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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FIVEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-05h.doc

INTRODUCTION:
Legalism destroys the grace relationship we can enjoy with Jesus Christ
Open your Bibles to Galatians Chapter Five, v 16  

Review:  At v 16 Paul gives a mandate that will fulfill the love for one another he spoke of in verse 14:

v 16a  But I now say, walk in the spirit.

Here we have the same dative of advantage we saw back in verse 5, to be in the Spirit, synonymous with the control or filling of the Spirit.


The mandates given regarding the Filling of the Holy Spirit are both absolute and relative.


ABSOLUTE:  Confess or admit your sins and by faith be filled with the Spirit 


RELATIVE:  Walk in the Spirit, remain in the Spirit


These two approaches provide two challenges for you:


CHALLENGE #1 Are you going to Acknowledge, Admit, Confess any known sin as a prerequisite to being to being filled with the Holy Spirit by faith?


CHALLENGE #2 - Are you going to stay F/HS and therefore have a Christian walk that is in the Spirit?

We have seen the two ways we can fail that second challenge:

1. By means of Self-righteous legalism

2. By means of the lawlessness of sin


OR WE CAN WALK IN THE SPIRIT:


And the Christian walking in the Spirit is not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, either legalism or lawlessness.

INTRODUCTION TO SPIRITUALITY:

1. Spirituality is the post salvation work of God the Holy Spirit in ministry to the believer.

2. Spirituality, the F/HS is commanded for every believer in the C.A.

3. More than any other writer of the N.T., the apostle John expressed spirituality as an absolute. He wrote about being in fellowship with Christ, being in God's power sphere, and being in the light.
These all look at the absolute concept of spirituality and John even expresses the life of the believer as being without sin when in fellowship, that is F/HS

4. Paul, on the other hand, looked at spirituality as the experience of the Christ Centered Life.  He wrote about staying in fellowship, staying F/HS and often used the concept of walking to parallel this stability of spirituality by the believer.

5. Thus, John, in I John 1:9, gives us the encouragement not to deny our sinfulness.  But to admit that we are sinners and we sin and then turn to God by faith in what Christ has done, 
I John 2:1-2
My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

THE ANALOGY OF WALKING IN THE SPIRIT:
1. Walking is a learned activity that is a result of balance.  It is an automatic process for making that gets man from one point to another.

2. Walking in the Christian Life also involves learning, balance, automation, and momentum.

3. Man cannot even stand much less walk without the balance factor from the inner ear.  Just as the Christian cannot walk in the Spirit without the balance factor in the soul of perception and application of Doctrine.  Too much of one without the other result in falling down.

4. The walking in the Spirit is a learned activity just as you had to learn how to walk as a child.  When you start off you have to hold onto others for support, you wobble, fall down often, have to concentrate on every step. 

PRINCIPLE:  The young believer has to concentrate on every move, every step he takes and may even have to lean on other who are more mature for support.  When he falls, he gets up again.

5. Just as walking eventually becomes an automatic process, the Christian's walk in the Spirit eventually becomes automatic in that the techniques that ensure stability are used regularly and consistently.

Confession our fall ad our sin, by faith claim promises, apply principles.  Knowing what to hold onto when the environment tries to throw off our balance.

6. In walking every step is a step of faith.  You believe the surface upon which you are to tread will support you, you believe your foot, ankle, leg will hold you up . . . that all requires faith.  



And every step in the spiritual life is a step of faith based upon what you know to true from the promises of God which is faith in His Word.

7. Every step get you to where you are going.  This is the momentum of walking.  In that momentum you are off balance between every step but you recover not by stopping in mid stride, but by making the complete step ahead.



Momentum in the Christian life is that which allows for constant recovery from loss of balance.  If you stop in mid-stride and you fall, instead you forge ahead.


REFER TO:  Doctrine of Spirituality, The Believer’s Walk (Braun)

Back to Galatians 5:17

v 17  For those who want to hold onto a little legalism or little lawlessness, Paul says . . . not a chance:


For the flesh (OSN with it learned behaviors) sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.

The idea is that the flesh controls, dominates with its trends and you say I don't want to do this or that, but the OSN is in control.


So what is your choice?  Be controlled by the OSN or be controlled by the Holy Spirit.


PRINCIPLE:  The F/HS is an absolute, no little bit of this and little bit of that.  You are either F/HS and the OSN is shut down or you are condoled by OSN and the Holy Spirit is shut down.


WHEN CONTROLLED BY THE O.S.N. you may make a decision to do this or that according to biblical mandates but in the power of the flesh you cannot do that which you decide to do:


Romans 7:15  For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.  



If a spiritually mature giant like Paul had this problem, how much more we who are just now growing in Christ.


SOLUTION:  Be controlled by the Spirit and then walk in the Spirit.



Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
v 18  Now Paul brings the argument back to the legalists. You see he has been dealing with the lawless crowd since verse 13 but now shows that the F/HS eliminates legalism as well as lawlessness.


But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.

PRINCIPLE:  You can not be spiritual (F/HS) and be a legalist


THE VERY GOOD QUESTION TO ASK at this point:
How do I know if I am filled with the Spirit?  How do I know if I am controlled by the OSN?  What does a Spiritual believer act like?  

Paul answers these questions by examining the results of the OSN as compared to the results of the F/HS

