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GALATIANS, CHAPTER ONEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-01c.doc

INTRODUCTION:
Jonathan Edwards:  As there is no true religion where there is nothing but affection (emotion), so there is no true religion where there is no religious affection.  
The problem today as then is that some believers want only emotions and if that is what they desire, be sure that Satan will hand it to them.
Galatians 1:6-9  The Statement of the Problem and the Basis of the Spiritual Life:

At issue in the understanding of these verses and the problem that was occurring in these Gentile Churches is what was it that they were deserting and what was being distorted?

The answer is obvious from vv 6-7 that it was the Gospel of Grace . . . but what does that mean?

Most commentaries take the problem to be a distortion of the salvation Gospel.  But when we consider the situation in Galatia and the content of the letter, that is really not it.

CONSIDER:  

1. To distort the salvation Gospel the Judiazers would have had to directly disagree with Paul’s salvation teaching.  They would have had to denigrate Paul.  

2. They would have had to say that Paul was wrong in how he lead these people to the Lord.
3. So in deserting the Lord and distorting the Gospel they would have rejected Paul

4. Thus, any letter written by him would have been immediately dismissed as false teaching.
5. So the approach of the Judiazers was not to contradict Paul or his salvation teaching but to teach a false doctrine of works for spiritual growth

6. Also, the letter contains only one verse that corrects any false view of salvation:

Galatians 2:16  nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.
7. But the letter contains an entire chapter and more on error of tying to live the CCL by works, Galatians 2:18 through 5:1  including the allegory of Sarah and Hagar which makes no sense if it is about salvation one.

8. And the legalisms that are mentioned have nothing to do with salvation even in the false teaching of religious Judaism:

Galatians 4:10 You observe days and months and seasons and years.
Galatians 5:2  Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.
9. So the problem was not false teaching regarding the Gospel of salvation but was false teaching regarding the Gospel of the Christian Life.  

10. However, often once a believer distorts the grace – faith principle in the CCL they will go back to salvation and distort the grace – faith principle there also.

NOW BACK to Galatians Chapter One, v 6-7  

v 6   I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 

We too might be amazed at how quickly these who were taught Grace and Faith in salvation have deserted Christ and are now being persuaded by a Law and Works teaching.

v 7  which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 
The MASCULINE PLURAL use of the participle indicates that the ones troubling the Galatian believers were a group of men who we know came north from Jerusalem.

These men troubled the soul or used an emotional approach with these grace oriented Gentile believers.
They found that a little truth mixed with a lot of emotion is a very powerful weapon of persuasion.  

First, some General Principles of Emotions: 

1. Emotions are a powerful force within the soul.  We have crimes of passion which are motivated by emotions.  We have people doing all kinds of things out of emotions.

2. The new Christian does not have the sufficiency of doctrine in His soul to stabilize in the midst of emotionalism

3. Emotions are the appreciators of the soul and they should respond to the intellect.  You emotionally appreciate what you have knowledge of.

4. In emotionalism the emotions dictate to the soul and to the intellect and usually with disastrous results.  David in his adultery with Bathsheba allowed his emotions to rule out everything he knew about what was right or wrong.  

5. The mature or growing believer has come to recognize that emotions are the appreciators of the soul and can be enjoyed but must never control.

Never make a decision out of emotionalism or while being controlled by your emotions

If you are normally an emotional person, doubly consider decisions you make

If you are in a situation where no decisions are required of you, no role of responsibility or leadership, then enjoy your emotions fully.

Remember what Solomon said:  There is a time to mourn, a time to laugh

6. In Galatia we see Satan's early attempt to pervert the grace faith teaching of God in the CCL and then also in salvation.

7. His approach is an emotional approach.  Throughout history the Evil one has used everything from emotions to false rationalism and pseudo-intellectualism to attack grace.  He will stoop to any tactic

Many studies have been done and more are to be done on persuasion.  That is one of the key elements in advertising and in political campaigns.  The ones who want to do the persuading are called the programmers or control agents.  
Their job is to get you to think, buy, vote, do.  To accomplish that they have to find the right trigger.  And since numbers count, they will find what the right trigger is for the most people.
And today, that is most often emotion and today is not that different than any time in human history.

How can the control agent persuade?  What kind or combination of kinds of appeals can he use to persuade you to think something, do something, vote this way or that?

