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GALATIANS, CHAPTER SIXPRIVATE 


LESSON:  \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Galatians 2007\Gal 06c.doc

INTRODUCTION:
Erwin W. Lutzer wrote:   Christ's death on the cross was a sacrifice for all our sins, past, present, and future. Every sin that you will ever commit has already been paid for. All of our sins were future when Christ died two thousand years ago. There is no sin that you will ever commit that has not already been included in Christ's death. 

And because of that, there is no reason in the presence of God for us to not admit that we have sinned and that we are sinner.

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER SIX, v 4

v 4a   Here we have a mandate that divinely contradicts the arrogance of the legalist in verse 3:  But let each man examine,  prove or test his own works.

The term EACH MAN, refers to every believer having this responsibility.  This is something each one of us must do for ourselves.

We must TEST or PROVE our works.  

Paul uses the simple word ERGON  for works which encompasses both attitudes and actions in the Christian Way of Life.

The TEST or PROVE is the Greek  which was a term used by a metallurgist for purifying gold and silver.

This was accomplished by heating up the raw ore and then skimming off the dross.

The test of purity was when the metallurgist could see his refection clearly in the heated gold or silver.

In order to prove or test our works we must have a standard:


NEGATIVE standard:  Works of the Flesh, Gal 5:19-21


POSITIVE standard:  Fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22-23

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON SELF TESTING:

1. We are commanded to DOKIMAZO all things in I Thessalonians 5:21

2. The root of the word is DOKEO   which means to think.  Thus we are to use the gray matter in looking and testing ourselves.

3. We are to test ourselves for things that are acceptable to God, Ephesians 5:10, and thus need to know Him through His Word.

4. We are to test for things that are excellent.  Excellence in the C.W.L. is not a mere wish but a sure potential.  Philippians 1:10

5. We are test for that which conforms to Divine Good, the AGATHOS of Romans 12:2

6. The sincerity of our love, (AGAPE – Spiritual love)  II Corinthians 8:8

7. This self test is related to confession in I Corinthians 11:28 where we are mandated to examine ourselves prior to communion

8. God has the last word in testing us as to our attitude and actions both in time:

I Thessalonians 2:4  We speak, not as pleasing men but God, who examines our hearts.


And in eternity before the BEMA seat:

I Corinthians 3:13   Each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.
So we are to examine ourselves, skim off the dross, until we see ourselves clearly in relationship to the fruit of the Spirit, the character of Christ.

THEN WE ARE TOLD:

v 4b  and then he (the one who examines self) will have (future, act, ind) reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.

Here is some interesting exegesis:

The future tense looks at the result of self examination.  If you are lacking in some ways and yet can see yourself advancing in the C.W.L., then you can boast.  But be careful regarding the object of your boasting.

BOAST is the same word translated GLORY, in the NASV of Philippians 1:26 and Hebrew 3:6 we see this as a confident boasting in the provisions of God.

We see this word, KAUXEMA , used as a negative concept when boasting or glory is in self but positive when in the Lord and what He is doing either in others or as here, in us.

The preposition used in the phrase And not in the other man, is the preposition  which means to go from outside in, from you to or into another person.  

Normal preposition would be , but  is used to show that we are never to boast when comparing ourselves to someone else.

HOW DOES THIS WORK?  We take time to think about our attitudes and actions, to think about them according to the standard of the character of Christ.  When we do this we should see advance in our lives:

1. More of a personal love for God

2. More of a Spiritual R.M.A. love for others

3. More claiming of promises in the life of faith

4. More +H, which is the very happiness of God

5. Less M.A.S., S.T., and OVERT SINS

6. More fruit of the Spirit

7. More of a desire to know the Word of God

When we see these increases and these victories over sin we have reason to boast, but not in ourselves but in our Lord.

PAUL PRESENTS THIS as an argument against the legalists:


The legalist has two strikes against him:

1. His boasting is in himself and his adherence to a man made standard

2. His boasting is in comparison to others.  He sees himself as being better than others and avoids those who may be better than himself.

ILLUSTRATION:  Luke 18:9-14  The Publican and the Pharisee

NOTE:  The relationship of humility preceding exhalation in Luke 18:14 which is the opposite of the deception in Galatians 6:3

PRINCIPLE:  You can't live your life before the Lord if you are living it in comparison to others.

Every pot must stand on its own bottom, so must we as we take responsibility for ourselves before the Lord.


YOUNG PEOPLE:  That is one of the most important lessons you can ever learn.

v 5  Paul continues with this same thought of individual responsibility in verse 5:  For you see, each man (same as verse 4) shall bear his own load.

Unlike in verse 3 where the word burden was BAROS, a heavy load ready to break the back, here we have PHORTION  which is used to refer to a ships cargo as well as a baby in a womb.

These are the normal burdens we carry every day.  But they result in profit or production.

THEREFORE:

1. You examine yourself in relationship to the Lord

2. You find yourself with the burdens of temptation, sin and lack of faith in the promises. 

3. You bear those looking ahead to the victory you will have as you continue to grow in the Lord in Doctrine

4. You bear responsibility; you look ahead to victory which is assured by the Father as you adhere to His divine procedure of Grace.




