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GRACE AND FAITH FOR THE BELIEVER
LESSON:  \DOCTRINE\Grace and Faith 08.doc
LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal 03n Grace and Faith.doc 

Why is it important for us to know how to recover from sins?
1. First, because we do sin.  As you grow in Christ you may sin less but you will not be sinless until you absent from the body I death and are with the Lord

2. Secondly because God wants to have fellowship with you.

Revelation 3:20  This is the Lord speaking:  Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.
3. Thirdly, the only way we can actively enjoy God’s power in our lives is when we are in fellowship.

4. Fourthly, we can only mature in Christ when we are filled with the Holy Spirit

5. And the only way we can ever fulfill the New Commandment, and love as Christ loves which is the true sign of maturity is in the F/HS

So the only way we can live, be lead, learn and love as a maturing believer is in our relationship with the Holy Spirit.

Believing in the One whom God has sent . . . . 

Faith is the only way we can enjoy what God has done and He has done it alone

BUT WHERE IS all this Grace and Faith teaching taking us?  It should take us to Love.

Maturity in Christ is loving as Christ loves . . .  And that spiritual love is formed in us in a supernatural way by the Holy Spirit

How Spiritual Love is Formed in us:
Romans 5:5  The love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
Romans 15:30  Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me.
I Corinthians 16:14  Let all that you do be done in love.
II Corinthians 6:4 and 6  In everything commending ourselves as servants of God . . . in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love.
Galatians 5:6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.
Would faith work through something that is merely of the flesh?

Galatians 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love . . .
Ephesians 6:24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with a love incorruptible.
Colossians 1:8  And he (Epaphras)  also informed us of your love in the Spirit.
I Timothy 1:5  But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart
II Timothy 1:7  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
I John 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves (Spiritual love) is born of God and knows God.
I John 4:19  We love, because He first loved us.
Paul’s Prayer for all Believers to have Spiritual Love:  Ephesians 3:14-19

v 14  For this reason (the faith life), I bow my knees before the Father,
v 15  from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,
v 16  that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man;

This can only happen through faith, being in fellowship and trusting the Holy Spirit
v 17  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
Our position, our feet are firmly planted in the concert of God’s unconditional love

v 18  may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
v 19  and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Our potential, do you know how much God loves you?  Do you know that as you may delight in Him, he delights in you more.  As you may enjoy the fellowship you have with Him, He enjoys the fellowship He has with you more.

v 20  Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,
v 21  to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
In Paul's prayer his request in verse 17 is that believers be rooted and grounded in spiritual love.

And then in verse 19 the request is to know the love of Christ which surpasses (but includes) knowledge.


Between the two requests we have a description of the love of God.  LOVE is never defined in the Word, but it is described.  I Corinthians 13 describe our love towards other believers and this passage describes God's love towards us.

1. It has breadth:  God's love is so broad that it is extended to the whole world.

John 3:16  For God so love the world that He gave His only begotten Son 
2. It has length:  God's love is long; it is longer than even the history of creation.

Revelation 13:8 talks of the Lamb of God slain before the foundations of the world.
3. It has height:  God's love is higher than even the highest thoughts of man.  His love goes beyond the thinking, the imagination of man.

The highest point of God's love was the cross upon which the Son of God was lifted up to die for the sins of the human race.

4. It has depth:  God's love goes deeper than what we might even be able to comprehend.



Romans 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!

The only way we can understand the breadth, the length, the height, and the depth of God's love is by the Holy Spirit who imparts this love to us and pours out to us God's love.
Let’s look at seven things about God’s Love:

1. God’s Love is Giving:  Love involves action and God so love the world that He gave His Son and God loves you as one who had put faith in His Son for salvation.  He loves you and gives Himself and His Holy Spirit to you.

2. Sacrificial:  No greater love and no greater sacrifice could be offered by that love than the love that stood by watching man, who He created, nail His Son to a Roman Cross.  He suffered and died for me, He suffered and died for you.  Do not ever think you are not loved.

3. Unconditional:  God’s love extends to us when we deserve it the least.  God loves you and me, He loves the unlovable.

4. Eternal:  Remember Jesus’ own promise to us?  I will never leave you nor forsake you?  The eternal love of God reaches into eternity past when God knew of us and into the present and on into the future.  It is forever.

5. Pure:  God’s love is not just emotion; it is not a love that overlooks but a love that sought a way to justify even the most horrible of sinners.  It is a love in which there is not condemnation to the ones love because the condemnation was given to Christ on the Cross.  God’s love is holy, just, pure.