1. A Rational Appeal:  Appealing to logic, getting you to consider and think about something and take action:

EXAMPLE:  Telling you that independent studies have shown that this car has the lowest maintenance issues and problems in it first 100,000 miles.

OR This product has the longest warranty

A rational appeal requires that the facts be right, nothing more wrong than saying something that can be proven as untrue.  

A rational appeal also requires the subject to think, to consider, using mental abilities.  And most control agents know that people today are just too lazy to do that.

2. An Emotional Appeal:  Appeal to the feelings.  What looks good, what makes you feel good.

EXAMPLE:  Can’t you just see yourself cruising down the highway in this beautiful Chevrolet?  
More on this approach in a moment

3. There is also an emotional appeal combined with a rational appeal.  This approach combines facts and feelings.

This is perhaps the strongest appeal to most people.  It makes sense and it makes you feel good.  

EXAMPLE:  You will look great in this beautiful car AND it has the highest rating for the fewest maintenance problem.  Well that’s it, I’ll buy it!
There the emotions are appealed to but then facts are given so you won’t think you are just making some emotional decision.

Most new cars are sold that way . . . 

4. There is also the emotional appeal combined with a rational appeal in which the facts are not correct.  There, the emotion is used to cover up any lack of logic or misconstructions of truth.

People like Hitler used this approach, so do a lot of politicians today.  And so did the Judiazers in Galatia 2000 years ago.

Trigger the emotions and then you can lead them into anything weather it is true or not.

Listen to what Frank Litz, a Republican strategist, recently said in a Frontiline interview:  

What matters most in politics is personality. It's not issues; it's not image.  My job as a pollster is to understand what really matters. Those levers of importance - sometimes they're called levers; sometimes they're called triggers. What causes people to buy a product? What causes someone to pull a lever and get them to vote? I need to know the specifics of that. And in politics, more often than not, it's about the personality of the individual rather than where they stand, and that's exactly the opposite of what most people will think.

Emotional Appeals. Emotional appeals all have two things in common: 

1. They attempt to elicit an emotional response that will serve as the basis of any decision made, instead of presenting an argument and relying on its soundness. 

2. As a result, they are never acceptable in an argument, though they can be quite effective in arousing non-rational responses.
One University study pointed out that:  

Fallacious appeals to emotions are effective because it's easier for most people not to think critically, but to rely on their gut reaction; and it's easier for the person making the appeal to excite his listeners' emotions than to construct a persuasive argument. As a result, those who try to persuade us most often--politicians and advertisers-- tend to rely on emotional appeals in order to motivate us to do things that we might not for purely rational reasons. 

Fallacious appeals can target almost any emotion, but some are more common than others. There are six different primary emotional appeals: fear, loyalty, pity, prejudice, spite, and vanity. 
1. Appeal to fear, also called a scare tactic.  This can be veiled or blunt.  It can even rise to the level of an out and out threat to yourself or your family.

2. Appeal to loyalty:  Man is a social being and wants to be a part of a larger group.  So this approach threatens a disenfranchisement from the group.  This can also take the form of peer pressure or getting on the right bandwagon.

We need to stick together.  What will others think?  If one falls we all fall.  Everyone is doing it.

3. Appeal to pity:  This is not a rational explanation of need but rather the sob story.  There is nothing wrong with saying I need food because I have not eaten for two days (unless it is a lie).  But to present that fact in such a way as to elicit pity is an emotional appeal.  

This can also include the appeal to indirect consequences which might be called the slippery slope sob story.  If I do not have money for food my child will die.  
4. Appeal to prejudice:  A prejudice is a predisposition to judge groups of people or things either positively or negatively, even after the facts of a case indicate otherwise.
This can certainly include hate speech, it is us against them, but can also just try to establish the control agent and the subject into a special group.

This appeal can also spill over into the appeal to spite

5. Appeal to spite:  Appeals to spite, to hatred, and to indignation attempt to tap into how a person feels about people or things.  It is similar to the appeal to pity but instead draws a person into one’s situation.

This can work well in the everyone is against us approach.  We invite others to join us in our indignation, our outrage.
6. Appeal to vanity:   Also known as apple-polishing, the strategy behind this fallacy is to create a predisposition toward agreement by paying compliments. The success of the strategy depends on a combination of the vanity of the target and the subtlety of the compliment.  
People who are vain are real suckers for this kind of appeal.  That is why some many men use this approach with women and with some women it works very well, or very badly if you consider the consequences.  

