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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FOURPRIVATE 
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OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER FOUR, v 16

Their initial attitude was one of Grace, not only in mental attitude but also in action.

v 16   Looking at the present situation he writes:  Have I therefore become your enemy by telling you the truth?
Paul went from being an ANGEL in verse 14 to an ENEMY in verse 16.  What was the difference?   
I am telling to you the truth . . . 
Verses 14 and 16 demonstrate the instability of people.  People are fickle.  Christians are fickle, even in the sphere of positive volition.



In Galatia the change in attitude regarding Paul came as a result of his communication of the truth.


PRINCIPLE:  Truth changes attitudes either for the better or for the worse.

Paul's job was to remain loyal to the truth regardless of popularity or lack thereof.



Our job is the same, loyalty to a principle that reveals a person, the Lord Jesus Christ

And when people reject grace and truth they will reject and even turn against the source or the communicator or that grace and truth



THEREFORE:  The people of Galatia were making Paul out to be the enemy because he stood for and had communicated to them grace

NOTICE:  Who changed?  Paul had not changed, he still stood for grace.  And they were positive, not influence by others and by evil, not following after some legalist they too stood with Paul.  But now they had changed, they were on the edge and going into the abyss of negative volition, now Paul was seen as an enemy.


Paul brings this all up because they are demonstrating an inconsistency in their attitude towards him and if inconsistent in attitude what about the inconsistency in doctrinal thinking?


Paul wants them to face their inconsistencies

v 17  As part of the offensive, Paul brings up the real enemy, the legalist:  They eagerly seek you, not commendably, but they wish to shut you out, in order that you may seek them.
EXPANDED:  They are zealous for you but not in a good way, but they wish to eventually exclude you in order that you may end up being zealous or envious of them.
The word for ENVIOUS is ZEALOUS, which means to seek after.  It was used of a man seeking out a woman.

Now it is NICE to be WANTED by others.  But it can go too far.  No one likes to be possessed.  No one likes demands made on them by another.

But in the right dosage, this zealousness can be a powerful persuader.


Scripturally, this word can be either honorable or as in this case OU KALOS, dishonorable, not good


ILLUSTRATION:  This would be like the man who tells a woman anything she wants to hear just so he can have his way with her.   
THIS VERSE REVEALS a very crafty sort of scheming:


The Judiazers came to the cities of Galatia with much praise for these new Gentile believers.  They courted them, telling them what they wanted to hear.


They sought after them, pursed them with a single goal in mind, to get these Gentile believers to eventually purse them and their life style of legalism.


In order to accomplish this they had to do 

1. Win their confidence by building them up as something really special

2. Eliminate grace orientation.  This is the EXCLUDING they did which meant that once they got rid of grace, the Gentile believers had nothing to turn to or depend upon.

3. Once grace was gone, the legalists were there to offer their brand of spirituality and the Gentile believers had nothing else to turn to except Judaist legalism.


PRINCIPLE:  That same evil process which was working in Galatia is working today with man centered religions, cults, and churches.



How do you think Jim Jones got so many people to drink poison kool aid.


APPLICATION:  Dependence upon anything other than the Grace of your heavenly father will lead to enslavement in man's system.

v 18   But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner, and not only when I am present with you.

This is in contrast to the manner in which the Judiazers sought after the Galatians, Paul now adds:  But it is always good to be sought after in a good thing, and not only when I am present with you.

Here Paul contrasts himself as a good teacher with the Judiazers who are the false teachers:

1. False Teachers will lavish attention on the student or the sheep.  


They seek to win friends and influence people so as to control, dominate, enslave.



Their motivation is described in Galatians 6:12  To make a good showing in the flesh, in the human realm, according to man's standards.
In the world's standard success is equal to power and power equal to control of others.  So the bigger is better, the more control the more power.

2. True Teachers will lavish attention on the object of our faith, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The highest honor you can pay the Lord Jesus Christ is to stick with faith and truth.  Loyalty not to a man who communicates but to the message that reveals the Man, Jesus Christ.

