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From our study of the ten accusations made by Satan against God in the book of Job and God’s answer in Isaiah and in Romans we have found that while it may appear to be humanly and even supernaturally impossible for God to save, deliver, make just and righteous, and make the unclean clean, He will do it and He will do it alone.

And the only way this can be done is for God to do it and to do it alone and not in anyway violate His holiness.

In Isaiah 43:12 God says:  It is I who have declared and saved and proclaimed, And there was no strange god among you; So you are My witnesses, declares the LORD, And I am God.
The means is Jesus Christ, God’s son and the method of extending this to man is grace.
Even as God was declaring that He would do it and He would do it alone in the OT, some got and some did not.
We even saw in Isaiah 28:12-13 that while God offers the rest that comes from faith in Him, trusting Him to His people they would not listen.  So then what they would see in the Word would law, rules, works.

While many saw then and see now works we do have examples in the Old Testament of those who understood that it would be grace and not law, that it would be faith and not works.

Joshua Chapter Twenty-four, vv 14-24 Rehearsing their responsibilities
Prior to this in Joshua chapter 23 and the first part of Joshua 24 God’s leader for His people gave a final challenge to the leaders of the people in three parts.
Never once did he mention the Law

Then in Joshua 24:1-13 he reviewed God’s intervention and watch care over Israel from the time Abraham, to when they went into Egypt and God brought them out and up to the present. 

It was God who spoke through Joshua in this review of Israel’s history; 18 times the personal pronoun I is used: I took . . . I gave . . .  I assigned . . . I sent . . .  I afflicted . . .  I brought . . . I delivered.  
God reviewed the marvelous deeds He had performed for Israel’s benefit. Any greatness Israel achieved was not by her effort but through God’s grace and enablement. 

From first to last Israel’s conquests, deliverances, and prosperity were because of God’s good mercies and were not of their own making.

God did it and He did it alone.  Even when the troops of Israel were allowed to participate, they were vastly outnumbered, showing again that God would do it and could do it alone.

Remember Satan’s accusation of Job 25, Bildah’s speech?

vv 2-3  Dominion and awe belong to Him Who establishes peace in His heights.  Is there any number to His troops? And upon whom does His light not rise?
God won the prehistoric angelic battle only because He had more troops
So God wins many of the OT battles with less troops.  The battle (?) of Jericho is certainly an example of that!

PRINCIPLE:  It is important for any people of any nation to know their history.  And even more so when one can see the hand of God in establishing them as a nation.  This was true for Israel then and for the USA today.
Now Joshua address the people with their responsibilities:  Notice, NO LAW

v 14  Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.
Five Stipulations:  
1. Fear the Lord:  The Hebrew YA-RE and is what should bring men into the presence of God.  The first time the word was used in Scripture is when Adam fell and hid from God because he was afraid and yet it should have been his fear, reverence, respect for God that should have brought him to God, not away from God.

Pagan fear their gods and hid from them, we fear the one true God and cling to Him

2. Serve Him:  First used for cultivation or tilling the land.  This looks at our work of faith in the fields of the Lord.
3. In Sincerity:  This is TAM-IM and means blamelessness and would be looking at the believer in fellowship
4. In Truth:  One of the two spheres of power for the believer, Spirit and Truth.
5. Put away the gods (idols):  Here is action of their part as a result of the attitude, get rid of the idols
v 15  And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
Joshua boldly challenged them to choose between the gods of Ur their ancestors worshipped beyond the River Euphrates, the gods of the Amorites in Canaan, and Him, the One true God. 
Then, adding example to exhortation, Israel’s venerated leader assured them that whatever their choice his mind was made up, his course clear: as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. .
v 16  And the people answered and said, Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods;
The people responded, moved by the force of Joshua’s arguments and the magnetism of his example. 
Their response / statement is very interesting:  It is more a statement about them then about the Lord . . .

Far be it from us is the Hebrew CHA-LI-LAH, an interjection of surprise. It is a very strong statement that expresses more than just a desire or willingness but an attitude that the very thought of this is absurd.  It is like saying, we would never do such a thing and why would you even imply that we would!
And yet the near future of Israel is riddled with times of serving other gods.
v 17  This is the people speaking, they understood what God had done:  for the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and who did these great signs in our sight and preserved us through all the way in which we went and among all the peoples through whose midst we passed.

v 18a  And the LORD drove out from before us all the peoples, even the Amorites who lived in the land. 
It cannot be said that these are people who do not know God, they do.  And they know what he has done in their mists.  

