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GALATIANS CHAPTER SIXPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\GAL 2007\Gal 06 final.doc
INTRODUCTION:
I have always been fascinated with motivation, what motivates one person and does not another.  Why are some believers so motivated to learn the Word and others not.  One interesting story about motivation goes like this:

A 300 pound man told his pastor, I'm so depressed and I can't get any dates? He went on to say I’ve tried everything to lose weight.
I think I can help,? said the pastor. Be dressed in your sweats and ready to go tomorrow at 8 a.m.
Next morning, a beautiful woman in a skintight exercise suit knocked on the man's door. If you can catch me, you can kiss me,? she said, as she took off and he huffed and puffed after her.

This routine went on every day for the next five months. The man lost 115 pounds and felt confident that he would catch the woman the next day. That morning he whipped open his front door and found a 300-pound woman in a jogging suit waiting for him.  She told him, The pastor said to tell you, that if I can catch you, I can kiss you. 

OPEN YOUR BIBLE TO GALATIANS SIX, v 11

In Galatians 6:11-18 we find Paul's summary and conclusion of the letter.

v 11  See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.
CORRECTED:  You (plural) see in how large letters I wrote to you with my own hand.
This verse has conjured up almost every interpretation one could think of . . . including Paul's bad eyesight, to the idea that part of this letter was lost.

LET'S UNDERSTAND PAUL'S STYLE OF WRITING:

1. Normally, learned men in the ancient world used an Amanuensis (pronounced A-MAN-YOU-WEN-SIS).  This was a secretary who took dictation.

Romans 16:22   I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.
Ter-ti-us was Paul's amanuensis while in Corinth.

2. For the sake of speed, the amanuensis wrote in Konia Greek cursive style.  Mostly lower case with division between words and even some primitive punctuation.

3. Scholars and educated men, like Paul, used a Uncial Style (that's UN-SE-AL).  Which was all caps, one inch high, no spaces between word nor any punctuation.

EXAMPLE:   YOUSEEHOWLARGELETTERSIWRITE

Now we could not read English written that way but Greek can be read that way.  They even have a final letter S when things got confusing.

4. According to I Corinthians 16:22, Colossians 4:18, and II Thessalonians  3:17, Paul would employ an amanuensis to take down his dictation, then add a salutation in his own hand.

Thus the letter was cursive and Paul's last remarks were uncial 
5. BUT, when the recipients made copies, they used the uncial style.  Thus the copies we have of the inspired books of the N.T. are uncial.

6. Therefore, if you were to find the original copy of say Romans, it would be in cursive except for the salutation.  True of every N.T. letter except Galatians.

Paul wrote Galatians himself, all uncial style, no use of a secretary.

PRINCIPLE IN THIS:  Verse 11 emphasizes how urgent Paul thought this matter was.  He did not bother with a secretary but immediately took steps to address the problem.

This reminder at this verse makes readers aware of Paul's attitude.

COMMENT:  I also believe he wrote the letter at one setting.

v 12-23  Paul deals with the apparent sincerity of the Legalist:
REMEMBER:  You can be sincere and be sincerely wrong.

v 12a  Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh . . . 
We have a verb + an infinitive.  They desire to look good outwardly; this results in more and more desire for the same.

IN THE FLESH is emphasis on the outward, no concern about the inward.

They have a fleshly religion and thus they want fleshly signs, like circumcision.

Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised,
Fleshly religion includes fleshly sign.

NOW, WHAT IS THE motive for their wanting Gentiles to be circumcised?

Simply that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.
This is their motivation, to avoid the persecution that would come if they fully recognized the all sufficiency of the Cross.

MOTIVATION for legalism then was persecution and we have the same motive today:

1. Jews who became Christians were persecuted by other Jews, by the religious Jews.

2. To lessen the persecution, the Jewish Christians would embrace the Law, thus trying to play both sides of the fence.

Remember:  This was Peter's problem in Antioch described in Galatians 2:11-14.

3. By trying to play both sides, the side of Grace and the side of the law, they fell into a Satanic compromise of the truth and the plan of God.

Remember:  It takes only a little leaven to leaven the whole loaf.

4. The persecution of religious Jew towards Christian Jew was no worse than then the persecution of legalistic believer to grace believer today.

You see, the Romans killed Christians.  The religious Jews just snubbed you or excluded you from their social circles.

Subtle persecution, low keyed, gossiped about you.

5. So today the same subtle persecution causes many believers to compromise doctrine, try to play both sides of the fence, and end up in a legalistic snare.

That is all self-deception, mind deception, leads to arrogance.

6. Today its not circumcision but it is the attitude of the compromise of truth to avoid any heat from the legalist believer.

Like the person who tells his old religious buddy that he is going to a church just to straighten those people out . . .

PRINCIPLE:  You may be persecuted, maybe your old friends won't invite you to there party . . . so what.  It is always better to be approved unto God than to be popular among men.

