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GALATIANS CHAPTER THREEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GAL\Gal 2007\Gal 03s 2007.doc

INTRODUCTION:

When is ignorance of the Law is an excuse?  It is a valid excuse if that ignorance is because the Law was not given or revealed.  If the some law is hidden, kept secret, not published or made known there can be no culpability.  Evil governments, dictators, despots use secrete laws applied at whim to whoever they want to target to achieve their evil goals.

Paul uses that same principle as he teaches that the OT Law did reveal the law of God and it was published and made known ad therefore no one has an excuse,
OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS, CHAPTER THREE, v 22
v 22   Tells us why there was no other way to provide salvation:  But (Strong Contrast)  the Scripture (where the Law was published) has shut up all men under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
PRINCIPLE:  Condemnation precedes Grace.  It is only once God has condemned the human race that Grace finds its most supreme achievement.

1. Grace is neither earned nor deserved.  If we receive what we earn or deserve that is not Grace

2. The Scriptures have declared mankind under sin and therefore condemned to death, physical and spiritual.

Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
3. Once condemned, God then planed a perfect plan by which man could be saved.  That plan is grace.

4. In that plan man exercise FAITH while God does all the work in and through Jesus Christ.

5. Therefore, the only way out of the condemnation is through Jesus Christ, he then becomes the issue, the focus, the entire reason for our Christian being.

v 23   But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.
In relation to the condemnation, the Law given 430 years after the promise guarded us.


The coming of FAITH is synonymous with the coming of CHRIST who is the object of faith.   Paul is not talking about the faith as a system of perception that has been a part of the human race ever since the garden.  The OT is full of examples of men and women who lived by faith.  
Paul’s use of faith emphasizes the object of faith who is Jesus Christ.

The world was shut up or under the custodianship of law prior to the coming of Christ.

Law in a sense kept the lid of the nation of Israel and the entire human race.

REMEMBER:  Law is given because of transgression

But when Christ came we were redeemed from the curse of the Law (Galatians 3:13)


CONCLUSION:  Issue is not law but faith in Christ

v 24   Continues the idea of a custodian:  Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.
In Roman Law if an heir was a child they would be put under the authority of a tutor, usually a slave, who would have responsibility over the child’s upbringing.  

The heir even though the he is heir, would have to submit to the tutor or custodian.  Paul will deal more with this in the opening verses of Chapter Four.
But the whole purpose in this was to lead him to adulthood just as the purpose of the Law was not to save but to show man that he needed to be saved.
v 25  But now that faith (synonymous with Christ) has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
Thus the law a like a custodian or trustee, in charge of us until Christ should come, when we should be justified through faith.

And now that faith has come, the custodian's job is at an end.

Thus, the whole purpose of the Law was not to justify or bring blessing but to keep the lid on Israel and in association the whole human race until the Cross, when the death of Christ defined the inheritance promised way back to Abraham's time.

Verses 25-29:  A Conclusion under Five Points:

v 25  But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.

v 26  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

v 27  For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

v 28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

v 29  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.

Paul lists five things that we have and are as a result of the coming of Christ and the revelation of the faith system to all who believe.


This is all presupposed by faith in Christ per verse 22 and repeated as the presupposition in the first of the five things that we are:

1. For through faith you are all sons of God in union with Christ Jesus.

2. Baptized into union with Him.  This is the baptism of the Holy Spirit which occurs at salvation

3. You have all put on Jesus Christ as a garment.

We are clothed in the +R of Christ and God sees us in his Son.  We still have an OSN but as the blood of the offering covered the Ark in the Temple, we are clothed in Jesus Christ.  The Father sees us wrapped up in His Son and in His +R.

4. There is no such thing as Jew or Greek, slave or freeman, male or female, for you are one person (a new created spiritual spices) in Christ Jesus.
Remember that the Judiazers were trying to make these Gentile believers feel inferior to get them to try harder, to keep the OT Laws and someday achieve their supposed favored status.

This is a common tactic even today in churches.  People are made to feel that they are less, they are second class but if they do this and that they will someday be like the leaders.

Paul would have none of that then or now, there is no distinction in the family of God . . . . 

NOT EVEN between male and female.  Now this does not mean that men and women are the same or that they have the same functions physically or spiritually.  There things that men can do that women cannot and things women can do that men cannot.  

But before the Lord there is not difference. 

Paul says this because in the Jewish culture and in the Greek culture even more there was a great distinction even as to worship in the Synagogues or pagan temples.