NOW, how did the Judiazers persuade these very Gentile Galatian believers to go from grace and faith at salvation to law and works for blessing and living the CCL?
An emotional appeal, and it could have been fear, loyalty, prejudice, or even with some vanity, mixed with slightly false doctrine, one that had some verses to back it up, or in this case the whole OT Law, and the hook was set. 
HOW EMOTIONALISM destroys grace (Or the Fragmentation of the Believer):

1. The appeal to the emotions begins with a false idea or doctrine leading the believer into fear and worry.  Appeal of fear mixed with a statement that is not true.
What is called in verse 7 a Perverting of the Gospel
ILLUSTRATION:  You can lose your salvation, maybe you are not really saved, you have to obey some human standard for God to love you, don't you feel like a Christian, on and on.

2. Once fear and worry set in, the objective reality of the Word of God is eliminated by these strong emotions.  This is emotions in revolt against the soul

Cannot be caught up in M.A.S. and be objective about the WOG at the same time.  Either occupied with self or with Christ . . . not both

3. With doctrine gone, and emotions on, instability results which leads to depression



The most depressed people in the world today are believers in emotional revolt

4. Depression leads to a frantic search for happiness and the fragmented life of the believer.

Up one moment, down the next.  Go here or go there looking for a spiritual (but really emotional) fix

5. And this fragmented life style falls right into legalism, judging others, self-righteous arrogance, moral degeneracy, and the panacea of the works of the flesh . . . with not one drop of grace

The Galatians were know to be a vacillating group of people who would easily and quickly change their minds so they were prime targets for the emotional attack of Satan through the Judiazers

v 7   Continues with the word PERVERT which means to change, to twist, to turn.
The idea of perversion begins with that which is right and then distorts it just enough to make it something completely different.

PRINCIPLE:  The perversion of the Gospel of Grace in Jesus Christ will not be a drastic departure but only enough that the gospel is turned, twisted, changed

ILLUSTRATION:  Faith + total commitment for Salvation.  Making the Lord, Lord of all.  You do not make the Lord, lord of anything, He did that on the Cross

Rather than Faith + nothing!

***************  

v 8  A Warning:  But even though (3rd cc) we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 
Paul opens up two possibilities:

1. A former sound communicator goes into apostasy.  We see this too often.  Those who for years communicated sound doctrine start using experience instead of the Word and spin off

2. Angels (Fallen angels) from heaven (not the abode of God) communicating false doctrine.

Old Joe Smith should have memorized this verse because his angel Moronie was a demon communicating a perverted Gospel

The Common Denominator of the Cults:  Added Revelation:

Revelation 22:18-19  For I testify unto every man that hears the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
1. Joseph Smith:  Visited by the angel Moroni and given books full of new revelation

2. Ellen G. White:  Founder of the Seventh Day Adventist, claimed to receive revelation from God

3. Mary Baker Glover Patterson Eddie:  Christian Science, had visits from angelic spirit masters

4. J.W. Russell:  His 1914 Kingdom vision saw the Rapture at the start of WWI and the end times 7 years later.

5. Current apostates such as Kenneth Copeland and Oral Roberts have claimed special revelation from God

6. Some forms of the Catholic Church are even called a cult by the church in Rome.  As a cult, has had a history of visions dating back to 590 AD

PRINCIPLE:  God did not make a mistake in reveling His truth to us.  It is complete and it is right.

So PAUL says even if he came back into town with some different gospel, they were to consider him to be a curse.

Anathema - As we saw in I Corinthians 16:22 If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed for the Lord comes.

The cultic Greek meaning was an animal sacrifice to a god and thus putting the animal under the wrath of the gods

The IDEA here is that anyone who dares pervert that which belongs to God, His Grace and Faith message, is putting himself at the disposition of the very wrath of God

v 9   So strongly does Paul wish to emphasize this point that he repeats the warning:  As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed. 
The word AGAIN is , which means to do something again and again so as to arrive at a goal, like hammering in a nail.