Hebrews 13:6  That we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 

THEREFORE:  The motivation of legalism and the legalist is fear.

We saw this way back in Galatians 1:7 There are some who trouble you wishing to pervert the Gospel.
Paul also mentions that the legalist are out to trouble other believers in Galatians 5:10, 5:12, and in 6:17.

Legalism troubles the believer by putting them in fear.

LEGALISM USES FEAR TO MOTIVE AND ITSELF IS motivated by fear

1. Fear of loss of salvation

2. Fear of no spirituality

3. Fear of no fellowship

4. Fear of persecution

5. Fear of rejection (excommunication)
BUT THERE IS A GREAT fear that is not in the presence of man that should cause the believer to reject legalism and anything that falls short of Grace:

II Corinthians 7:1  Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  

Hebrews 4:1  Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.
THE ONE THING WE SHOULD FEAR is not utilizing all the grace assets and provisions our heavenly Father has made available to us.

ILLUSTRATION:  A group of businessmen hired a boat and its captain to take them deep sea fishing.  A sudden storm broke out and the captain stood at the helm with fear showing on his face.  The men laughed and said We are not afraid.  To which the old captain replied, It is only your ignorance of the sea which causes you not to fear.
PRINCIPLE:  Ignorance breeds fear in the wrong things and no fear in the right things.

AND IT IS only going to be Bible Doctrine that will set your fears aright.

v 13  Looks at the hypocrisy of legalism:  For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh.
Paul tells them to look at these legalize . . . do they follow the law, every part and principle?  NO, they do not.

These Jewish Christian legalists were just following enough of the law to prevent their former associates in Judaism to lay off them.

REMEMBER:  Circumcision was no big deal to them, they were circumcised as babies.  But now they bragged, gloried in the fact that they got these Gentile Christians to be circumcised.

This was their boast, their testimony once they got back to Jerusalem.

Like the missionary that put clothes on the natives and brags that that was his great accomplishment on the mission field.

v 14  But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
Paul puts in a sharp contrast, the legalist boast or brag about how many gentiles they persuaded to be circumcised, whereas Paul tells them his boast, his brag, his glory is in the Cross of Christ.

It is not God forbid,  it is GENOITO , But may it never be
But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
APPLY THAT STATEMENT TO TODAY:  What do we hear Christians bragging about, what is there boast.  How many they had in Sunday School, the size of the offering, the number of people who walked down the aisle?  Boasting in numbers rather than the Cross of Christ.

The second part of verse 14 becomes the basis for the statement in verse 15:
Through (Jesus Christ) which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
Paul sees the work of Christ on the Cross and his faith in that finished work as a line of demarcation between himself and the world.

1. Prior to faith in Christ the world had a claim on you

2. Prior to faith in Christ you were a part of the world

3. As being in the world and of the world you operated on the standards of the world

4. After faith in Christ you were dead to the world and the world was dead to you.

5. Legalism is a system of the world and circumcision is a fleshly and worldly act.

The world has been crucified to us and us to the world BUT we can go back to the dung heap of the world.

Romans 12:2  Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
WHAT DOES THE WORLD HOLD FOR YOU?
1. A false philosophy, Colossians 2:8

2. Empty deceit, ibid.

3. Traditions of men, ibid.

4. Corruptions, II Peter 1:4

5. Pollution (foulness), II Peter 2:20

6. Lust of the flesh, I John 2:16

7. Lust of the eye, ibid.

8. Pride of life, ibid.

9. The world lies in wickedness, I John 5:19

10. Deceivers in the World, Eph 6:12

11. Satan is the god of the world, II Corinthians 4:4

12. The wisdom of the World is foolishness to God, I Corinthians 3:19

13. And the World doesn’t know believers, I John 3:1

14. And the World will hate you, I John 3:13

15. And a friend of the world is an enemy of God, James 4:4

BUT THE WORLD is dead to us and we are dead to the world:

1. The world will pass away, I Corinthians 7:33  The best the world has to offer is temporary in the plan of God

2. I Timothy 6:7  For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.
Nothing of eternal value gained from the world.  How much did Howard Hughes take with him?  Nothing!  Hearses do not have luggage racks.
3. As believers to whom the world has been crucified and we to the world we can be over comers in the world:

I John 5:4-5   For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith.  And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
v 15  Paul applies this principle to the circumcision pushed by the legalists:  For (in Christ Jesus)  neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.
The words For in Christ Jesus, are not in this verse but were picked up by the KJV translators from the previous verse.  
But the better reference would be to the locative of being crucified to the world.

Paul says we are dead to the world and therefore, circumcision which is part of the world system means nothing to us who are dead to the world.

BUT NOW, WHAT does count:  But a new creation.
This proclamation parallels what Paul would later write in II Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
Old things have passed away and all things are new because you are now dead to the world and the world is dead to you.

The word new is KAINOS , which means new as to form and quality, not in reference to time.

