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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FIVEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-05a.doc

INTRODUCTION:
Galatians 5:1 stands alone as the climax of this epistle.  It is also the theme of the epistle, Christian Liberty.
At salvation, Jesus Christ our personal Savior sets us free.  We have freedom in Christ from that moment on.  We are free from the bondage of sin, of guilt, of the curse of the law.  We are new, free creatures in Christ.

Galatians 5:1  
Paul gives us the Christian declaration of freedom in v 1 and then picks it up again at v 13:

(Galatians 5:1 and ) Galatians 5:13  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
Between these two verses of freedom is a very personal and specific attack on the legalistic Judiazers as well as any who would follow them.

v 1  It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

Paul begins this verse with a Greek legal declaration:


te eleutheria , which come from the Greek custom of freeing slaves:
1. Greek custom was that a slave could only be freed when purchased by a god of the pantheon
2. When a master wanted to free a slave he would go to the temple and donate to the god a prescribed sum of money.  Greek gods were all broke, they had no money.

3. The priests of the temple would give the master a document on which was stated . For Freedom, the exact phase we have here in verse 1.

4. The master would then give it to the slave and he would then be free and have a document to prove it.


APPLICATION:  Christ went to the cross and paid the prescribed sum to His Father.  He got a document for every member of the human race and offers them to us.  Some take the document, others do not.



The verb is an aorist, active, indicative:  



Aorist tense is a past point in time and looks to our salvation that is the time we are set free in Christ.


TWO RESULTS:

1. Stand Firm:  STA TA, the command given to the most prepared soldiers of the army, the TRI ARE.  They were to stand their ground, their six cubits of earth against all enemies.  Never retreat or surrender.  How, by the power of the Holy Spirit.

2. Be not entangled again with a yoke of slavery:  Once freedom was granted it was to be cherished.  No going back to the bondage they were in before.

CONTRAST:  The servant attitude of Jewish custom, a voluntary salve.  Unknown to the Galatians.



These believers were going back to a bondage of law they had been freed from.


The verb ENTANGLED is passive which sets up the argument of the next 12 verses.  There are those who would put this yoke on them, they then become the victims of the legalists.



Paul uses the word YOKE because in harnessing oxen the yoke was put on by the farmer and once on the oxen could not remove it.  Paul sees legalism as that kind of yoke, once on, hard to shed.

Galatians 5:2-12:  The Attack Against the Legalist:

v 2a  Behold, I Paul
This is a very strong way to begin a sentence.  Greek doesn’t rely on personal pronouns, and usually doesn’t include the mentions of one name.  The verb BEHOLD could have said the same thing but Paul, in very strong emphasis, says:  Behold, I Paul . . .

REMEMBER how gentle Paul was in Chapter 4 as he spoke to the Galatian Gentile Christians, well now he is addressing the Jerusalem Judiazers and he goes from gentle to tough.

v 2b  Say to you that if (3rd cc) if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.
The word PROFIT is elsewhere translated benefit, and advantage.  The point is that all the benefits of being a Christian are wiped out by the legalism that led to circumcision.


The use of the 3rd cc IF indicates that this is a potential while not yet a reality.  The legalists are headed towards this but not there yet.  Paul know that is their goal, the Galatians are blinded to this.


NOTICE:


There no benefit to a believer in being OOF.  Here the Galatians get OOF by that which would be to some seen as a moral act, circumcision.


Getting out of fellowship through morality or Human Good is to quench the Spirit as mentioned in I Thessalonians 5:9 while we grieve the Spirit through sins.


Getting OOF through moral arrogance and legalism is most subtle.  It so often passes for true Christianity and thus renders the believer helplessly in bondage to a false system.



APPLICATION:  Just try telling some moral Johnny be good works type of believer that they are OOF.  They are blinded to their bondage.

v 3  And I testify (middle voice) again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.


Paul reinforces what he said back in Galatians 3:10,  the curse of being under part of the law is that you have to do all the Law.

WHAT ABOUT CIRCUMCISION:

1. Circumcision in the Age of Israel and for the descendants of Abraham was practiced as a sign of religious identification.

2. Circumcision today is practiced as a matter of personal preference and perhaps health and carries not religious significance.

3. In ancient Israel circumcision meant five things:

a. The parents were being obedient to the commands of God in that they were circumcising their male babies.  Parent’s obedience, child had no say or felling in the matter.

b. Circumcision began with Abraham who was the single great-great grandfather of a nation.  This was a nation formed by God, Israel.  

c. Thus, circumcision was a symbol of that special nation

d. Circumcision served as a twofold reminder to the men of Israel, the men who were to be the spiritual and political leaders of Israel, God's nation.

1) A reminder in cohabitation:  For a Jewish man to take a Gentile wife was fine, but the wife was to convert and any children were to raised as Jews, not Gentiles.  Circumcision was a reminder of this.

2) A daily reminder that the Jewish man was part of a special nation.  Every time he went to the tree he looked down and was reminded that he was different.  During those often moments of contemplation against the wall he would think about the fact that he was different.
e. By the time of the giving of the Mosaic Law, circumcision also had a symbolic spiritual significance of the cutting away of the flesh or the O.S.N.



Deuteronomy 10:16  Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiff-necked (arrogant).  

4. NOTE:  Actual physical circumcision was for Israel and when Paul used the term in the N.T. epistles it was strictly symbolic of our determination to shut down the flesh, the O.S.N.

Colossians 2:11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.
5. Therefore, Paul rejects actual physical circumcision as having any part in the Christ Centered Life.


Romans 3:1  What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?  

I Corinthians 7:19  Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.  


Galatians 5:2  Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.  

BACK TO GALATIANS 5:3

v 3a  When Paul says: I testify again to every man being circumcised 

He uses a middle voice verb and the adverb PALIN


There is a benefit to him as he shares the truth and he does this PALIN, again and again for a purpose or with a goal in sight.



The goal is their freedom in Christ

v 4  You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
EXPANDED:
You were discharged from Christ, you who are justified by law, you fell from grace.

The word DISCHARGED or OF NO EFFECT is the Greek word katapgeo , which means to be totally idle, inactive, or unemployed.



So back in verse 2 Paul said NO PROFIT and now in verse 4 we see why, you are unemployed as a Christian, you have been fired from grace.


The phase FALLEN FROM GRACE is an aorist tense, active voice.  In a point of time they fell by their own volition.



This point of time was when they picked up the first principle of legalism, observe holy days.  At that point they quenched the Spirit, and were living in the flesh as carnal Christians.


Falling from Grace is to be fired from your relationship with Christ, to be fired or discharged from your profession.


FALLEN is the Greek word ekpipto , which we first saw back in Galatians 4:14 translated disdain


This is a Greek drama term for being hissed off the stage.



The cry of the crowd for a bad actor was EXPIPTO, but in the case of a really bad actor the crowd would chant UPOKRITE (Hypocrite), and the actor would leave the stage and kill himself.



Paul uses EXPIPTO because the believer discharged from Christ is hissed off the stage of grace, but he is still a believer.



II Peter 3:17  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.  




These are believers who have fallen in their Christian walk; they are no longer spiritual but carnal.



NOTE:  You are still what you are, a Christian, but you are out of work, off the stage, thus, no profit.


ILLUSTRATION:  When you sit in a window sill and fall, do you fall out the window or into the room?  You have fallen into the room but not to your death.


To the Ephesian Church Christ said:


Revelation 2:5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.


They were fallen, but still believers, but carnal.



I Corinthians 3:3  For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 




