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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FIVEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-05d.doc

INTRODUCTION:

Peter Marshall, Prayer before the U.S. Senate:  Lord Jesus, thou who art the way, the truth, and the life; hear us as we pray for the truth that shall make all free. each us that liberty is not only to be loved but also to be lived. Liberty is too precious a thing to be buried in books. It costs too much to be hoarded. Help us see that our liberty is not the right to do as we please, but the opportunity to please to do what is right. 

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER FIVE, v 10
v 10a  Paul's attitude towards the Galatians and his attitude towards the legalists:  I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will adopt no other view;

This is future tense, Paul is describing what he wants be the outcome of this epistle.  That they will be thinking Grace and not works.



This is reflexive of TRUTH back in verse 7.  Paul's confidence is that through the Lord they will think TRUTH.

V 10b  But for the Judiazers:  But the one who is disturbing you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.

Paul calls for judgment on the Judiazers and here looks at one individual who is the ring leader of these men from Jerusalem.


An IMPRECATORY STATEMENT in which Paul call for divine judgment on these who are troubling the Galatians.


TROUBLE is the same word we say back in Galatians 1:7  But there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.

Means to invoke an emotion in a person and the error is that the person goes into fear and worry as a result of being troubled.



When we studied this as part of Galatians 1:7 we saw that being TROUBLED is not the sin but is the temptation to kick in fear, worry, and other lack of faith sins.

Being TROUBLED puts the believer on the edge of sin


Here in verse 10 Paul calls for judgment on the Judiazers and in verse 12 he is going to specify the type of judgment.

v 11  Paul personalizes the argument:  He was being persecuted because he did not preach circumcision:  But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished.

Paul had been a Pharisee, a legalist, a leader of Israel but upon becoming a Christian made a clean break with the legalist system.


He proves this by the fact that he is persecuted by the legalists.  He would compromise with circumcision he would get out of this persecution, but he will not compromise Grace.


If he did preach the Law, including circumcision, then the offense of the cross would be annulled:


THE CROSS as an offense to the Jews:

1. The Cross represents the pinnacle of Grace towards mankind.

2. At the Cross any and all Human Good was rejected including obedience to the Mosaic Law.

3. Therefore, anyone who loves a legalistic system more than grace will have a low view of the Cross.

WARNING:  This is very subtle but if man puts anything higher than or equal to or added to the Cross he in effect is saying the Cross was not sufficient . . . it wasn't enough.

v 12  The verse we all have been waiting for.  As a conclusion to this very stinging argument against the legalists, Paul adds sanctified sarcasm.  Would that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.

EXPANDED TRANSLATION: I would that the ones intensely troubling you, the ones who think circumcision is so spiritual, that they would go all the way in their thinking and cut themselves off completely.

The verb MUTILATE or CUT OFF COMPLETELY is APO+KOPSTO,  meaning castration.



Paul says if they think circumcision is so important, why not go all the way and castrate themselves.


There was a priest by the name of ORIGIN (184-254) who castrated himself as an act of pious asceticism.  When he went to Alexandria to seek ordination, Demetrius the Pastor of Antioch denied ordination because of his self mutilation.  Later he was ordained in Palestine but his ordination was never recognized in Egypt.

NOW AT THIS POINT PAUL IS now ready to continue the statement of v 1, the freedom we have as believers in Jesus Christ:

Compare v1 and v 13 and then the Doctrine of Freedom
Some Passages that Describe our Freedom:PRIVATE 

1. Romans 8:21  That the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 


Nature, the environment, will one day be as free as you, the believer.  I toss that in because we think of being as free as nature?  Nature, to personify it, wants to be as free as we are.

2. Since the beginning of the church there are those who cannot stand the freedom the believer has:



I Corinthians 10:29  For why is my freedom judged by another's conscience?


Also Galatians 2:4 the Jerusalem Council: But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.  

3. We are to maintain freedom so as to not be brought back into any ridged system of law and works:  Galatians 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 
4. We are to use our freedom to minister to others: Galatians 5:13  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 


We must not let it become a stumbling-block:  I Corinthians 8:9 But take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 


Peter touches on this also in I Peter 2:16  Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 

5. The Holy Spirit as the agent of freedom in the life of the believer uses the word of God to define this freedom:  John 8:32  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
6. The objective of the CCL, however, is not freedom; it is what you will do with your freedom.



Peter talked of those who promised freedom: II Peter 2:19  Promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.
7. The Law of the Spirit of Life sets us free from sin and from death so that we can function in that freedom, free from bondage, serving God and serving others.

Jesus Christ set the precedent for our freedom:
1. Jesus Christ set the precedent at the cross.  He was free to reject the cross, but He recognized the Father's authority and became obedient even unto death, 

Hebrews 5:8  Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. 



Philippians 2:8  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ was totally obedient.  His obedience at the cross results in our spiritual freedom.

3. The application to us is that we need to exercise our volition towards consistently using our freedom for the learning, thinking, and applying of Bible doctrine.

4. We are free in the Spirit and that means we are free to live the Christ Centered life in freedom, not bondage, serving God and others out of our freedom.

5. LET ME GIVE YOU A RULE:  If as you as progressing in your spiritual life, you are moving to greater bondage and law, there is a problem.  If however you are moving towards greater freedom and grace, you are on the right track.



One is ridged and therefore predictable and comfortable.  



But the only the other can lead you to places you never imagined, never even dreamed of, could not even hope for.
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