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GALATIANS, CHAPTER FIVEPRIVATE 


LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal-05i.doc

INTRODUCTION:
James Lurie, a Scottish Jesuit priest, wrote a letter to John Knox as Knox was being persecuted for his faith, and well described the battle between the flesh and the Spirit:
I know how hard the battle is between the flesh and the spirit under the heavy cross of affliction, when no worldly defense but present death doth appear. I know the grudging and murmuring complaints of the flesh, I know the anger, wrath and indignation it conceives against God, calling all His promises in doubt, and being ready every hour utterly to fall from God against which rests only faith, provoking us to call earnestly, and pray for assistance of God’s Spirit, wherein, if we continue, our most desperate calamities shall He turn to gladness and a prosperous end.
Open your Bibles to Galatians Chapter Five, v 18 

v 18  Paul brings the argument back to the legalists. You see he has been dealing with the lawless crowd since verse 13 but now shows that the F/HS eliminates legalism as well as lawlessness.


But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.

PRINCIPLE:  You can not be spiritual (F/HS) and be a legalist


THE VERY GOOD QUESTION TO ASK at this point:
How do I know if I am filled with the Spirit?  How do I know if I am controlled by the OSN?  What does a Spiritual believer act like?  

Paul answers these questions by examining the results of the OSN as compared to the results of the F/HS

Galatians 5:19-21  The Works of the Flesh:

v 19  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,

v 20  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,

v 21  envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Sixteen works of the Flesh, the OSN
1. Immorality:  harlotry sexual activity related to prostitution both pagan temple and secular immorality.  So it would include adultery, fornication, and homosexuality
2. Impurity:  to be unclean, for the believer to have association with pagan gods

3. Sensuality: licentiousness, wantonness, unbridled lust, excess and uncontrolled lust.  It is a feminine noun so most likely a word associated with women
4. Idolatry:  worship of anything other than the one true God

5. Sorcery: phamakeia, our word pharmacy.  This looks at drug use as with pagan sorcerers who would predict the future in their drug induced states.
6. Enmities: hostility, from a root meaning hostile, hating, and opposing another
7. Strife:  verbal arguments and quarrels
8. Jealousy:  jealousy of others, fierceness of indignation, punitive zeal, an envious and contentious rivalry
9. Outbursts of anger that come from boiling agitation, from a root meaning to sacrifice an animal so this anger wants to sacrifice or destroy the object of its rage
10. Disputes:  selfish ambition, a word that was used for electioneering but in a negative manner, to be ambitious through intrigue, partisanship, fractiousness 
11. Dissensions:  standing apart, being different to be different and causing dissension as a result.  True of many Christian authors today
12. Factions:  , heresy, causing division through dissensions arising from diversity of opinions and aims.  Would be not adhering to sound doctrine
13. Envying:  Jealousy of things, to want what others have and scheme to get it regardless of what God has for you
14. Drunkenness:  Too much booze 

15. Carousing:  pagan festivals
Thayer says of this:  A nocturnal and riotous procession of half drunken and frolicsome fellows who after supper parade through the streets with torches and music in honor of Bacchus or some other deity, and sing and play before houses of male and female friends; hence used generally of feasts and drinking parties that are protracted till late at night and indulge in revelry. 

So basically, what goes on at most bars on a Saturday night
16. And things like these:  anything that comes from the flesh, the sin nature

v 21  Continued:  . . .  of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Do such things is a present active participle and as we have seen before, participles are words that accompany other verbs and here the doing of such things accompanies or results from the believer being in the flesh, controlled by the OSN,
In the Greek text the last phrase is:  The Kingdom of God ou  will not inherit.

The verb will not inherit is future active indicative and that is very important.  A simple time future is an aorist subjunctive.  The future tense which works a bit differently than our English future looks at the future result or reward based on present conditions or activity.
So the present activity is not doing the works of the flesh but manifesting the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

The little particle ou  which is not even translated is used in questions, asked or implied, when an affirmative or positive answer is expected.

This particle is slipped in to express Paul’s attitude which is saying, doesn’t this make sense, yes it does.  If you life is filled with works of the flesh doesn’t it make sense that you are going to lose out on at least part of your inheritance?

[See doctrine on Inheriting vs. Receiving the Kingdom or just . . .]

The inheritance of the Kingdom is reserved for the believer who matures through the faith and the resulting work of the Holy Spirit in our learning, thinking, and applying of the Word of God.


Colossians 3:23-25  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 


Hebrews 9:15  And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were {committed} under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

Acts 20:32 Paul's statement to the elders in Ephesus: And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
Galatians 5:22-23  The Fruit of the Spirit:

[Refer to own notes on the Fruit of the Spirit 001.doc]
DOCTRINE OF THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:
1. The fruit (singular) of the Holy Spirit is the character of Christ as it is formed in the life of the Christian.

Romans 13:14  But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
2. Fruit looks at production.  All nine of these work together in the balanced Christian life.  They are expressed towards self, others, and to God.

Not mere hidden characteristics, but rather expressions in the life.  Production, fruit, looks at that which is expressed.

3. Just like with real fruit, the growth of the vine, bush, or tree, its strength and health which comes from nourishment determines the quality of the fruit.

As a Christian, our strength and spiritual health which comes from spiritual nourishment determines the quality and consistency of the fruit of the spirit.

4. The singular use of the word FRUIT looks at the fact that these are concurrently expressed in the life of the believer who is living the balanced Christ centered life.

