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GALATIANS CHAPTER THREEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal 2007\Gal-03r 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:

Romans 4:4  Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is due.
Here is good question on works and wages.  The result of the works is reckoned not as grace but as what is due . . . reckoned by who?  No God, God does not rewards works.  

Reckoned by the one who is doing the work, he thinks, the worker thinks that God owes him a wage, what is due as a result of his work.
God does not give what is due, thank God, He gives our of His grace.
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS, CHAPTER THREE, v 19
Paul is using the pattern of the Roman will to teach us about our inheritance.  He is going to deal with two other Roman Legal Metaphors which are part of Roman Law regarding inheritances in this section of Galatians.  

Galatians 3:24 and 4:1-7  The underage heir and the Executor

Galatians 4:5  The Roman rule of adoption

BACK TO GALATIANS 3:19  The Purpose of the Mosaic Law:
v 19  Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made.

The Mosaic Law served a purpose but that purpose was not justification, salvation, of the imputation of divine righteousness.  It did not do away with the promise made to Abraham nor did in any way annul the system of faith.

It was added because of transgressions, until the seed (who is Jesus Christ, ref. verse 16) should come, to whom the promise was made.
Acts 13:39  And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.

We can look at the purpose of the OT Law both theologically and chronologically:

Theologically:

1. A constitution for the nation of Israel


2. Described the Holiness of God:  Be Holy as I am Holy (Leviticus 19:2)


3. Describes the sinfulness of mankind.  Hence for the UBer it point to the need for their salvation through One who is sinless


4. Gave freedom and individual responsibility to man in areas not covered in the Law.  Deuteronomy 4:2 and 12:32  Do not add to the Law


5. Controlled Israel until the Messiah, the Promise should come

Galatians 3:19  Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made.

6. Described what would be imputed to Christ at the Cross

Romans 5:13  for until the Law sin was in the world; but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
The Chronology Shows the Purpose of the Law:
1. Abraham to the Twelve Sons of Jacob:  Age of the Patriarchs, The unconditional promise given and Israel started.

2. The 430 years of Egyptian captivity

3. Then Moses and the people form a nation:

4. No longer a tribe, now a nation of 2.5 million people 

5. Needed a constitution, a bill of rights, and a law (conditional on the nation).

6. THEREFORE:  It was because of the sin of the people that the law was given.

ILLUSTRATION:  The intricacies and extended minutia of American jurist prudence has come about because of increasing crime.  We now have law against things that 100 years ago were not even thought of as crimes because they were not even thought of at all.

Years ago if a bad hombre came into town and stole your horse, you and the sheriff hunted the man down and strung him up.  Came back and had whiskey for your men and beer for your horses.
Now, when someone steals your car it has to be determined if it was also in the commission of a felony, if it was a joy ride situation, if the vehicle was taken across state lines, if the perpetrator intended to sell and therefore profit from the thief . . .  on and on.

v 19  Notice again the reason given in v 19:  The Law was added because of transgression. 
God's promise was that the Messiah would come from Abraham, through the nation of Israel, through the tribe of Judah, and from the line of David.  
The M.L. was given to hold the nation together until the appointed time for Christ to come.

The M.L. then was a principle of enforced humility used by God to keep Israel together under His divine authority until Messiah should come.

And it (the M.L.) was ratified by angels in the hands of a mediator.
Acts 7:53  Who (O.T. Israel) have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.
Deuteronomy 33:2  And Moses said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of holy ones. 

WHAT PAUL IS DOING is contrasting the Las given to Moses with the Promise of Faith given to Abraham.


WHO GAVE ABRAHAM THE PROMISE:  God Himself


WHO GAVE ISRAEL THE LAW:  Angels and Moses as a mediator

Thus, Paul sees the M.L., which the legalists Judiazers hold as being so important, as inferior even in the giving of it.

The mediator referred to is Moses:

Exodus 20:19  And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 
Deuteronomy 5:5  And I, Moses, stood between the LORD and you at that time, to show you the word of the LORD: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount.
Deuteronomy 5:27  And the people said to Moses, Go thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall say: and speak thou unto us all that the LORD our God shall speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and do it. 
v 20  Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.

Here the thought is that while the very idea of mediation involved in the giving of the Law indicates that it is of the nature of a contract between two parties, both of whom have to fulfill its terms for it to be valid . . . the promise is a unilateral disposition dependent solely upon God's grace.

Genesis 15:4-18a  God alone ratified the Abrahamic Covenant of Promise
v 21  Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.
 Having pretty well shot down the M.L. as a system for justification he now needs to show that the Law was important in the entire plan of God.

This he does through Galatians 4:7

Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! 

MAY IT NEVER BE is , a verb in the aorist, middle, optitive.

For your benefit I wish that it was not, but you have made it so . . . that is the Law against the Promises.

For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.

Paul employs a 2nd cc IF, which is .
If, but it is not true.


PRINCIPLE:  If there had been any other way to impute righteousness thus laying a basis for justification and salvation than sending Jesus Christ to the Cross God would have done it . . . but there was not.