5. And since you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise (the faith system).
The if is a First CC, so this is a true statement and then a conclusion.
NOTICE:
In each statement the emphasis is on Christ.  The inescapable conclusion is that our Christian being is in Christ and not in works of the law.


REMEMBER:  Works do not work!

GALATIANS CHAPTER FOUR:

INTRODUCTION:
Galatians 4:1-7 is a continuation of the context of Chapter 3.  Paul is continuing the Roman legal metaphor of inheritance and has now laid the ground work for next illustration that appears in the opening verse of Chapter 4.

Slide Outline of Galatians Four

Paul is progressing towards a pivotal point in his argument:


Galatians 5:1  For freedom, Christ has freed us, therefore stand firm and do not be entangled again with the yoke of slavery.
As he looks ahead to that declaration, he is going to show by way of legal metaphor how we are set free in Jesus Christ.

PRINCIPLE:  Anything else other that a relationship with Christ brings bondage.  The human race is born under the bondage of sin and is controlled through the bondage of law.  But Christ brings freedom.

ISSUE:  Why would we ever want to go back to a system of bondage?

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER FOUR, vv 1-7
Paul has just listed five assets of the person who has put their faith in Christ.  These are part of the promise of Christ given to anyone who believes as mentioned in Galatians 3:22.

Now he goes back to our previous state as unbelievers when we were not free, when we were under bondage.

v 1   Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything,


The primary potential for every member of the human race is salvation, including being joint-heirs with Christ and laying claim to the inheritance, the estate, of the Cross.


NOTICE:  Those who attempt to teach that only a select few are granted salvation by God have a difficult time with these verses.  That position removes the primary potential from all mankind.


Paul is referring to the concept of Roman Adoption which he mentions in verse 5.


ROMAN ARISTOCRACY followed a set procedure called protocol.


This system was designed to strengthen all Roman society by having the leading families perpetuate integrity, character, virtue, and wealth.


Entrance into the aristocratic class was not by birth but by adoption, although the one adopted may be a natural born son but that natural birth was not necessary.  


HISTORY OF PROTOCOL:
1. The Roman society found its strength in following a both law and proper procedure called protocol.



Law and procedure became the culture of the Roman empire and while Rome was made up of many races, many people, they adapted to Roman culture.

2. The fall of Rome came as a result of injustice in the legal system and the weakening of the aristocracy who disregarded protocol.



Many evil emperors came into being because of a disregard of the protocol of adoption.

3. During the dark ages protocol was unknown as were fair and just laws.  The Roman Church controlled and injustice decisions were dealt out while fair decisions were sold to the wealthy.

4. As the Renaissance began to pull western society out of the dark ages a secular ruling class emerged.



This ruling class needed rules themselves.  In England the passing of the Magna Carta in 1215 was a step towards just laws.

5. But there was a need for proper behavior and procedure in addition to fair laws.  



Thus, in both Spain and France a protocol for the aristocracy was instituted.  These rules governed the proper conduct of the knights, the ruling class, the aristocracy.



EXAMPLE:  By 1600 napkins were invented and protocol then prohibited wiping fingers on the table cloth or wiping mouths on coat sleeves.



Napoleon put buttons on the sleeves of his officer’s jackets to keep them from wiping their mouths on their jacket sleeves.

6. But the two major systems of protocol, France and Spain, illustrate a major difference.  



In France, protocol was followed as an outward show of manners to humiliate others who did not know the system.  



Will Durant the historian stated that:  Social Morality was its strongest in the lower middle classes while the aristocracy was given over to greed and dishonesty.


But in Spain, the Aristocracy followed protocol for their benefit as well as the benefit of others and did so in an atmosphere of grace.  Result was that the Spanish ruling class became some of the finest people of the post-Renaissance age.


APPLICATION FROM HISTORY:  Some believers today follow after the French, others after the Spanish.  The French type has only an outward show and use correct Christian procedure to put others down.  The Spanish type depends on the Holy Spirit to produce in them a protocol as system both outwardly and inwardly and because of grace have mercy and love towards others..  


GOD'S PROTOCOL SYSTEM BETWEEN BELIEVERS AND OTHERS is summed up in Ephesians 4:32


And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

TRANSITION:  Paul is going to use the protocol system of Rome to show how we become part of a Spiritual aristocracy, members of a royal family whose head is Jesus Christ.

