1
2



GALATIANS, CHAPTER SIXPRIVATE 


LESSON:  \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Galatians 2007\Gal 06d.doc

INTRODUCTION:
Paul is going to write about sowing and reaping in the passage we will study tonight.  A good illustration of that principle is found in the following story:
Several years after inventing radar, Sir Robert Watson Watt was arrested in Canada for speeding. He’d been caught in a radar trap. He wrote this poem: 

Pity Sir Robert Watson Watt, 
Strange target of his radar plot, 
And this, with others I could mention, 
A victim of his own invention.

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER SIX, v 6
v 6  The means by which the victory comes about.  And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches.

Paul is bit self serving in this statement because he is the one who is instructing them as he writes this epistle.


But they also had others in Galatia who were teaching them Grace.


They are mandated to share with them all good things.



SHARE:  pres imperative of KOINONEO                


Means to share as in fellowship with another:

ALL GOOD THINGS is the Divine Good AGATHOS , thus that which comes about from being instructed in the Word.

The adverb ALL refers to the sharing in fellowship of everything that comes about as you grow, all the GOOD.

In relationship to the communicator this means financial support and what we might call moral support.

PRINCIPLES:

1. Anyone who communicates the Word benefits from the students of the Word sharing back with him the Word of God

2. This is financial in that it allows the teacher to spend a maximum amount of time in study and preparation

3. This is also sharing in the results of the instruction.  Seeing people advance from burden to victory.

4. There is also a moral support in that those taught encourage the one teaching.  Everyone is down at times, everyone has burdens and as we saw back in v 2, we bear the loads of one another

5. A pastor-teacher is the only person whose JOY is connecting to the advance of the believers he is teaching.

Job of the Pastor-Teacher:

II Timothy 2:15  Study to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.
The word WORKMAN is the same word that is used for LABORER in the Gospels, in the parables, and to describe the seventy who Jesus sent out to minister.

They are not the bosses, they are the workers.  This word looks at toiling, enduring, working with that which the foreman makes available.


Doing the job, not creating breakthroughs.


PRINCIPLE:

1. Too many pastors are trying to make a name for themselves by having breakthroughs in doctrinal areas.

2. This stems from a need to be different syndrome that sees the pastor getting involved in disagreement to make a name for himself.

3. Recently one pastor came up with his breakthrough on salvation, now there is the right way to be saved, according to his way.  I wonder about all the people who had just accepted Christ by faith, are they not saved?
4. Theologians are the ones who can entertain doctrinal clarification.  Pastors are to work at teaching sound truth and sound truth is not some new breakthrough you they had last night.

5. Paul was a theologian, Timothy was a pastor, and Timothy's job was to study (which means with speed) and get a maximum amount of information out to the sheep.

6. A pastor's job is not to teach doctrine, but to teach people doctrine.

Some pastors are theologians but 99% are not, they are to be workmen, who study to show themselves approved unto God.

7. They are to do this so as to not be ashamed.  And the shame will come to these pseudo-theologians who find in at the BEMA that their breakthroughs were false doctrine and hurt the cause of Christ and Christians.

GALATIANS 6:7-10

In this paragraph, the Apostle Paul takes the principles of this chapter and sets them into an application which becomes a manner of life before God and in the plan of God.

PRINCIPLES THUS FAR:

1. We are to be helpful to the believer who is overtaken by sins.  Doing what we can to help restore them to fellowship with the Lord and us.

2. We are to be helpful to the restored believer, helping him shoulder the load that may be ready to break him.

3. We need to accurately think of ourselves, not being deceived in the mind.



Who we are in the flesh



Who we are in position in Christ (CPT)

4. We need to examine our attitudes and actions, testing those in relationship to the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit.

5. When we discover areas lacking the advance of the Christ Centered Life, we must not attempt excuse or putting the burden of our lack of maturity on others but rather, look ahead to the victory in Christ and His doctrine.

6. We must realize the supreme importance of being instructed in the Word and share with the one (singular) who is instructing him.

NOW, HAVING THOSE PRINCIPLES in mind, principles which include attitude towards others, self, our teachers, and what God is doing in our lives . . . Paul is ready to set down some general principles that govern how we live.

v 7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
Begin with a mandate:  Be not deceived.  This is a present, middle, imperative.


Thus, a continuous action command for our benefit.


PRINCIPLE:  This is no benefit to deception, fooling yourself.

God is not mocked.  MOCKED means to turn up the nose, sneer at, treat with contempt.


While men may mock God, God always has the last word.


Proverbs 1:30  They would not accept my counsel, They spurned all my reproof.

THEREFORE:  While men may think they are mocking God, they are not. 

APPLICATION:  You don't need to defend God; He can do that very well himself, thank-you.

For you see, whatever a man may sow, this also will he reap.

A principle that is true for everyone:  Believer and unbeliever, carnal believer and Spirit filled believer, moral UB and amoral UB.  A true human principle.

Also stated in Proverbs 22:8, II Corinthians 9:6, Galatians 6:7 and 8, and Job 4:8

THUS:  A universal principle of interpersonal relationship.  A proverb of truth for the human race of which believers are a part.
But one thing to understand about a proverb, it refers to the way things work most of the time but not necessarily all the time.  A proverb is not a divine promise.  

