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GALATIANS CHAPTER THREEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal 2007\Gal-03b 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:
Mark Twain said:  Many a man complains he is being made a fool, when he is really only being exposed as a fool.
Such was the case with the believers of Galatia.  Paul calls them what their foolishness has exposed them to be . . . fools.

Paul is going to get very personal with these believers in Galatians 3:1-5.  He is going to ask them a series of questions to which the answers will force them to realize they are going about the C.W.L. all wrong.

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS, CHAPTER TWO, v 1

Galatians 3:1-5    The Questions that demand answers:
v 1   You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?
REMEMBER THE PROBLEM:  Galatians 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel.
They took their eyes off Jesus Christ and were lead astray by the legalists into a system of works.

v 2   THEREFORE:  Paul must refocus their attention upon Christ and the ministry of the Spirit to the believers of this age.

This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?

This only I wish to learn from you:  Paul brings the whole issue down to a single question.

Did you receive the Spirit (God the Holy Spirit) by works of law or by hearing of faith.
RECEIVE is a past aorist tense which looks back to Salvation at which time God did 40 things for them of which one was the indwelling of God the Spirit and the F/HS.

Salivation is a dependence upon Jesus Christ in which the Holy Spirit does the work in two parts so that the believing sinner can have Faith in Christ unto Salvation.  It is the H.S. who convicts the sinner and it is the Holy Sspirit who allows the gospel to be understood.  
The C.W.L. is a dependence upon the Holy Spirit in which Jesus Christ has done the work that allows the believer to be controlled or F/HS and then to grow in grace in the Plan of God.  Our Divine operating assets are secured for us by Christ and experience in the power of the Spirit.

Since Paul is looking at the legalism that has crept into the C.W.L. in these believers, his emphasis is going to be on the receiving of the Spirit.  How was that accomplished?
NOT BY WORKS OF LAW:  One common point for all believers is salvation.  At that moment all believers were Grace oriented.  May be the first and last time for some, but that is a common basis.


In that moment of salvation the believing sinner was without arrogance, without works of the flesh, without legalism, and totally G/O knowing that he was totally depraved and in need of a Savior.  


Paul says let's go back to a time when you were G/O and go from there.

HEARING OF FAITH:   


NOTICE that this prepositional phase is used twice in our context.  Here in verse 2 and then again in verse 5



Verse 2 looks at salvation



Verse 5 looks at the living of the C.W.L.


BOTH are based on  


EXEGESIS:



 the genitive prep of  meaning out from


 are both Fem, sing, genitive



Genitive looks at the source and, here is the good part, the feminine which often looks at something that responds can also, as here, denote that which gives birth to something else.  


EXPANDED:  The Holy Spirit in you is born out of the hearing that you gave to faith.


PISTEWS is a noun for FAITH and as a noun it carried the passive idea rather than the active connotation of the verb.  Verb is believe.


Thus, as a noun it refers to that which is to be believed . . . 

Let's look at salvation, not by works of law but, out from the hearing of faith.

1. God the Holy Spirit convicts of sin, righteousness, or judgment.

2. You heard the Gospel, the person and work of Christ

3. God the Holy Spirit acts in place of the human spirit so you can understand the Gospel to the point of making a volitional decision.  

4. You made a volitional decision and believed it, that is faith.  

5. God the Father accepts that faith based decision and you were saved.


Now, let's look at the normal CCL: 
1. You hear the W.O.G. presented in a doctrinal manner which means it is to be applied.  
2. You have a human spirit so you can understand spiritual phenomenon 

3. You believe it (that is faith) and then God the Holy Spirit uses it as the dynamic influence in your life.



John 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance.

Now let’s look at the abnormal Christian Life:
1. You are carnal, out of fellowship as a result of a volition decision to sin or ignore God

2. God the Holy Spirit convicts or in some way makes you aware of you sin or you indifference or your apathy

3. At that point you have a decision to make, ignore the promptings of the Holy Spirit or admit your sin (confession stage).  

4. Then you have a decision to make, will you by faith believe that Jesus Christ died for that sin and all that separates you from the Father or not?

5. If you believe that Jesus died for your sins (and some do not) you can then turn to God, who you cannot see, by faith for fellowship.  

