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GALATIANS CHAPTER THREEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal 2007\Gal-03d 2007.doc

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS, CHAPTER TWO, v 6
Galatians 3:6-4:31  The Doctrinal Portion which Discusses the purpose of the Old Testament Law:

Galatians 3:6-16  Before the Law, Abraham Lived by Faith:
Abraham is used in the N.T. epistles as an example of our life of faith.  Abraham was the physical father of Israel by procreation.  He is the Spiritual Father of us by way of faith.  

v 6  Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.
v 7  Know ye then (draw a conclusion) that the ones who are out of faith, these are the sons of Abraham.
The true meaning of the title we have, Sons of Abraham, is in the fact that we all reside in the same system, the system of faith + nothing, in the sight of God.

We left off last time looking at dispensations.  [See Dispensation Chart]
[See notes on Dispensations – See Below]
v 8   Now Paul is going to further quote Scripture regarding Abraham:  And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the nations out from faith, preached the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 

This last phase quotes Genesis 12:3 and 22:18:

Genesis 12:3  And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.
Genesis 22:18  And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.
NOTICE:  That this promise is as compliment to the obedience, which is the expression of faith, that Abraham had in the promises of God.

HOW DOES THIS BLESSING OCCUR?

1. Through Abraham came the Seed, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, all nations

2. Also, Abraham's story is the first life story given in the Bible and is the story of a man of God who lived by faith.

v 9-10
A Conclusion which makes a division between those who live by faith and those who live by the law.  The contrast continues to verse 12.

v 9     So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.
The word BLESS is , from which we get the English eulogy.


Means to speak well of and is one of the two words used for blessing in the New Testament.

BLESSING OF THE BELIEVER:

1. The word in our passage, , is used when food is blessed (Matthew 14:19), of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 21:9), our attitude at the communion table (I Corinthians 10:16), and to speak well of others even our enemies (Romans 12:14).

2. This term is also used for God's attitude towards us in that He sees us in His Son, Jesus Christ.  

We are blessed or well spoken of by God because we have put faith in Jesus Christ.

REMEMBER:  The only virtue of faith is found in its object, faith is who or what?

In Ephesians 1:3 we as believers are blessed with all spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ.
THEREFORE:  This blessing is the blessing we have in Current Positional Truth, as a result of our position in Jesus Christ (top circle).

3. The other word is , which is used in the Beatitudes of Matthew 5 and throughout Scripture and describe the man who is a blessed man (adjective), hence, the man who is blessed is one who is not has done . . . not earned but a status.


Romans 4:7

Sins forgiven



Romans 14:22

Not condemning self by a false standard


Titus 2:13

Anticipating the Rapture



Revelation 14:13
Believer's physical death



I Peter 3:14

Suffering and testing



James 1:25

Learning and applying BD



Revelation 1:3

Reading and keeping the WOG



Revelation 22:7
Learning the Word



Revelation 22:14
Applying BD


John 13:17  If (1st cc) ye know these things, blessed are ye if (3rd cc) ye do them.  

4. Therefore, we are blessed by the very fact that we are believers in Christ.  But we can also receive blessing from God when we live in faith to the plan of God which is to be learned and applied 

It is not, you will be blessed if you do this or that

But it is, the evidence of being blessed is that you are doing this or that

The BIG DIFFERENCE is the means and the results

Back to Galatians 3:9-10   The contrast of men of faith and men of works

v 9     So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.
v 10  For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; For it is written, cursed is every one that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.  
He established the blessing for men of faith prior to verse 9 with the illustration of Abraham.  Now he establishes the cursing by quoting Deuteronomy 27:26.  The principle is grounded in the Word of God:

For it is written, cursed is every one that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.  
In other words, the one who lives under law is required to do the whole law and if they cannot (which of course they cannot) they are under a curse.

INTRODUCTION TO DISPENSATIONS:  
1. Paul taught Dispensations.  Ephesians 3:2  If indeed you have heard of the stewardship (dispensation) of God's grace which was given to me for you.   (1st class condition)  This means that Paul has himself taught the dispensations.
2. Dispensations are periods of human history (categories) expressed in terms of Divine Revelation.

3. God administers the human race (Dispensations).  The human race is an estate.  God administers that estate in a certain way and through certain people.
4. God's administration means delegation of authority in each dispensation.  God appoints the administrator (believers).  Romans 3:2  That they were entrusted with the oracles of God.,  
5. Administrators may fail or succeed; regardless of which, God's plan moves on.  (Essence of God).  Esther 1:2, 2:8. 
In Esther 2:8  And it came to pass,  indicates God's plan is always carried out even at a time and place and among people who had failed to return to Jerusalem.
6. There is only one administrator for each Dispensation.  I Samuel 12:22.

7. The four dispensations and their administrators are:


Age of Gentiles:

Gentile believers


Age of the Jews:

Israel


Age of the Church:

Church


Age of the Millennium:
Christ

8. Every dispensation involves revelation which was not given in the previous dispensation (mystery doctrine), as well as a recognition of that which was.

9. New Testament words used for Dispensations:


Greek:  oikonomos English: Dispensation.  Emphasis:  Period in which there is an administration, responsibility as an administrator

Greek:  aion English:  
in other ages (Ephesians 3:5).  Emphasis: Time period

10. Promises found in any dispensation that are based on the principle of  grace and faith, are always applicable to any believer in any dispensation. 

Example:  Isaiah  41:10  Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.
11. The ultimate in understanding Dispensations is the application of dispensations to experience.  The result of that application is that at all times your life will be personally oriented to grace and faith in salvation two.  
If you understand the chronology of times you don't confuse Law for Israel with Grace for the human race 

Nor are you trying to make the Church Age world a millennium world 
12. Dispensations also apply to our study of the Bible.  In studying God's word we must ask the following questions: 
a. To which dispensation does this statement or promise apply? 
b. To whom was it written? 
c. Has something changed to override or add meaning to the original statement or promise which changes its meaning to us? 
d. If this is not to me directly, does its principle apply to me? 




