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ISAIAH CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
LESSON: \OTBOOKS\ISAIAH\Isaiah 28b.doc

LESSON:  \DOCTRINE\Grace and Faith 02.doc
LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal 03h Grace and Faith.doc 
INTRODUCTION:

Harry Ironside has given some of the best illustrations of law and grace we have.  Once he invited a group of Navajo Indians from northern Arizona to visit with him in California.  During the evening the discussion turned to the issues of law and grace.  Ironside tells us what happened next.

One of the older visitors from Arizona had been quietly listening.  He finally rose and said, My friends, I have been listening very carefully, because I am here to learn all I can in order to take it back to my people. I do not understand all that you are talking about, and I do not think you do yourselves. But concerning this law and grace business, let me see if I can make it clear. I think it is like this. When Mr. Ironside brought me from my home we took the longest railroad journey I ever took. We got out at Barstow, and there I saw the most beautiful railroad station and hotel I have ever seen. I walked all around and saw at one end a sign, Do not spit here. I looked at that sign and then looked down at the ground and saw many had spitted there, and before I think what I am doing I have spitted myself. Isn’t that strange when the sign says, Do not spit here?

I come to Oakland and go to the home of the lady who invited me to dinner today and I am in the nicest home I have been in. Such beautiful furniture and carpets, I hate to step on them. I sank into a comfortable chair, and the lady said, Now, John, you sit there while I go out and see whether the maid has dinner ready.  I look around at the beautiful pictures, at the grand piano, and I walk all around those rooms. I am looking for a sign; and the sign I am looking for is, Do not spit here, but I look around those two beautiful drawing rooms, and cannot find a sign like this. I think What a pity when this is such a beautiful home to have people spitting all over it—too bad they don’t put up a sign!  So I look all over that carpet, but cannot find that anybody have spitted there. What a queer thing! Where the sign says, Do not spit, a lot of people spitted. Where there was no sign at all, in that beautiful home, nobody spitted. Now I understand! That sign is law, but inside the home it is grace. They love their beautiful home, and they want to keep it clean. They do not need a sign to tell them so. I think that explains the law and grace business.









OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO ISAIAH CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT, verse 9


v 9    To whom would He teach knowledge? And to whom would He interpret the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken from the breast?

The first question:  To whom would He teach knowledge?
The one referred to, the HE is the Lord Jesus Christ when He comes to His own as we have recorded in the Gospels.

The second question is parallel to the first:  And to whom would He interpret the message?
The knowledge is the knowledge of Grace and the message is the message of Faith
The Answers to the two questions are given in the Gospels:












John 1:11  He came to His own (the Jews), and those who were His own did not receive Him.
But then read John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name



So the Jews will reject the Messiah and His teaching and the reason for this rejection is given in the next verse of Isaiah 28.  It is a reason that was festering in Isaiah’s day; 700 years before Christ would come.
v 10  For [He says], Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there.
You will notice that in the NASV the words He says are in italics.  They are not in the Hebrew text.  This is what the religious leaders are saying.
The NIV translates this:  For it is: Do and do, do and do, rule on rule, rule on rule ; a little here, a little there.

The problem looks back, historically,  to the giving of the Law
Exodus 24:7  Then he [Moses] took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!   (Five times they said that)










And it looks ahead prophetically to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day:

 Mark 7:9  and 13  He was also saying to them, You nicely set aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition . . . thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and you do many things such as that.
Also Matthew 23:2-4  Religious leaders’ laws.

Matthew 23:23-28
Law was given in 1400 BC, Isaiah wrote about 700 BC, and Jesus’ ministry 25 AD


This verse, v 10, has one view of God.  That man must do for God before God will do for man.  

And with that view in hand, man makes his lists of what he must do to get from God.  Denominations, churches, councils, seminaries, movements, pastors all have THEIR list and they have verses to back them up.  

And it is all based on their view of God . . . PEOPLE your view of God is critical to your understanding of God and His grace.

