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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FIVEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-05e.doc

INTRODUCTION TO FREEDOM:

The attitude of our culture towards one who becomes a believer is often an attitude of sorrow.  You many even hear the comment that so and so became a Christian, poor fellow, now He can have no real fun in life.  The UB world does not see the bondage they are in and the freedom we have.


About thirty-eight years ago when I was trying to talk Pat into marrying me one her objections (just one of many) was that getting married meant she would no longer be free. I told her that being in love with her as much as I was not freedom but a lack of freedom to fully express my love to her in every way.  I told her that only when we were married would we be truly free to love each other.

When we became believers in Christ we also appropriated a freedom that allows us to express love and our live our lives fully in the freedom for which Christ has set us free.


John 8:36  If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. 

LET'S BEGIN BY TURNING TO ROMANS 8:1-6

v 1 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 


v 2 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 


v 3 
For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 


v 4 
in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 


v 5 
For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 


v 6 
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 


THE THREE GREAT AREAS OF FREEDOM FOR THE C.A. BELIEVER which contrast with believers in previous dispensations are the:

1. Freedom from O.T. Law

2. Freedom from the O.S.N.

3. And the Freedom of Worship


It is God the God the Holy Spirit who provides for these freedoms in the believer.

TURN NOW IN YOUR BIBLES TO II CORINTHIANS 3:17-18
I.  Spiritual freedom is the heritage of the Christian:

1. There is no more dramatic passage in the Bible than the principle of spiritual freedom found in II Corinthians 3:17‑18.   



Now the Lord is the Spirit [Holy Spirit], and where the Spirit of the Lord is [in the body of the believer], there is [spiritual] freedom.  But we all [royal family], with an unveiled face [filling of the Spirit], beholding as in a mirror [Word of God] the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image  from glory [humanity of Christ our precedent] to glory [momentum of believer], just as from the Spirit of the Lord [enabling power]. 


  
This passage starts out by telling us that the Holy Spirit is God.  It is one of the passages that documents the deity of the Holy Spirit. Here He is called KURIOS, a Greek word for deity.  

2. The filling of the Spirit is the means of living the Christian way of life, and / or the enabling power to live the spiritual life.


  
Galatians 5:16  Walk by means of the Spirit, and you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 




When we are F/HS and are walking in the Spirit we have a freedom that man has not known apart from Christ.

3. When we look into the mirror of the Word of God, it is not our reflection we see.  The mirror of the Word produces the reflection of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory.



Being transformed into the same image is a reference to Galatians 4:19  My little children, I am sweating you out until Christ is formed in you.  Christ being formed in you is the key to II Corinthians 3:18.


PRINCIPLE:  The more Christ is formed in us the more free we will be.

II.  Spiritual Freedom:
1. Just as establishment freedom is the heritage of physical birth, so spiritual freedom is the heritage of the new birth or regeneration.  



II Corinthians 3:17  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  

2. Spiritual freedom is based on the enabling power of the Holy Spirit, who indwells the body of every believer as His base of operations.  When the believer lives in the power of the Spirit by being filled with the Spirit, and walking by means of the Spirit, he functions under the enabling power of the Spirit.

3. Spiritual freedom is the divine provision for living the divine plan in this age, which includes the full abundance of the spiritual life.

4. Human freedom cannot exist or be effective without human responsibility.  This is also true of spiritual freedom; we have responsibility.  

a. First, we cannot have spiritual freedom without making the faith decision to believe in Christ.  

b. Thereafter, we must make thousands of daily faith decisions to live the spiritual life under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.  Spiritual freedom only exists in the spiritual life.

5. Our first taste of spiritual freedom was at salvation.  The moment you believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit enters you into the spiritual life.  When you sin, you're out; grieving the Holy Spirit, quenching the Holy Spirit, or lying to the spirit.  Then you no longer have spiritual freedom because you are in Satan's dungeon.

6. The Christians can only advance spiritually in the spiritual life.  He cannot advance spiritually in carnality.  Therefore, spiritual freedom only exists in the spiritual life, and only functions under the power of the Holy Spirit and the learning, thinking, and applying of Bible doctrine.

