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GALATIANS, CHAPTER ONEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-01e.doc

INTRODUCTION:
A good witness for Christ is like a signpost. It doesn't matter whether it is old or new, shinny or  ugly, battered with holes in or in pristine condition; all it has to do is point in the right direction and be able to be understood. We are witnesses to Christ, we point to him.
Through his life a lot of people criticized Paul for a lot of things but one thing he always did was point the way to Jesus Christ.
GALATIANS 1:10 through 2:21  

Paul defends his Apostleship:  

Gal 1:10-17
Paul's Conversion

Gal 1:18-24
Paul's dependence upon God alone

Gal 2:1-10
Relationship to the Apostles (the eleven).  This is fourteen years after his conversion

Gal 2:10-21
Paul's apostolic authority in Antioch.  As illustrated by how he had to chew out Peter

v 10  REMEMBER:  Paul has just stated the problem, that they have been caused to desert Jesus Christ and the Gospel of Grace. 
For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.

THEREFORE:  In verse 10-12 he will tell where he got this Gospel.  Bottom line is that it was from Jesus Christ.

Two Questions:

1. Do I now persuade men or God?
The arguments he gives are not given to convince God, God knows Paul is an apostle and that he is communicating the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Thus, the answer is MEN . . . he communicates to persuade men.

PERSUADE is pres, act, ind of PEITHO , which means to bring about a change of mind by use of reason.



Contrast to troubleling in verse 7

PRINCIPLE:  Paul presents and argues the truth, appealing not to the emotions but to reason, so as to bring about a change of mind regarding Jesus Christ.

2. Or do I seek to please men?
If he did he was not doing a very good job of it.  Paul did not win any Old World popularity contests.

Most invisible heroes do not win friends but they do more than influence people, they influence history and eternity.

PRINCIPLE:  Paul will persuade men but not to the point of compromise of the truth just to please men.  He sticks with the truth!

Then a statement:

I would not have been a slave of Christ If (2nd cc EI + AN) I still pleased men.

Some interesting implications:

1. Paul had been a pleaser of men as an unbeliever.  In the politics of religious Israel this was almost a necessity.  
2. He made a decision to please Christ as a slave would, pleases his master

3. This meant that he no longer pleased men.  


A.W. Tozer said: To be right with God often means to be wrong with man.
William Penn stated: Right is right, even if everyone is against it; and wrong is wrong, even if everyone is for it.
When he talks about being a slave of Christ he uses MIDDLE voice on the verb to indicate that he is benefited by being a slave to Jesus Christ.

PRINCIPLES:

1. We live to please our Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ

2. If this pleases men that is secondary to our primary objective, to please our Lord

3. With men we are to persuade, using clear communication, logical reasoning, progressing to a conclusion of a call to faith
4. Even when men are not pleased with us or our message, that doesn’t matter, the Lord is pleased when we communicate His grace

A FEW VERSES:

I Thessalonians 2:4  But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which tries our hearts.
I Corinthians 7:23  Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.  

Romans 8:8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  

Hebrew 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  

I Thessalonians 4:1  Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.
TO PLEASE GOD:  Cannot do it in the flesh, must have faith in God and His word, receive it so as to be able to walk (application) pleasing God . . . result, abound more and more.

v 11   Source of the Gospel Paul preached:  For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 
PRINCIPLE:  God is perfect and His plan is perfect.  Man could not come up with the idea of this grace perfect plan no longer how long he had.  It is beyond the scope of human thinking.

Men reject the idea of grace, something for nothing.  

Men reject the idea of faith + nothing

Men reject the idea of their total helplessness

Men reject the idea of total depravity

It took a perfect God to come up with a perfect plan and a perfect Savior to be sustained by a perfect Holy Spirit to be able to perfectly execute that plan.

v 12  This verse argues for Paul's apostleship:  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
The gift of apostle was bestowed and verified by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.


For Paul this is historically recorded in Acts 9:1-22

Not just some idea taught by man, but this came through a revelation of Jesus Christ . . . the divine person

v 13  With verse 13 and 14 Paul reminds these believers of his life as a Jew and then in verse 15 and following of his new life in Jesus Christ.

For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure, and tried to destroy it; 
 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.

For ye have heard.  


Paul's background was well known.  To the point that many Christians did not trust him.  Saw his as a deep cover agent for the religious crowd.

My conduct in time past in the Jew's religion:

Three things which distinguished Saul in the Jew's religion:

1. Excessively I persecuted the Church

2. And wasted it:  PORTHEO destroy, ravage, kill

3. Progressed in Judaism beyond many contemporaries. 


Abundantly a Zealot


After my ancestral traditions


THUS:  Both in family and activity a Jew's Jew.