THREE THINGS THAT ARE NEW FOR THE BELIEVER:

1. He himself is a new spiritual species (II Corinthians 5:17) and part of a new spiritual people (Ephesians 2:15).

2. He has a new covenant relationship with Jesus Christ (Matthew 26:28 and I Corinthians 11:25) which is through the Cross of Christ

3. He has a new commandment (John 13:34) which brings all the commandments of man's relationship to others into view, You shall love one another.
So no longer the old world, but now a new creation formed in Jesus Christ.

v 16  This new creation becomes a rule or principle for the believer's life:  And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.
. . . peace on then and mercy and on the Israel of God.
WILL WALK is a verb, a future, active, indicative.

The future tense looks at a result, the result of your spiritual identity of being a new creature, a new spiritual species.

As a new creature in Christ you walk, you order your life according to a new rule or principle, and that principle is that since the world no longer has a claim on you and you no longer have a claim on the world.
INSTEAD, you live based upon the provisions God has given to you in Grace.  Not the works of the world or of the flesh or of the plans of Satan, but by all the promises and provisions of doctrine that God had made available to you.

For those who will walk by that rule Paul asks for two things:

PEACE:  Begins with a peace with God then moves to a peace from God and on to a peace with others.

It is a peace that is a result of victory and the victory is in Jesus Christ.

MERCY:  This is God’s Grace reflected to others in holding back what would be deserved.  

Whereas Grace looks at what God gives to us and our increasing understanding and appreciation of it, Mercy looks at the our attitude towards others that leads to spiritual love.
But Paul's desire for Peace and Mercy goes beyond the people of Galatia and extends to Israel, even the Judiazers who are harassing these Gentile believers.

PRINCIPLE:  Even though Paul will resist and withstand the acts of legalism, he desires the very best for the legalists.

APPLICATION:  Paul hates legalism and the actions of the legalists but he has a R.M.A. Spiritual love towards the legalists who are believers and when he looks at them he has compassion and wants them to get straightened out and for those who are not saved, he loves them enough to want them to be saved.
A FEW OBSERVATIONS:  Paul's spiritual identity allowed him to be:

1. Confident in the Grace of God

2. Bold when teaching about Grace

3. Inflexible towards the acts of legalism

4. Compassion towards the legalists

5. Therefore:  No arrogance

v 17  As a result of Paul's spiritual identity he now lays down a rule for them to follow towards him:  From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.
From now on let no one cause trouble for me
The situation in Galatia has troubled Paul, he has had to attack the error of legalism, he has had to refute error and false doctrine.  It has been a troubling situation.

But now he says, here it is.  Learn the principle, walk in the walk, order you life by the new rule for the new creation.  Don't trouble me again.

REASON:  Paul was sold out to Jesus Christ and he bore in his body the marks of persecution.
For I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.
So while believers were jumping the ship of Grace, compromising to avoid a little persecution, Paul holds himself out as an example of one who has suffered for his stand in Grace more than all of them.

v 18  The Salutation: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.
Paul's final word on the matter is GRACE. 

SUMMARY OF GALATIANS:
While every verse and every word of the epistle to the Galatians is inspired by God, I want to give you a summary of the books built around key verses.

First, remember that the book is Paul's answer to the legalism of the Judiazers.  He goes on the offensive against the sin of works and legalism.

Galatians 1:6  Statement of the Problem:

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel
He adds in the next verse that it is not another but a perversion of the gospel of Christ.
v 7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ.
Galatians 2:4

But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.
Then as now there are those who would bring you into their bondage under law.  Paul did not give them the time of day.

Galatians 2:9

And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

At the Jerusalem council Paul's argument of grace with the gentiles was approved by the leaders of the Church
Galatians 2:16

nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.
It is faith . . . in the correct object, JESUS CHRIST that justifies.
Galatians 2:20  
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

And it is the faith of Jesus Christ (faith in the Holy Spirit) by which we live the CCL
Galatians 3:3

Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
Saved by grace, continue in grace.  The Spirit is given at salvation, we continue in the Spirit in the CCL
Galatians 3:19   The Purpose of the Mosaic Law

Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made.
And add the other five reasons for the temporary Mosaic Law
Galatians 4:5  Our (Gentile believers)  Privileged Position as Sons

Jesus Christ came . . .  in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
Galatians 4:10  The Legalism of Holy Days

You observe days and months and seasons and years.
Galatians 5:1 The Climax of the Letter

It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
Galatians 5:12   Paul’s hyperbole regarding the legalist who insisted on circumcision

I would that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.  
Galatians 5:16   The solution to the problem of sin for the believer:

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

Galatians 5:22-23  The Fruit of the Spirit (how do I know if I am walking by the Spirit?)
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

Galatians 6:1  Our Opportunity to help the fallen believer:

Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.

Galatians 6:3  The Problem of Self Deception

For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
Galatians 6:14-15  Our New Creation Position and Principle

But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.   For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.
Here is a challenge for you:  Go through this epistle and pick out between 10 and 20 verses you want to have down as providing the argument of the book . . . then learn them.