The change from verse 8 to verse 9:

1. The IF changes from 3cc to a 1cc.  There are others who are preaching a false gospel

2. In verse 8 he spoke of himself and his companions or angels, now he broadens the curse out to anyone who would preach a false gospel

3. In verse 8 he described the Gospel we preached whereas now he refers to the Gospel ye received.
They had received the accurate information regarding Jesus Christ and they received it and believed it.


BUT NOW they were departing from it

4. In both verse BESIDES is the preposition PARA meaning along side, and we see that this false gospel comes along side the truth and perverts it

GALATIANS 1:10 through 2:21  

Paul defends his Apostleship:  

Gal 1:10-17
Paul's Conversion

Gal 1:18-24
Paul's dependence upon God alone

Gal 2:1-10
Relationship to the Apostles (the eleven).  This is fourteen years after his conversion

Gal 2:10-21
Paul's apostolic authority in Antioch.  As illustrated by how he had to chew out Peter

v 10  REMEMBER:  Paul has just stated the problem, that they have been caused to desert Jesus Christ and the Gospel of Grace. For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.

THEREFORE:  In verse 10-12 he will tell where he got this Gospel.  Bottom line is that it was from Jesus Christ.

Two Questions:

1. Do I now persuade men or God?
The arguments he gives are not given to convince God, God knows Paul is an apostle and that he is communicating the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Thus, the answer is men . . . he communicates to persuade men.

PERSUADE is pres, act, ind of PEITHO             , which means to bring about a change of mind by use of reason.



Contrast to troubleling in verse 7

PRINCIPLE:  Paul argues the truth appealing not to the emotions but to reason, so as to bring about a change of mind regarding Jesus Christ.

2. Or do I seek to please men?
If he did he was not doing a very good job of it.  Paul did not win any Old World popularity contests.

Most invisible heroes do not win friends but they do more than influence people, they influence history.

PRINCIPLE:  Paul will persuade men but not to the point of compromise of the truth just to please men.  He sticks with the truth!

Then a statement:

I would not have been a slave of Christ If (2nd cc EI + AV) I still pleased men.

Some interesting implications:

1. Paul had been a please of men as an unbeliever

2. He made a decision to please Christ as a slave pleases his master

3. This meant that he no longer pleased men.  


A.W. Tozer said: To be right with God often means to be wrong with man.
William Penn stated: Right is right, even if everyone is against it; and wrong is wrong, even if everyone is for it.
When he talks about being a slave of Christ he uses MIDDLE voice on the verb to indicate that he is benefited by being a slave to Jesus Christ.

PRINCIPLES:

1. We live to please our Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ

2. If this pleases men that is secondary to our primary objective, to please our Lord

3. With men we are to persuade, using clear communication, logical reasoning, progressing to a conclusion.

4. Even when men are not pleased with this that doesn’t matter, the Lord is pleased when we communicate His grace

A FEW VERSES:

I Thessalonians 2:4  But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which tries our hearts.
I Corinthians 7:23  Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.  

Romans 8:8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  

Hebrew 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  

I Thessalonians 4:1  Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.
TO PLEASE GOD:  Cannot do it in the flesh, must have faith in God and His word, receive it so as to be able to walk (application) pleasing God . . . result, abound more and more.

v 11   Source of the Gospel Paul preached:  For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 
PRINCIPLE:  God is perfect and His plan is perfect.  Man could not come up with the idea of this grace perfect plan no longer how long he had.  It is beyond the scope of human thinking.

Men reject the idea of grace, something for nothing.  

Men reject the idea of faith + nothing

Men reject the idea of their total helplessness

Men reject the idea of total depravity

It took a perfect God to come up with a perfect plan and a perfect Savior to be sustained by a perfect Holy Spirit to be able to perfectly execute that plan.

v 12  This verse argues for Paul's apostleship:  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
The gift of apostle was bestowed and verified by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.


For Paul this is historically recorded in Acts 9:1-22

Not just some idea taught by man, but this came through a revelation of Jesus Christ . . . the divine person

v 13  With verse 13 and 14 Paul reminds these believers of his life as a Jew and then in verse 15 and following of his new life in Jesus Christ.

For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure, and tried to destroy it; 
 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.

For ye have heard.  


Paul's background was well known.  To the point that many Christians did not trust him.  Saw his as a deep cover agent for the religious crowd.