So their problem will not be one of lacking knowledge but in asserting themselves into God’s plan by way of works.

Warning:  Knowledge does not keep you in faith; faith will keep you in knowledge.

Paul tells us in Romans 10:17 that faith comes from hearing and hearing from the word of Christ but this is only when first we are pursing God by faith as Paul states in Romans 9:32.

So it is faith first and that faith in God beings us to the Word and then the word will build us in faith.
The people of Joshua day knew the Word but were pursuing God by works and their promises.
v 18b  We also will serve the LORD, for He is our God.
They say they despised the very thought of forsaking the God who had delivered them out of Egypt, that land of slavery and protected them in the wilderness, and brought them into the land of promise.  
They make a promise that they would serve the Lord only and not other gods.
v 19  Then Joshua said to the people, You will not be able to serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgression or your sins.
When Joshua spoke again we see that he was not at all impressed with their burst of enthusiasm. He detects some traces of insincerity mixed with emotion. 
Joshua catches onto their self effort response.  And tells them, they cannot do what they have promised to do.  

God is holy and in the holiness code of Leviticus 19:2  Be holy as I am holy.
This is impossible and man must rely upon the Lord for whatever holiness he may possess.  

He will not forgive your transgression or your sins (notice the plural, the nation)
Joshua did not mean that God was not a God of forgiveness. He meant that God was not to be worshiped or served lightly, and that to forsake Him deliberately to serve idols would be a presumptuous, willful sin for which there was no forgiveness under the Law (Numbers 15:30) for the nation.  Such sin would result in disaster. 
v 20  If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume you after He has done good to you.
Joshua probably hoped that the people would bring forth their idols for destruction but they did not

But there was no such response so Joshua bluntly declared, You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; He is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 
v 21  And the people said to Joshua, No, but we will serve the LORD.
Once more the people responded to Joshua’s probing words, earnestly reaffirming their ability to serve the Lord.
v 22  And Joshua said to the people, You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen for yourselves the LORD, to serve Him. And they said, We are witnesses.
Joshua spoke a third time, pointedly challenging them to serve as witnesses against themselves if they did turn aside from God. And the people immediately replied Yes, we are witnesses.
v 23  Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are in your midst, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.
Joshua then spoke a fourth and final time, coming again to the point he had mentioned at the beginning. Now then . . .  throw away the foreign gods that are among you (v 14). 

He had heard their words and now challenged them to prove their faith by their works. Knowing that many of them were secretly practicing idolatry Joshua demanded that they remove their foreign gods. 
v 24  And the people said to Joshua, We will serve the LORD our God and we will obey His voice.
Without the slightest hesitation the people shouted, We will serve the Lord our God and obey Him. They said they would be obedient servants of God, not slaves of Egypt or of other gods. (The words serve, served, and serving occur 13 times in vv 14-24.
But Joshua has told them that there can be no mixing of allegiance to God with idol worship. 

A firm choice had to be made then as in every generation. People must choose between expediency and principle, between this world and eternity, between God and idols. 

HERE WE HAVE AN EXAMPLE of one man who understood God’s declaration of Grace and a whole nation who saw nothing but law and works.

THE RESULT WOULD be the period of the judges in which Israel served other gods in thirteen repeating cycles.

Let’s look at another Example:  David and Solomon
Here we have two men, father and son, both kings of Israel, both believers, but very different believers.

I Samuel 13:14 and Acts 13:22 David is called a man after God’s own heart.
I Kings 11:6  And Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not follow the Lord fully, as David his father had done.
And the difference, the evil in the sight of the Lord that Solomon did was not in sin.  If anything, Solomon was more moral than his father.  Yes he had a lot of wives and concubines but it is never reported that he was involved in adultery, nor in murder, nor in any of the sins that David sinned.
So what kind of evil was Solomon guilty of?  

We need to compare two passages both dealing with a very similar issue.  
I Chronicles 16:7-36  David’s prayer at the time the Ark came into the Tabernacle

Not one time in this chapter and prayer is the personal pronoun I used.
The whole emphasis is on what God has and is doing

I Chronicles 16:15  David calls upon the people to remember the covenant God made with Abraham, an unconditional covenant

I Chronicles 16:35  At the end of the prayer, the people praised the Lord

I Kings 8:23-66  Solomon’s prayer at the tie the Ark comes into the Temple
I Kings 8:13  I have surely built God a lofty house

I Kings 8:21  I have set a place for the Ark

I Kings 8:27  This house I have built   

SEVEN times in this chapter Solomon says I have built this house for God.

