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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FIVEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-05b.doc

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER FIVE,  v 4  
v 4  You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
So back in verse 2 Paul said NO PROFIT and now in verse 4 we see why, you are unemployed as a Christian, you have been fired from grace.


This is not a loss of salvation but a falling from Grace and thus a fall from fellowship. 

To the Ephesian Church Christ said:


Revelation 2:5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.


They were fallen, but still believers, but carnal.



I Corinthians 3:3  For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 

v 5  The contrast, Paul uses the personal pronoun WE for the believer rejecting legalism. For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.

EXPANDED:  For you see, we who are in the Spirit, by means of faith (not works), eagerly expect with certainty the hope or evident outcome of righteousness.
THE PHRASE IN THE SPIRIT
This is the dative singular of PNEVMA which is PNEVMATI :

As the phrase in Christ is the most descriptive statement about our position as believers, the phrase in the Spirit is the most descriptive statement about our practice as believers.

1. As a dative it an advantage for the subject to be in the Spirit.

As a singular noun it emphasizes the uniqueness of God the Holy Spirit.  There is only one Holy Spirit.

2. This phrase is not found in the O.T.  Nor its equivalent.  The only N.T. reference to an O.T. believer who was in the Spirit is found in Matthew 22:42 and refers to David who did, according to the Davidic covenant, have a special endowment of the Holy Spirit.  This perhaps extended to those who reigned over Judah as descendants of David.
3. In the Gospels this term is only applied to John the Baptist and to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 1:17

John the Baptist


Mark 8:12

Christ was in the Spirit


Luke 2:27

Christ as a boy at the Temple


I Timothy 3:16
Christ was justified in the Spirit


I Peter 3:18

Christ was resurrected in the Spirit

4. The only other Gospel reference is by way of prophecy in John 4 when Jesus said a time was coming when believers would worship God in the Spirit and in truth.


Prophecy of the C.A. in which we now live as Christians

5. The book of Acts mentions believers who are in the Spirit including Paul in Acts 19:21 and Apollos in Acts 18:25.

6. In the Pauline Epistles this phrase explodes in references and mandates to believers.


Romans 2:29

Praise God in the Spirit


Romans 8:13

Put to death the O.S.N. in the Spirit


Romans 8:14

Divine Guidance in the Spirit


Romans 9:1

Teaching doctrine in the Spirit


Romans 14:17

Our joy is in the Spirit


Romans 15:16

Experiential Sanctification in the Spirit


I Corinthians 4:21
We love in the Spirit


I Corinthians 12:3
We say Jesus is Lord in the Spirit


I Corinthians 14:2
B.D. is communicated in the Spirit


II Corinthians 3:3
We live our lives in the Spirit


Galatians 3:3

Began the C.W.L. in the Spirit


Galatians 5:16

Mandated to walk in the Spirit


Galatians 5:18

Divine guidance in the Spirit


Ephesians 2:22
Church unity is in the Spirit


Ephesians 6:18
Mandated to pray in the Spirit


Philippians 3:3
Worship in the Spirit


Colossians 1:8

Love in the Spirit


I Thess 1:5

There is power in the Spirit


OTHER REFERENCES

I Peter 4:6

Live according to God in the Spirit


Jude 20

Pray in the Spirit


Revelation 1:10
John says he was in the Spirit 

7. Two additional references demand special attention:


Ephesians 5:18   And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.

In the mandate to be filled with the Holy Spirit Paul, at the direction of the Holy Spirit, used PNEVMATI to emphasize that we are filled, and then we are in the Spirit.


Some try to make this something all believers have from salvation onward while others try to make it some type of second blessing for only a select few.  Both are wrong.


Galatians 5:25  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

The context is the rejection of works for Spirituality, Paul tells those who have made the determination that life is lived by the Spirit to then walk in the Spirit.

WALK IN THE SPIRIT is a present subjunctive, not all believers will do this while it is a potential for all believers as mandated in Ephesians 5:18


The reason not all believers will walk in the Spirit is given in the very next verse:


Galatians 5:26  Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.


That which prevents walking in the Spirit is our personal agenda, which includes sins, human good, morality, knowledge, service, etc.

8. Therefore, the phrase in the Spirit, is synonymous with being filled with the Spirit, being Spiritual, being controlled by the Spirit, being in fellowship with Christ through the Spirit.


In Galatians 6:1 Paul uses the term spiritual when referring to those believers who have not been overtaken in a sin.  He says you can help the believer who is not spiritual.


Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.
9. Thus, as you resist temptation, or are restored to the status of spirituality you are in the Spirit.
And you are in the Spirit, spiritual, by faith in the Holy Spirit.  Trust Him!

BACK TO GALATIANS 5:5
Rather then carnality through legalism, Paul includes himself in a group of believers who are Spiritual.

v 5  He adds that they are in the Spirit BY FAITH. For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.

This is the principle he has been stressing all along and now applies it to himself and other spiritual believers.


We eagerly expect the hope of righteousness.


That is little different that the KJV word wait.



Not waiting but eagerly expecting.

This is a very confident and strong statement in the G.N.T.


The hope is elpida , which means a confident expectation of an assured outcome.  Not wishful thinking or hoping in something as we might hope.


EAGERLY EXPECT is apek + decomai  + , which also includes the idea of confidence of something which is yet to come or be received.


What both HOPE and EAGER EXPECTATION look ahead with confidence towards is RIGHTEOUSNESS.  As also used in:  

Philippians 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we eagerly expect the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ:  


Romans 8:23  We eagerly expect the redemption of the body.


PRINCIPLE:  Paul uses this word to means the manner of expectation that the spiritual Christian has as he looks ahead to the coming of Christ or his own home coming when he goes to be with the Lord.


Then, with the Lord, we will be 100% certified, verified, ultimately sanctified RIGHTEOUS.


AND HERE IS THE POINT:  The legalist tries to do that on his own rather than depend upon Christ.
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