most critical time for a believer is the initial moments when he is O.O.F.  He is living in the flesh and the Divine Operating Assets are not functioning.

In meekness you must be gentle with the believer who is O.O.F.

The only spiritual function he can perform is faith, nothing else.

6. The temptation that kicks in apart from meekness and humility is a temptation of arrogance.

Criticize, malign, judge the believer O.O.F.

So instead of one believer being O.O.F. there are two out of it

7. But when you realize that you sin, you get out of fellowship too, and that you appreciate fellow believers standing by ready to help restore you, mend your broken nets with the Word of God, you will welcome the opportunity to help another believer to get back into fellowship.

CONSIDER:  Think about yourself in relationship to the doctrine you have.

APPLICATION:  HOW DO YOU DO THIS?

1. Admit (confess) and set aside, any judgmental attitude of arrogance towards the believer O.O.F.  If you find yourself judging another believer take this to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to remove this sinful attitude from your soul.

2. Do not try to be the Lord's rod of correction.  God loves that believer, that child of His as much as He loves you and if Divine Discipline is necessary He will do that in love, mercy and grace.

If you get between God and the sinning believer you get whacked because you are in the way

3. Be gracious as God has been gracious to you.  Show mercy as God has shown mercy to you.  Parable of the King and the Debtor in Matthew 18:23-35.

Also Ephesians 4:32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.  

4. Be a friend with an attitude of fellowship because when one believer is O.O.F. the whole body suffers.

Listen to them, talk with them, and share with them the Word of God and then encourage them to pray and pray with them.

5. And then when the believer has admitted his sin and by faith is back in fellowship . . . move on forgetting that which is behind.

Philippians 3:13   Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,

BACK TO Galatians 6:2

v 2   Another command to those believers in Galatia: Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.

We have an apparent contradiction in this verse compared to verse 5 
(Read aloud verse 5)
But the word translated burden in these two verses is different in the G.N.T.

Here we have BAROS , which means a weight that is ready to press down and break the person.

In our ministry one to another we can help shoulder the load, the weight that is ready to press down and break another believer.

APPLICATION:  This can be material and immaterial.  A fellow believer can be under financial pressure or pressure from work or in any logistical area as well as under emotional pressure.

We can help them by sharing some of the load either materially or emotionally.

PRINCIPLE:  We all have weak areas, even in our walk in the Spirit.  But we can be helped and encouraged by other believers and can be a help and encouragement to others.

Pray for and with others, read the Scriptures together, listen to Bible study tapes together, talk about doctrine together.

NOTE:  This is not taking the burden from them and putting it on yourself but it is helping them to carry the burden.

AND:  You have to be spiritual to do this (remember v 1) so you cannot help anyone if you are failing in the Spiritual life, if you are OOF.

EXAMPLE:  Oxygen masks on airplanes.  Put yours on first, the help child on with his or hers.

We are told in this verse that the bearing of one another's burdens: Fulfills the law of Christ.

Paul has already summarized this higher principle of law for us in Galatians 5:14

For all the whole  law is summarized in one word, in one statement; You  shall love your  neighbor as yourself.  

As we express this love towards others we are going to be willing to help support our fellow believer in areas of weakness.

PRINCIPLE:  Helping and encouraging other believers is an expression of loving one another.

Being able to love one another as Christ has loved us (New Commandment) is only possible once you receive the Love, Mercy and Grace of God and recognize His tremendous Grace to you.

v 3  For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

There is the type of believer who is unwilling to help others, who perhaps rests on the miss-application of the doctrine of privacy.  This type thinks of himself as better than others, thus not willing to stoop to help shoulder the burdens of another.

There is a saying that a man never stands so tall as when he stoops to help a child.
We could say the same thing about Christians; you never stand so tall as when you stoop to help another believer
BUT ARROGANCE ELIMINATES the meekness and humility required in extending yourself to another.  

That arrogance is a result of self deception.

DECEPTION is the basis for ARROGANCE.  

 You have a false view of self.


SOLUTION TO THIS:  Look into the mirror of the Word of God

The divine contradiction to deceptive arrogance is humility which leads to exhalation in the plan of God.

[SEE DOCTRINE OF:  Deception to Exaltation]