Most people, most Christians have a view of God that says if I do for God He will do for me and that is legalism and leaves no room for grace.
Now the next verse is prophetic of what will happen when the Jews reject the message of the Messiah, the message of grace.  God will continue to teach the message through Gentiles.
v 11  Indeed, He will speak to this people Through stammering lips and a foreign tongue,
This is prophetic of the day of Pentecost and one aspect of the past ministry of speaking I tongues or foreign languages.  
You can find more information on this in any of the lessons we have done on the temporary gift of tongues.  For now we will move on to v 12
v 12  He who said to them, Here is rest, give rest to the weary, And, Here is repose, but they would not listen.
He is God’s message of Grace and that was Jesus’ message to those under Law:



Matthew 11:28-29  Jesus said: Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. 




Rest, in the Scriptures is always a result of God’s Grace and man’s faith.

So in vv 10 and 12 we have two very different views of God.  In verse 10 we have the view that says man must do for God before God will do for him.  That man has his list and when he keeps his list God will save, deliver, bless.

In verse 12 we have a very different view of God.  Here God is giving, offering rest to the ones who have been wearied by the demands, rules, laws and doing of v 10.
God gives a secure place of rest in what He has done.

WHAT IS YOUR VIEW OF GOD?
THE NEXT WORDS in v 12 are perhaps the saddest words in the Bible.

But they would not listen.
God offers grace and they were not willing to listen to it.  They rejected grace for law.  They rejected rest for working.  
Jeremiah ran head on into this problem a 100 years later, Jeremiah 22:33 And they have turned their back to Me, and not their face; though I taught them, teaching again and again, they would not listen and receive instruction.
The worse condition man can be in is to not listen to God’s grace
NOW IF the last words of verse 12 are the saddest words in the Bible, verse 13 is the most frightening.
v 13  So the word of the LORD to them will be, Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there, That they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken captive.

Notice the first word SO.  This is the Hebrew particle WE-HA-YAH and looks at a result or a conclusion.
So as a result of their not listening to the message of God’s grace and faith and rest, the word of the Lord . . . this phrase is found more than 250 times in the Bible and is synonymous with Truth and with the Gospel.  It is distinct from the Word of God, as we would use it for the Bible.  Not all the Bible is the words of the Lord, the Bible contains the words of Satan, the words of man, of unbelievers.
So this verse tells us what the Gospel will be to these who reject Grace through faith.

Their Gospel will be what it was for the religious crowd back in Isaiah’s day:

So the word of the LORD to them will be, Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there,
NIV:  So then, the word of the LORD to them will become: Do and do, do and do, rule on rule, rule on rule; a little here, a little there-- so that they will go and fall backward, be injured and snared and captured.
PLEASE NOTICE:  This is not the word of the Lord, it is the Word of Lord to them, what they see, what they get out of the Bible.

Every time they open the Bible, search the Scriptures they will see do and do, rules and rules, law and works.

Remember Galatians 1:6-7 there are two Gospels, but one is really not a gospel because it cannot save or deliver.

Why would God do this?  Why would God make them see nothing but Law in the Word of His Grace?  Why would God allow His Word to become something it is NOT!  Here is the answer:
That they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken captive.
That . . . purpose statement.  Here is the reason:  That they will find that they cannot keep the law they have established.  If they try to do for God, if they try to live under law, if they try works they will fail.

Warren Weirsbe often said works do not work.  And they don’t but it may only be by trying to live by Law and Works that one will see that works do not works.
We have two words, stumble backwards.  The first is to stumble, totter through the weakness of the legs.  To fail in utter weakness.
They stumble over two things:

FIRST:  They stumble over grace and faith.  They refuse it, they reject it.  The idea of receiving the work of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit by simple faith is too much for them, so they stumble over grace.

This is later described in Isaiah 28:16  Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.
NOW COMPARE THIS with Romans 9:30-33
SECOND:  They stumble over the Law.  This is what the Law is designed to do, to make you realize you cannot keep it., that you will fail if you try to keep the Law.  Doing Law, keeping a list is designed to show you how weak and frail you are.
Galatians 3:10  For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written (Deuteronomy 27:26), cursed is everyone who does not abide by all the things written I the book of the Law, to perform them.  

Worse thing that can happen to a person is to be successful in keeping their list.
Notice also how they are to fall, BACKWARDS, when you fall backwards you are going to hurt something.  When you fall forward you can usually catch yourself, break your fall.