I Kings 8:56  Solomon sees the rest that Israel has as a result of their keeping of the covenant God made with Moses.  A conditional covenant.
I Kings 8:66  The people, at the end of the prayer, blessed the king

Look closely at v 32  Act and judge . . . condemning the wicked / justify the righteous by giving him according to his righteousness.  

Back to the works reward mentality of good and evil, reward and punishment

NOW In I Kings 9:3-9 it appears that God will answer Solomon’s prayer but what God is really doing is giving Solomon His stipulations for blessing which is first and foremost Follow Me.
And the way you follow someone you cannot see is by faith

Solomon wanted to make a deal with God, we will do our part and God, you do your part according the conditional covenant.

And remember later in Isaiah 28 God said, if that is what you want, that is what you will get . . . rule on rule, line on line, a little here and a little there.
Another passage that teaches the same truth, or lack of truth when people do not seek truth is in Ezekiel 14
vv 4-5  To the Elders:  Therefore speak to them and tell them, Thus says the Lord GOD, Any man of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, puts right before his face the stumbling block of his iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the LORD will be brought to give him an answer in the matter in view of the multitude of his idols, in order to lay hold of the hearts of the house of Israel who are estranged from Me through all their idols.
vv 7-8  The same warning is given to all of Israel

Here the person is involved in idolatry and yet calls upon God and God says I will answer but in doing so I will set my face against him.
The petition may be granted but the desire, the outcome, the result will not be what was expected.

This brings us to the only way to seek God and what He has done for us through His Grace:

AND THAT IS BY FAITH

1. Faith is an act of trust.  We might find that using the word trust communicates to some better than the word faith.
Faith is resting in the power or sufficiency or work of someone else (Analogy of the chair).

Faith is then relying or trusting one the one God has sent.  John 6:25-29 

Compare Isaiah 48:16   Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken in secret, from the time it took place, I was there.  And now the Lord God has sent Me, and His Spirit.
God sent His Son for our eternal salvation and His Spirit (the Holy Spirit) for our temporal salvation.  Our part is simple non-meritorious trust.

2. Faith is passive, not active, that it faith is a means of receiving from God.  This is all helpless man can do to receive from God.  Receive by faith, not doing for God but receiving from God.

By means of nothing but faith (trust) we received from God what He and He alone did.  Man does not earn or deserve anything good from God.  We receive from God by faith which is the only thing that can meet grace.  

Romans 4:16  For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that the promise may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all
Faith is the only thing that is compatible with Grace for salvation one and two or living the Christian life

3. The issue of faith is always the object of faith not how much faith we have.  We are not saved by faith or restored by faith; we are saved by the work of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, and restored by the work of the Spirit of God.

4. Faith has no power.  Faith has no merit.  The power and merit of faith is the object of faith and if that object is the wrong object there is no power from that faith.

Faith must be in the right person to do the right thing.
We do not trust in our car battery to keep our gas tank full of fuel.  And we do not trust in Christ to make us prosperous or wealthy.  We trust in Christ for eternal life.  And we trust in the Holy Spirit for the Spiritual life.

5. Faith must be in the One who God has sent.  The faith God is looking for is not our faith in what we do or what we know or in a principle or a process.  Our faith is to be in a person.

We can say we have faith but that faith is misdirected into something that we are doing.

Or one might say I have faith that if I walk down an aisle or get baptized God ill save me.  That is wrong faith.

A person might say I have faith in tithing and that if I tithe God will bless me.  That is wrong faith.

A person could even say that I have faith that if I do in obedience a verse of Scripture God will then do for me.  That is wrong faith.
The difference can be seen in these two statements:
I, God, will do for you if you do for me.   Trust me and do . . . 

Whereas:  I God will do for you, trust me.

People, believers, will use the word faith and yet it is not a faith that glorifies God.  The object of our faith must be God and it is then our faith in God that frees him to act in our lives to His glory.  He receives all the glory.
6. It is not only important to know BY faith it is also important to know WHY faith.  Faith puts God’s sufficiency and power to the test in Spiritual warfare.  Our works do not do that, our works only test ourselves whereas Grace and faith puts God to the test and He is glorified. 
7. Faith is the means whereby we receive and are benefited by what God alone can do.  This starts at the Cross and continues in the Spirit filled life with its blessings in life and all the joy of this life.  All is received on the basis of faith that it might be in accordance with grace.