Why is faith involved in that step?  Because you believe that the Father, based on the Cross work of His Son, will accept you back

This is beautifully illustrated, each step, by the Prodigal Son in Luke 15
SUMMARY:  The non-meritorious hearing of that which is to be believed () is then believed, which is also non-meritorious.  This results (gives birth) in salvation.


NOTICE:  No works, no merit, no reason to brag!  Grace all the way . . .

v 3  As verse 2 demanded the answer of the hearing of truth, Paul now draws an application:

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?

FOOLISH is the same word we saw at verse 1, not using the mind

The two main words are a participle and then a main verb:


Having begun:  aorist, mid, part, (salvation) preceeds the main verb which is:

Are you now made Epite-leo a present, mid, indicative, (the C.W.L.). This word means to bring something to the place where it belongs or is complete.  For the believer this is spiritual maturity.

1. Spiritual Self Esteem - Recognition of the superiority of God in life

2. Spiritual Autonomy - Recognition of total dependence upon God

Salvation is for our benefit and is a point in time and being brought to completion is for our benefit and is a present tense continual action.

PRINCIPLE:  Begin in the Spirit and brought to completion in the Spirit . . . no works, no merit.

v 4  Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain?
The SUFFERED is pasko  which can mean suffering but also refer to things experience whether good or bad.  

THUS, Have you experienced so many things in vain (as part of salvation and the C.W.L.) if indeed in vain.
The last part If indeed in vain, is like loop hole the writer, Paul, leaves for them to say no, they were not in vain.


Vain here is  and means to no purpose.
PRINCIPLE:  Every opportunity, whether in prosperity or adversity, that God gives us is made void in legalism.  The only way to take advantage of the opportunities is in dependence upon the Spirit of God.

v 5   Paul now brings the argument from Salvation in verse 2, through the transitions of verses 3 and 4, to sanctification, the Christian Way of Life, in verse 5.

Does He then, who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?

REMEMBER:  Paul went back to their G/O at salvation and will now bring the demands of Grace rather than works of law to their current situation in the Christian Way of Life.

EXPANDED:  The one (the Lord Jesus Christ) therefore supplying to you the Spirit and working powerful deeds among you:



Out of works of law or out of the hearing of doctrine?
As with salvation which they had experienced, he now poses the same choice regarding the C.W.L.

If Jesus Christ supplied the Holy Spirit to us and worked powerful deeds among us out of works that we have done then God the Son, God the Spirit, and the omnipotence of the Godhead would be subservient to our meritorious efforts in works according to a human standard.


This would put us in charge and make God our servant.

BUT IF THESE great gifts of God are born out of the hearing of doctrine, then it is God who is in charge and we believe what God has told us . . . no human merit involved.


This puts God in charge and makes the C.W.L. a relationship rather than a religion

RELIGION =  Man Doing The Work



    God must bless









Which will it be?


GRACE =       God Does the Work



    Man is blessed
SUMMARY OF VERSES 1-5:

1. The Galatian believers had come under the flattering spell of the legalists resulting in A+NOUS, no thinking.

2. No thinking is the status quo of both the Lascivious believer who lives according to lusts and the Self-Righteous believer who lives according to a human standard.

Which is really the lust or desire of another who makes the standard and wants to control others through legalism

PRINCIPLE:  In both legalism and lawlessness the Christian forfeits self determination and spiritual freedom and puts himself under bondage 

3. The initial act that starts this problem is taking your eyes off of Jesus Christ (verse 1) and putting them on things or ideologies that are not according to grace (Galatians 1:6 so soon removed from Christ to another teaching).

4. We were saved by the work of the Spirit and we are made mature in Christ by the work of Spirit.  The work of the Spirit is born out of the hearing of faith (doctrine).
5. When believers go to a system of works, all the wonderful experiences of Grace are of no purpose.  

PRINCIPLE:  Grace and legalism are not compatible, Galatians 5:9  A little leaven, leavens the whole lump
6. When the believer attempts to add works to salvation or to the C.W.L., he is saying that Christ and His work on the Cross was not good enough and that He needs our help, this is blasphemous.

7. When the believer adds works to the Christian Life he is making God subservient to human effort.  This is religion at its most vile expression.