6. Comforting:  In the most difficult situations of life you can always know that God loves you.  Our security in life is not found in what we do or what we have.  Our true comfort and security is found in God’s never ending love.

7. Life-Changing:  We make comments about someone when know when we see them falling in love.  Love changes people.  And the most powerful, most pure, most giving love in the entire universe, the love of God, will change us when we but grasp how much God really loves us.   

The New Commandment:  Our Goal in the Christ Centered Life
John 13:34  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.   By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.
John 15:12  This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.
John 15:17  This I command you, that you love one another.

Here is the bottom line:  Through the Filling of the Holy Spirit and the intake of the Word of God (under the ministries of the Holy Spirit) we can grow to love as Christ loved:
And that is the true sign that we are disciples of Christ, that we are mature believers.

I John 3:16
Three things that can be said of this spiritual love that we can reflect:

1. First, it is spontaneous:  That is, there is nothing that merits it.  There is no cause in the one who is loved.  It is not summoned or called forth.  It is sacrificial.  It is initiated by the lover because he wills or chooses to love.

2. Secondly, it is self-giving.  It is not interested in what it can gain but what it can give.  Its goal is not to satisfy the lover but help and benefit the one who is loved.

3. Thirdly, it is active.  It is not a mere attitude of the heart.  It is seeks, it pursues, it expresses itself in words and in deeds.  It moves to help fulfill the needs of the one loved.

A pretty lofty love isn’t it.  It is understandable why it cannot be conjured up by human will or emotion.

Look at these three verses that teach the uniqueness of this love:

I John 4:19  We love, because He first loved us
II Peter 1:4  That . . . you might become partakers of the divine nature
Romans 5:5   The love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us
John, in I John 4:7 writes:  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
TWO PARTS to having this love of God in us and reflected from us . . . that you are born of God and that you know God.
Many believers who are born of God do not know God.

A.W. Tozer said:  What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.
What we think of God defines us, shapes us, comforts us.  If we have an incorrect view of God it is that incorrect view that we will reflect.

The carnal believer is born again; he or she is a believer.  But they are incapable of this love, this supernatural spiritual love because they do not know God.
They may try to counterfeit it but that is not easily done:  Look at what is involved in this love:

1. It is a love for God Himself (I Corinthians 16:22)

2. A love for fellow believers (I John 3:14)

3. Love for truth and righteousness (Romans 6:17-18)

4. A love for the Word of God (Psalms 1:2)

5. And even a love for one’s enemies (Matthew 5:44)

Such a love is contrary to human nature.  It is antithetical to our natural selfishness.

Sadly, most of us have encountered Christians who talk a lot about God, about the Bible, and yet are void of any spiritual love.  Sadly, some of us may have at one time or another fit that description.

NOW A VERY GOOD QUESTION TO ASK at this point is how do I know if I know God, the God who is love?  I know I am saved because the Bible tells me that if I have believed in Christ as my Savior I have eternal life.  But do I know God?  Do I abide in Him?

II Corinthians 13:5  Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?

1. Do we love God and is that love growing?

2. Do we love God more now than we did in the past?  Take inventory, test yourself.

3. Are we increasing in our love for God’s Word, His love letter to us?

4. Do we have a love expressed in mercy, patience, kindness to other believers?

5. Do we love the unbeliever enough that we want to see all men saved?

6. And here is the big one:  Are we coming to a point of love where we can even love our enemies and those who hate us?

Love is a powerful force and when we love as Christ loved we can see three things the Love of God, to us, in us, and from us, will do:

1. Love promotes service:

Paul said that he was controlled by the love of God:   II Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died.

2. Love prompts Sacrifice:



Philippians 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself. 



I John 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  

3. Love prevents Schisms:



Ephesians 4:2  With all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, 



Ephesians 4:15  But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ. 



Colossians 3:14 And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 


Of everything that could validate our faith, it is our love for one another that Jesus said would demonstrate to the world both seen and unseen, that we are His disciples.


And that love is only possible as we live the spiritual life in the Spirit and that is only possible when we understand that God has done it all and He has done it alone, and that what God has done is offered to us in Grace and that they only way we can receive Grace is by Faith alone.

And it is then that we can know all that God has for us:

Romans 11:22-36 

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who has know the mind of the Lord, or who has become His counselor (reflects the questions God asked of Job)?  Who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to Him again?  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
