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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FIVEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-05c.doc

INTRODUCTION:

A dialogue from the most celebrated Christian School of the Second Century:
I am in earnest about forsaking the world and following Christ. But I am puzzled about worldly things. What is it I must forsake? a young man asks. The answer:  Colored clothes, for one thing. Get rid of everything in your wardrobe that is not white. Stop sleeping on a soft pillow. Sell your musical instruments and don't eat any more white bread. You cannot, if you are sincere about obeying Christ, take warm baths or shave your beard. To shave is to lie against Him who created us, to attempt to improve on His Work.

With legalism the rules have changed but the principle has remained the same: Man trying to do for God rather than by faith receiving what God has done for man. 

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER FIVE,  v 6
v 6  Thus, at the very next verse Paul focus attention of the one who will make us 100% verified and sanctified as righteous.


For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but faith operating through love.

The issue then is not even the ultimate of legalism which was circumcision of adult males, or the lack of this . . .


THE ISSUE IS FAITH operating by means of the power of spiritual love.

Remember what Paul wrote in I Corinthians 13:
v 1  If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

v 2  And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

v 3  And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.


THE PRINCIPLE:  No matter what system man can come up with, even the most extreme system of legalism, denial, sacrifice, it counts for nothing in the grace way of life offered by Jesus Christ.


FAITH, here is said to OPERATE through LOVE.  The power of divine love in our lives can be found in three directions:
1. In Personal Love for God

2. In unconditional spiritual love for other believers

3. In unconditional love for UB (Give then the Gospel)
ONLY ACCOMPLISHED in through the love of God.  This cannot be accomplished by any act of legalism.
v 7  Turning his attention to the Galatian Christians Paul rebukes them by saying: You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?


You were running well, imperfect (past) tense.

Looks at durative or continual action in the past but ending in the past and not being so in the present.


Who hindered you that you should not be persuaded by the truth?

The idea of running well and then being hindered sees the stride being broken.  


In running timing and stride are everything.  The runner paces himself and sets his stride with the goal in mind.  Here the stride is broken, the timing is off.


This is BAD NEWS for the believer.  Too many believers start the race well and then lose their stride, fall by the side of the course.  REASON:  not obeying or being persuaded by the Truth.



Major line of attack . . .  attack the Truth, B.D.


The question is rhetorical; Paul and the Galatians know that the Judiazers are the ones who broke their stride.


They did this by getting them to the point of not being persuaded by the truth, by making something else more important than Bible Doctrine.


PERSUADED (KJV obey) is middle voice:  It is beneficial to the believer to be persuaded by the Truth.

DEFINITION of being persuaded by truth:  Permitting yourself to be persuaded by the truth, acknowledging it as truth, and trusting in it as a principle of truth.
v 8  The persuasion not to be persuaded by the truth represents a false persuasion:  This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you.

This false persuasion was the subtle actions of the legalists as they more and more enslaved the Judiazers.


The Judiazers attempted to bring the O.T. up to the Church Age with full and specific interpretation.  


Two guiding PRINCIPLES of the O.T. in the C.A.
1. The O.T. is specifically adapted to the needs of a nation, the O.T. nation of Israel, and it was for a time prior to the Cross.



National limitation + Shadow Christology
2. The O.T. legal enactments which deal with morality and conduct must be seen as revelation from God and as universal and eternal in their application to the whole of mankind.

Some are amplified in the N.T.  Others are explained as part of the religious law which was fulfilled on the Cross.

Romans 2 indicates that moral law, as expressed in the O.T. is a universal and eternal principle for all, believer and UB, alike


THEREFORE:  To set this up as a system of spirituality or spiritual advance is taking something which is for all man and making it the C.W.L.


EXAMPLE:  Is stealing bad?  Yes! But it is bad for UB as well as believer.  How about murder, rejection of authority, disobedience, gossip . . . all bad for all.

v 9  The illustration of leaven:  A well known old world symbol:  A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

In the Old Testament the Jews had to remove all leaven from their homes prior to the feast of unleavened bread (Leviticus 23:6-8).