But when you fall back wards you hurt something and what is hurt is your false view of God, your arrogance in thinking that if you do for God, God will have to then do for you.

Broken, Law injuries:  You find that the Law does not work
And snared:  You are trapped by your list

And captured:  In the prison of works that do not work

And it is from that injured, broken, snared and captured position of trying to live by works, by thinking you must do something for God, you may, MAY, discover grace.

MOST OF THE people I know who have discovered the life of Grace and Faith, not just at salvation but in the living of the Christian Life have done so only after falling backwards, being broken, snared and captured.

CONCLUSION TO THIS POINT:  God has designed this book, His Word, the Bible to both reveal and to conceal.
Illustration of that point:  The Parables.  He who has the ears of grace and faith let them hear.  Others just hear a nice story about how to plant crops and find something that is lost of a warning for sons not to waste their inheritance.

But from v 10 and v 12 we see there are two Gospels.  One that works, the Gospel of Grace and Faith and Rest.  And the other that does not work, the Gospel of Law and Works and Lists.

And both can found in the Bible.  It all depends on what is your view of God?
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO the Book of Job
The book of Job is the first OT book.  Moses wrote the Pentateuch to Israel during the time of the Exodus, 1440 BC.  But the book of Job predates those books by more than 600 years.

When written?

1. Job lived to be 210 years old, a life span consistent with the life spans of those who lived prior to Abraham who lived to be 175 years old.  

2. Job’s wealth was measured in livestock which was also true of the patriarchs

3. Job’s daughters were heirs of his estate along with their brothers (Job 42:15). This, however, was not possible later under the Mosaic Law if a daughter’s brothers were still living (Numbers 27:8).

4. The name Sadday is used of God 31 times in Job (compared with only 17 times elsewhere in the OT) and was a name familiar to the patriarchs

5. There is no mention of Israel, the Law, priesthoods, the patriarchs.  

6. The literary style and language would suggest a time prior to Abraham, so pre 2100 BC

Why is that important?  The Old Testament consists of thirty-nine books.  The first books in order are the Pentateuch written by Moses to Israel in the wilderness.  Then we have the books of the history of Israel, then the poets of Israel, then the Major and Minor Prophets of Israel.

When we look at the Old Testament we see it as being written to ISRAEL . . . 

EXCEPT FOR ONE BOOK which does not mention Israel, Abraham, Moses, the Law ad was most likely written prior to the time God even called Abraham.  The books of JOB

We see many races today, God sees only two; Jews and Gentiles

We are Gentiles and the Book of Job was not written to Jews but to Gentiles at a time in which there were only Gentiles on the face of the earth.

Most commentaries write about Job being a great literary work, which it is, but of it being the story of undeserved suffering.  While it does deal with that, most commentaries miss the main point of the account.

The book of Job begins in heaven with God and Satan debating over mankind.

Job Chapter One:

v 7     And the LORD said to Satan, From where do you come? Then Satan answered the LORD and said, From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.

v 8     And the LORD said to Satan, Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.

v 9     Then Satan answered the LORD, Does Job fear God for nothing?

v 10  Hast Thou not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.

v 11  But put forth Thy hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse Thee to Thy face. 7  And the LORD said to Satan, From where do you come? Then Satan answered the LORD and said, From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.

v 8  And the LORD said to Satan, Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.

v 9  Then Satan answered the LORD, Does Job fear God for nothing?

v 10  Hast Thou not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.

v 11  But put forth Thy hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse Thee to Thy face.

Satan is already Satan, the accuser, he is fallen.  He is not in Hell, he has access to heaven.  

He accuses God of unfairness.  That Job is only worshipping God because God blesses Job and his family.  

Satan is allowed to bring suffering to Job, first by loss of wealth and family and then personally by way of disease.

SIDE NOTE:  The Gospel of Jesus Christ is found in Job 1.  Notice vv 13

vv 14-15  Sabeans took oxen and donkeys and killed servants

v 16
     Fire of God came from heaven consumed the sheep

v 17
     Chaldeans took the camels and killed servants

vv 18-19   Great wind collapse the house killed sons and daughters

NOTICE SOMETHING out of place?  Something different?  The sheep were killed by God.  Sheep are a picture of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, who will take away the sins of the world.