My conduct in time past in the Jew's religion:

Three things which distinguished Saul in the Jew's religion:

1. Excessively I persecuted the Church

2. And wasted it:  PORTHEO - destroy, ravage, kill

3. Progressed in Judaism beyond many contemporaries. 


Abundantly a Zealot


After my ancestral traditions


THUS:  Both in family and activity a Jew's Jew.


Another record of Paul life in Judaism is found in Philippians 3:5-6

Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 



But there he adds:  Philippians 3:7  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
v 15-16  Paul testimony of his conversion, his salvation: 
But when He who had set me apart, even from my mother's womb, and called me through His grace, was pleased
 to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,
In verse 15 and 16 Paul gives us three things God did and one thing Paul did:

The Grace that God showed to Paul:

We have two aorist participle which precede the main verb:

1. Having separated me from the womb of my mother:  Paul is oriented to grace and sees life itself as a divine act.



Paul's parents created biological life at conception but it is God and God alone who can give soul life and does so in grace at birth.

2. Called me by His Grace:  This occurred for Paul on the Damascus Road while Paul the unbeliever was seeking Christians to destroy.



The story is recorded in Acts, Chapter 9

3. MAIN VERB:  Was pleased to reveal His Son in me:  A statement of spiritual growth.  Later when writing to the Romans Paul would state:



Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

PRINCIPLE:  Jesus Christ is revealed in us as we grow in Christ being conformed to Him

And then we have Paul's part in the plan:


In order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles

I might preach:  Present, middle, subjunctive.

Middle voice of benefit and the subjunctive mood shows us that Paul is not being presumptive regarding his ministry . . . because he knows his ministry belongs to the Lord



Gentiles:  The nations, , or our word Ethnic.

Refers to non-Jewish people.  Gentiles.  Thus, as early as the writing of Galatians, AD 48, Paul knew he was to evangelize the Gentiles.

Acts 18:5-6  And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.  And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean; from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.
v 16   I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,
This word CONSULT means to present a matter to others so as to obtain approval, counsel, instructive advice.

Paul states he did not go to men to have them confirm his ministry.  

The rest of the chapter emphasizes this total dependence upon the Lord in directing and guiding Paul:

v 17  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.

v 18  Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.

v 19  But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord's brother.

v 20  (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.)

v 21  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.

v 22  And I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ;

v 23  but only, they kept hearing, He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy.
v 24  And they were glorifying God because of me.
Paul recounts a period of about 15 years from his conversion to his present writing of Galatians in AD 49.

Demonstrates that Paul was led by Lord and did not need the validation of men.

PRINCIPLES:

1. The first three years following Paul's salvation were spent in the Arabia Biblical Seminary where he was taught by the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Upon conversion Paul did not go to Jerusalem to meet the apostles and get their approval but rather studied Bible Doctrine.

PRINCIPLE:  God uses prepared people and Paul needed to be prepared

3. When he did go to Jerusalem he meet with only Peter and James.  

He was introduced to Peter by Barnabas but the other disciples refused to associate with him because they feared he was a deep cover agent for the Sanhedrin . . . out to destroy them

4. Acts 9:29-31 tells us that he was asked to leave Jerusalem because of conflict with Hellenist Jews over his presents there.

This is REJECTION, a primary problem in life, but Paul left and went to Tarsus, his hometown

5. He spent 7 years in Tarsus, called his silent years.  But during that time he was being prepared by the Lord even further for what was to be a world changing ministry.

PRINCIPLE:  Activity, going here and going there is not a sign of a great ministry.  A great ministry is one that is led by the Lord.

We see the big names, the famous believers and we too often think they are the real dynamic Christians.

But our impact is invisible and is accomplished by invisible heroes who are consistent where ever the Lord put them.

6. Paul himself indicates he was an unknown except for reputation but by the time he ends up in Antioch with Barnabas in AD 44 he is a prepared believer.

7. APPLICATION:  You may be in a preparation stage; an entire church might be in this stage of spiritual growth.  Others may ask what you are doing in the C.W.L. and you may only be able to respond that you are being prepared.

Paul had 10 years of preparation and then an additional year in Antioch before his First Missionary journey.

v 23  But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preached the faith which once he destroyed.  

Others started hearing about Paul but it would be the Lord who would promote him.

PRINCIPLE:  Unless the Lord promotes you, you are not promoted.

v 24  And they glorified God in me.
Could also read:  They praised God because of what God had done with me.