This feast emphasized the daily walk of dependence upon the Lord.  No leaven in bread made what is still called today day bread.  Lasts for one day then use it as paving stones (hard as a rock and unable to eat)


Leaven was symbolic of not trusting the Lord, saying you had to store up bread, can't trust the Lord for tomorrow.

But a more important aspect of the Feast of Unleavened Bread can be seen in the verses in Leviticus 23:6-8
v 6  Then on the fifteenth day of the same month there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.

v 7  On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall not do any laborious work.

v 8  But for seven days you shall present an offering by fire to the LORD. On the seventh day is a holy convocation; you shall not do any laborious work.
SO THE TWO aspects of this feast are:

1. No leaven, symbolizing daily dependence on the Lord

2. No work, symbolizing receiving by faith the grace of God

IN THE SAME WAY the leaven of the legalists was not trusting Jesus Christ and His grace, gotta work, gotta store up those good works of H/Vpt.


PRINCIPLE:  God's system doesn’t tolerate leaven but rather is a system of total trust.



A little Leaven . . . 


PRINCIPLE:  Even a little legalism makes you a legalist.

v 10a  Paul's attitude towards the Galatians and his attitude towards the legalists:  I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will adopt no other view;

This is future tense, Paul is describing what he wants be the outcome of this epistle.  That they will be thinking Grace and not works.



This is reflexive of TRUTH back in verse 7.  Paul's confidence is that through the Lord they will think TRUTH.

V 10b  But for the Judiazers:  But the one who is disturbing you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.

Paul calls for judgment on the Judiazers and here looks at one individual who is the ring leader of these men from Jerusalem.


An IMPRECATORY STATEMENT in which Paul call for divine judgment on these who are troubling the Galatians.


TROUBLE is the same word we say back in Galatians 1:7  But there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.

Means to invoke an emotion in a person and the error is that the person goes into fear and worry as a result of being troubled.



When we studied this as part of Galatians 1:7 we saw that being TROUBLED is not the sin but is the temptation to kick in fear, worry, and other lack of faith sins.

Being TROUBLED puts the believer on the edge of sin


Here in verse 10 Paul calls for judgment on the Judiazers and in verse 12 he is going to specify the type of judgment.

v 11  Paul personalizes the argument:  He was being persecuted because he did not preach circumcision:  But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished.

Paul had been a Pharisee, a legalist, a leader of Israel but upon becoming a Christian made a clean break with the legalist system.


He proves this by the fact that he is persecuted by the legalists.  He would compromise with circumcision he would get out of this persecution, but he will not compromise Grace.


If he did preach the Law, including circumcision, then the offense of the cross would be annulled:


THE CROSS as an offense to the Jews:

1. The Cross represents the pinnacle of Grace towards mankind.

2. At the Cross any and all Human Good was rejected including obedience to the Mosaic Law.

3. Therefore, anyone who loves a legalistic system more than grace will have a low view of the Cross.

WARNING:  This is very subtle but if man puts anything higher than or equal to or added to the Cross he in effect is saying the Cross was not sufficient . . . it wasn't enough.

v 12  The verse we all have been waiting for.  As a conclusion to this very stinging argument against the legalists, Paul adds sanctified sarcasm.  Would that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.

EXPANDED TRANSLATION: I would that the ones intensely troubling you, the ones who think circumcision is so spiritual, that they would go all the way in their thinking and cut themselves off completely.

The verb MUTILATE or CUT OFF COMPLETELY is APO+KOPSTO,  meaning castration.



Paul says if they think circumcision is so important, why not go all the way and castrate themselves.


There was a priest by the name of ORIGIN (184-254) who castrated himself as an act of pious asceticism.  When he went to Alexandria to seek ordination, Demetrius the Pastor of Antioch denied ordination because of his self mutilation.  Later he was ordained in Palestine but his ordination was never recognized in Egypt.
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