Principle:  A good teacher will seek after his students that they may have the highest and the best that the plan of God has to offer.

It has been said:  Tradition is the living faith of those now dead while traditionalism is the dead faith of those now living.
By adding:  And not only when I am present with you.
Paul indicates that his desire has not diminished even though he is not with them.  Even when absent from them he desires them to have the highest and the best Christ has to offer.

v 19  This includes an apposition which modifies Little Children:  My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you--

v 20  but I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.


The word for little children is TEKNION  and while John uses this word often (7 times) this is the only time we find it in Paul's epistles.


Paul often uses its root which is TEKNON  but our word is a diminutive of this one and is used figuratively as an affectionate term used by a teacher who is admonishing under circumstances of a tender appeal.


THEREFORE:  We see a great tenderness in Paul's approach.


PRINCIPLE:  Paul is applying loving and gentle pressure.  This is part of the Pastor's job.  Apply enough pressure to cause change, but not so much as to cause the believer to break.

The apposition to CHILDREN is that they are such that:  Whom I again travail in birth until Christ is formed in you.

This statement takes some consideration:

1. The word FORMED is the aorist, passive, subjunctive of MORFON  which means to have an outward resemblance of an inner reality.



The aorist subjunctive is a future tense, the aorist looks to a future point in time



Subjunctive mood means it is a potential but not all believers will realize this potential



Passive voice indicates the believer receives this outward resemblance of an inner reality

2. He is addressing believers he had lead to the Lord.  He already gave birth to them once, now is have labor pains a second time.



This is abnormal and unnatural.  This is like delivering the same baby twice.

3. These believers have Christ in them, they are Christians, and they have believed and received Christ.  But Paul wants them to move on in grace, move on to an aorist tense point in time when they will have the outward appearance of the inner reality of their salvation.

He uses the labor pains analogy because as they were born again through grace and faith now must live the spiritual life in grace and faith.  So in a sense, it is the same baby being born twice.

PRINCIPLE #1:  Developing the character of Christ is a process which demands spiritual growth.

PRINCIPLE #2:  The aorist tense point is time is the believer’s status of maturity which comes as a result of spiritual growth.  Once mature you do not stop growing.

PRINCIPLE #3:  Not all believers will have the reality of this potential.  The subjunctive mood of the verb.

4. This word is only used in one other place in the Pauline writings.  


Philippians 2:5-8  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  


To Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, is synonymous with Christ being formed in you.

The word FORM in the GNT is MORPHON in Philippians is a contrast to the word FORMED in Galatians 4:19


In Philippians Christ took on the form of man so that we could fulfill Galatians 4:19 and take on the form of Christ.


Christ did three things in taking on the form of man:

1. Made himself of no reputation

2. He humbled himself

3. Became obedient


In our journey towards having Christ formed in us we also do these three things:
1. No reputation:  Grace orientation.  Recognize that all that we are we are as a result of Grace.  It is God who counts, not us.

2. Humility:  Authority orientation to God and His system and His plan

3. Obedient:  To the mandates of God.  And you have to know the mandates, the W.O.G., in order to be obedient to them.

v 20  Continued:  for I am perplexed about you.

Paul says that these Galatian believers are a perplexity to him.  He is at his wit's end over their deserting of grace (remember Galatians 1:6  I am amazed, shocked) 

BUT PAUL DOES NOT give up even in his perplexity:
1. He will continue to teach them.  They are not where he would have them to be but he will deal with them where they are.



Cannot change others, only communicate and present the truth.  You can warn, you can encourage, you can even beg, but they must made the decision to change.

2. Paul realizes the battle is the Lord's, including the battle against legalism.  So he is providing the information and they are in the Lord’s hands.

3. If he was there with them his tactic might have been different, but he was not so all he can do is present the truth.


PRINCIPLE:  Paul can't solve there problem.  He can only present the truth that will allow them to deal with / solve their problem:



As a communicator he tells the truth



As listeners they must welcome the truth



And in making decisions they must seek the truth