Consider that most of the book of proverbs is as applicable to the UB as it is to the believer.  It contains general, universal truth of which this truth, you reap what you sow, is a part and found in Proverbs 22:8-9

He who sows iniquity will reap vanity . . . He who is generous will be blessed

And this universal truth is based on the fallen nature of mankind and the man’s basic instinct.

THINK ABOUT how you live in relationship to other people, to man’s laws and statutes, to institutions, to government, in education, in everything as you interact on the face of this earth in earthly matters.
It is all on the basis of sowing and reaping which is the basic instinct of man.
But God, being God, can intervene in this earth bound principle at ay time for either the blessing of His children or the discipline of His children.
Discipline:
Jeremiah 12:13   They have sown wheat and have reaped thorns, They have strained themselves to no profit. But be ashamed of your harvest Because of the fierce anger of the Lord
Haggai 1:6  You have sown much, but harvest little; you eat, but there is not enough to be satisfied; you drink, but there is not enough to become drunk; you put on clothing, but no one is warm enough; and he who earns, earns wages to put into a purse with holes.
Hosea 8:7  For they sow the wind, And they reap the whirlwind.

Micah 6:15  You will sow but you will not reap
Blessing:  
Genesis 26:12  An Example:  Now Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. And the LORD blessed him
Psalm 126:5  Those who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting.
John 4:38  I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.
But in our Spiritual Relationship to God, we do not reap what we have sown but reap what He has sown and that is GRACE:

Matthew 6:25-36    Do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?
Matthew 6:33  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.
Romans 4:4-5   Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is due.  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness.

Romans 6:23  For the wages (sowing and reaping) of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Understanding how sowing and reaping work allows us now to understand v 8
v 8  This looks at the proverb of sowing and reaping in relationship to the believer only:  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

Here the believer is given a choice.  Either sow to his own flesh:

Such as in egocentricity, being out for number one and to heck with everyone else, selfish, self serving . . . when you live that way you get the same back in life.

But the believer who sows in the Spirit will reap out of the Spirit.

Stay F/HS, walk in the Spirit, let the Spirit conform you to the character of Christ.

RESULT:  Get back the same.  Life eternal which begins right now and, in the Spirit, you have capacity for it right now.

The blessings you have now are blessings you will have eternally, maybe not in kind, but in intensity, joy, because of capacity.

A PRINCIPLE: Paul describes the believer as having a choice. Live, sow, reap in the flesh.  Live sow, reap in the Spirit.


You see, we can by volition, resurrect the flesh which is the O.S.N.


There is some teaching going around that could be very destructive to the way believers live.

Now when people teach different things in areas of non-application I say so what, let us agree to disagree.

But when doctrines are taught that can give a child of God a false view of self and can lead a believer into thinking himself to something when he is nothing . . . we got a problem.

I refer to any teaching that attempts to say that since you are a new creature you no longer have the O.S.N.

1. Ever since the reformation, theologians have seen the terms, Old Man, Body of Sin, the Flesh, and Paul's singular use of ARMARTIA (sin) as referring to the sin nature.  Theological terms are O.S.N. and just Sin Nature.

2. We are new creatures in Christ, II Corinthians 5:17.  We are positionally in Christ, no longer in Adam and have become a new Spiritual species.

3. At the Cross, our Old Man was crucified:

Romans 6:6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
NOTE:  The Old Man was crucified, that is the Old Nature, the O.S.N.  But also note that Paul turn right around and says that this was done  so that the body of sin might be destroyed.  That is a time future (aor, passive, subjunctive).

So the O.S.N. was crucified so that it can one day be destroyed totally.

4. But some say we no longer have this nature.  Only the flesh that sins.


Paul in Romans 7:5 describes the UB as being in the flesh.


Then in Romans 7:14-20  Paul's dilemma because of the two natures.  Note especially verse 18 flesh and verse 20 sin.

5. Over in Romans 8:4 we have the choice clearly given as a subjunctive mood verb.  Either walk in the flesh, which is the motive of the UB, or in the Spirit.

6. Back to the sin nature:

Remember the crucified Old Man in Romans 6:6 that we supposedly no longer have.


Ephesians 4:22  that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted (present, passive, participle - right now) in accordance with the lusts of deceit

See also Ephesians 2:3


Colossians 3:9  Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,


Having put off is an aorist, middle, participle which precedes then the main verb of do not lie. 



Middle voice, you participate in putting off the Old Man which is the O.S.N.



HOW:  It was nailed to the Cross, now you put it off by confession of sins.

7. But what about our New Nature:  Turn to II Peter 1:4

For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
NOTE:  That you might be:  Here is IVA  to introduce a purpose clause and the verb in an aorist, middle, subjunctive.

A time future because this was not true of these believers but Peter wanted then to partake of the divine nature.

THEREFORE: You are a new creature with potential of partaking of the divine nature.  But you still have an O.S.N. and you can crank up the Old Man.  The choice is yours.