Another record of Paul life in Judaism is found in Philippians 3:5-6

Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 



But there he adds:  Philippians 3:7  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
v 15-16  Paul testimony of his conversion, his salvation: 
But when He who had set me apart, even from my mother's womb, and called me through His grace, was pleased
 to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,
In verse 15 and 16 Paul gives us three things God did and one thing Paul did:

The Grace that God showed to Paul:

We have two aorist participles which precede the main verb:

1. Having separated me from the womb of my mother:  Paul is oriented to grace and sees life itself as a divine act.



Paul's parents created biological life at conception but it is God and God alone who can give soul life and does so in grace at birth.

Paul is thankful that through grace he was born.

2. Called me by His Grace:  This occurred for Paul on the Damascus Road while Paul the unbeliever was seeking Christians to destroy.



The story is recorded in Acts, Chapter 9

Paul is thankful that he was born again

3. MAIN VERB:  Was pleased to reveal His Son in me:  A statement of spiritual growth.  Later when writing to the Romans Paul would state:



Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

PRINCIPLE:  Jesus Christ is revealed in us as we grow in Christ being conformed to Him

And then we have Paul's part in the plan, his ministry:

In order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles

I might preach:  Present, middle, subjunctive.

Middle voice of benefit and the subjunctive mood shows us that Paul is not being presumptive regarding his ministry . . . because he knows his ministry belongs to the Lord



Gentiles:  The nations, , or our word Ethnic.

Refers to non-Jewish people.  Gentiles.  Thus, as early as the writing of Galatians, AD 48, Paul knew he was to evangelize the Gentiles.

Acts 18:5-6  And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ.  And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean; from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.
v 16   I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,
This word CONSULT means to present a matter to others so as to obtain approval, counsel, instructive advice.

Paul states he did not go to men to have them confirm his ministry.  

The rest of the chapter emphasizes this total dependence upon the Lord in directing and guiding Paul:

v 17  nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.

v 18  Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.

v 19  But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord's brother.

v 20  (Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.)
Paul makes this kind of statement where there has been rumor or lies that would contradict the true story or his true teaching.
v 21  Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.

v 22  And I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ;

v 23  but only, they kept hearing, He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy.
v 24  And they were glorifying God because of me.
Paul recounts a period of about 15 years from his conversion to his present writing of Galatians in AD 49.

Demonstrates that Paul was led by Lord and did not need the validation of men.

PRINCIPLES:

1. The first three years following Paul's salvation were spent in the Arabia Biblical Seminary where he was taught by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Damascus was his base of operation and ministry during this time.  
2. Upon conversion Paul did not go to Jerusalem to meet the apostles and get their approval but rather studied Bible Doctrine.

PRINCIPLE:  God uses prepared people and Paul needed to be prepared

3. When he did go to Jerusalem he meets with only Peter and James.  

He was introduced to Peter by Barnabas but the other disciples refused to associate with him because they feared he was a deep cover agent for the Sanhedrin . . . out to destroy them

4. Acts 9:29-31 tells us that he was asked to leave Jerusalem because of conflict with Hellenist Jews over his presents there.

This is REJECTION, a primary problem in life, but Paul left and went to Tarsus, his hometown

5. He spent 7 years in Tarsus, called his silent years.  But during that time he was being prepared by the Lord even further for what was to be a world changing ministry.

PRINCIPLE:  Activity, going here and going there is not a sign of a great ministry.  A great ministry is one that is led by the Lord.

We see the big names, the famous believers and we too often think they are the real dynamic Christians.

But our impact is invisible and is accomplished by invisible heroes who are consistent where ever the Lord put them.

6. Paul himself indicates he was an unknown except for reputation but by the time he ends up in Antioch with Barnabas in AD 44 he is a prepared believer.

7. APPLICATION:  You may be in a preparation stage; an entire church might be in this stage of spiritual growth.  Others may ask what you are doing in the C.W.L. and you may only be able to respond that you are being prepared.

Paul had 10 years of preparation and then an additional year in Antioch before his First Missionary journey.

v 23  But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preached the faith which once he destroyed.  

Others started hearing about Paul but it would be the Lord who would promote him.

PRINCIPLE:  Unless the Lord promotes you, you are not promoted.

v 24  And they glorified God in me.
Could also read:  They praised God because of what God had done with me.
Galatians Chapter Two, the Jerusalem Council  (Compare Acts Chapter Fifteen)