7. John 8:32 applies only to Believer living the spiritual life.  You shall know the doctrine and the doctrine shall make you free.   The filling of the Spirit plus knowing and applying doctrine.  This combination makes you free to use your volition to advance in the Christ Centered Life.

8. The principle is applied to us in Galatians 5:1  It is for freedom that Christ has set you free.  Therefore, keep standing fast [consistency in the plan of God by learning thinking applying BD] and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery [legalism, law, works].
a. You walked out of the slave market of sin through faith in Jesus Christ, and walked into freedom in Christ.

b. Now this verse tells you to stay in that sphere of freedom, and if you get out, use your priesthood and confession to get back into fellowship and into spiritual freedom. 

c. To the Galatians, the yoke of slavery referred to legalism.




To us it can refer to legalism, ritual, religion, sin, or anything else that can make up the comfort zone.



The believer can live and function without temporal freedom, but he cannot execute the plan of God without spiritual freedom.

The Relationship of Human Freedom to Christianity.
1. Knowledge of doctrine frees the believer from slavery to the old sin nature, permitting him to accurately live the Christian way of life, 


John 8:32  You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

Doctrine frees us to have a relationship with God in time.

2. Jesus Christ provided us with spiritual freedom to serve God and advance to maturity, Gal 3:13, 5:1.


Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.


Galatians 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

3. Believers are said to have  a glorious freedom.  And this freedom is ours right now.  

Romans 8:21 That the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 

4. This freedom is related to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in II Corinthians 3:17  Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is [spiritual] freedom.  

5. The Word of God is called the law of liberty in James 1:25 and 2:12 because it defines the believer's freedom to glorify God through Bible doctrine.

James 1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does. 

James 2:12 So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 

6. As the Mosaic Law provided freedom in the Age of Israel, so today the Holy Spirit provides freedom in the Church Age.

Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

The M.L. was a temporary measure to insure freedom for God's O.T. nation  
Galatians 3:19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed should come to whom the promise had been made. 

Transgression, sin, criminality in a nation rob us of our freedom.  And that is what the M.L. intended to provide until the Messiah (the seed) would come out of Israel.

We have a new law, THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE.  And that law is not dependant upon establishment freedom.

7. Experiential sanctification provides daily freedom to serve God.

Romans 6:17-18  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

Romans 7:6  But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 
Positional sanctification provides freedom from slavery to the old sin nature, Romans 6:6-7  Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin. 

If we going to serve God, we must have freedom from the old sin nature, even with the old sin nature still in us.

8. Therefore, liberty is the standard of life for the Christian. 


Galatians 5:13  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 


We are free from the oppression of the OSN.  And thus we are free to love other believers.  The OSN sets the mind on self and uses others rather than love others.  This is the spiritual love of the New Commandment of John 13:34-35.  And this can only be fulfilled in the freedom of the Spiritual life and by the power of the Holy Spirit.


I Peter 2:16  Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bond slaves of God.


We are also free in the spiritual life to serve God.  We can become slaves to God because we are not the slaves of anything else.  Our freedom in the spiritual life allows us to become slaves to God.



In the Israel when a slave was given his freedom he could decide from that freedom to become a slave to his master.




He would go to the door of his master’s house and pierced his ear against the door or the house, and put a gold ring in his ear.  When other then saw him the gold ring was testimony of his Master's goodness and fairness.


Now every believer, even with a small amount of doctrine, ought to understand that he is free to serve God and to serve others.  He has the freedom to wear the gold ring.

9. Legalism seeks to enslave the believer and destroy that liberty.

Galatians 2:4 But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. 

This is why false teachers, though in slavery themselves, promise freedom to their victims.

10. Freedom provides that stability of soul necessary for both friendship with Christ and worship.

John 4:20-23 The woman said: Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.  Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father.  You worship that which you do not know; we worship that which we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 

11. Since salvation and the learning of doctrine provide freedom for the soul, human slavery does not hinder the believer from serving God, 

I Corinthians 7:20-23 Let each man remain in that condition in which he was called.  Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do that.  For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord's freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ's slave. You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 

So Paul told the believer slaves to not break out of slavery, for they are God's freemen and can continue to serve God.  And to those who were free, he told them to consider themselves God's servants, free to serve Him.  


Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Now back to Galatians Chapter Five, v 13