You may in the flesh have a great attitude towards self with no regard for God or others.  You may pump up some real devotion to God and yet have a lousy attitude towards self and others.  Or you can be, in the flesh, very gentle towards others and be devoid of any spiritual understanding.
5. The Spirit produces a fruit that encompasses attitude and action towards self, others, and God

6. HOW DOES THE SPIRIT PRODUCE THIS FRUIT:  


Turn to John, Chapter 14:


v 12
   The Promise of greater works . . . How


v 15-17   The power of the Holy Spirit to be in believers.  This was again promised in Acts 1:8 and began in Acts 2.




If (3rd cc) ye love me, ye will keep my mandates.



          NOTE: 
Abide with you to the end of the age






Dwells with you and shall be in you:  The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit





Called:  The Spirit of Truth

v 26
   The function of the Spirit:  Teach you all things and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.



PRINCIPLE:  Before the production of the Spirit we have the ministry of the Spirit in teaching us Bible Doctrine.


Turn over to John, Chapter 15:


v 20
Jesus is warning them that they will be persecuted as believers in Him, just as he was persecuted


v 26
But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceeds  from the Father, he shall testify of me:



Solution to persecution:  Be taught by the Spirit regarding the person and work of Christ


Turn to John, Chapter 16:


v 1
OFFENDED, our word Scandalized, which means to be caught in a trap like a rabbit.


v 2
Good prophetic description of Paul


v 7
The Comforter, the Holy Spirit, gives the believer the doctrine and the power to hold up even under the worse persecution.


v 13
Again, the solution to persecution:  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come.

v 14
The Holy Spirit does not glorify Himself but brings attention, glory, honor, and praise, to Jesus Christ our Savior.


This section is then followed by the LORD'S PRAYER, John, Chapter 17, in which He prays for us (see verse 20)


Back to our Doctrine:

7. It is the Holy Spirit then who produces the Fruit of the Spirit, which is the character of Christ, in us

This is accomplished through the Spirit's ministry in teaching us and using God’s truth in our souls and in our lives
Even under persecution, facing the most difficult of times, we can express the character of Christ

8. God the Holy Spirit is the power of the Christ Centered Life, the fuel is the Word of God.  Every principle, promise, precept, and mandate that the Holy Spirit teaches us and then uses in our lives to produce the character of Christ.

I Peter 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:
LET'S GO BACK TO GALATIANS  5:24
Verses 24-26  A final pitch to avoid the works of the flesh and produce the fruit of the Spirit.  Paul gives the doctrinal basis for this potential in the life of the believer.

v 24  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Paul takes us back to the Cross in retroactive positional truth.  At the Cross we died with Christ to Sins, the guilt of sins, the law, and the flesh (the O.S.N.).


It is at the Cross and in retroactive positional truth that we share in what Christ accomplished.



HERE PAUL TAKES THE ISSUE OUT OF THE HANDS OF THE FLESH AND THE HANDS OF LEGALISM AND CENTERS IT UPON JESUS CHRIST AND HIS WORK.


PRINCIPLE:  If you are dead to the flesh, why resurrect it?


Romans 6:6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

PASSIONS  is from PATHOS , is secular Greek this referred to either good or bad desires but in the N.T. it refers to bad desires from the O.S.N.


Seen as a affection or passion of the mind that controls and drives the person in the flesh.


LUSTS or DESIRES is the Greek word EPITHUMIA     

These two words are used together in Galatians 5:24, Colossians 3:5, and I Thessalonians 4:5.


The distinction is seen in that the PASSION of the flesh enslaves the person.



Thus it is used not for specific sins but to show a manner of life opposed to God, such as homosexuality in Romans 1:26


But the lusts which can come from ignorance, specific desire, from even Satan, lead the person to enslavement by the passion of the flesh.


I Thessalonians 4:4-5  That every one of you should know how to possess his body in sanctification and honor;  Not in the lust of passion, even as the Gentiles which know not God:  



NOTICE:  It is the lusts that belong to the passion of the O.S.N.  



It is not by accident that the word PATHOS comes from a root word meaning to suffer.


The Passions and lust of the O.S.N. are unfruitful:



Romans 7:5  For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.  



Mark 4:19  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 



II Peter 3:3  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts.  


So instead of walking after unfruitful lusts and passions of the flesh, we can walk in the Spirit.

v 25  If (1st cc) we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

In I Peter 4:6 the phrase: Live in the Spirit, is used of all believers, both those now living and those who have died and are with the Lord.


At Salvation we begin life anew as new spiritual species and we are Spiritual being.  With an eternal life.  Where as before Salvation we were body and soul, we are now body, soul, and spirit with the Holy Spirit indwelling us.


In Galatians 5:25 Paul equates the F/HS with the walking in the Spirit mentioned back in verse 16.


If and we are spiritual being, living in the spirit, let us be F/HS and walk in the Spirit.

This of course shuts down the flesh with its passions and lusts.


The phrase:  Walk in the Spirit, is subjunctive mood, indicating that while all have this potential, not all believers will walk in the Spirit.  Many, even now are tied to the trends of the O.S.N.

v 26  Let us not become . . . 

Present, middle, subjunctive:  This is a potential to the benefit of every believer, to not become these things:


boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

Paul again looks briefly to the works of the flesh



Boastful:  A compound of KENIOS  meaning empty and DOXOS  meaning glory in the N.T.



But DOXOS  in secular Greek means opinion, and here Paul uses the secular concept.



KENODOXOS   then means to come to a point of empty opinion.  Opinion regarding others based not on the facts of the Word of God, but on your own ideas and fears and mistrusts.


This then leads to PROVOKING one another and ENVYING one another.

1. PROVOKE is not the usual word for provoking or provocation.




It is PRO+KALEO  which means to call out to engage in a contest.  Uses as a challenge to a fight or competition.




This is inordinate competition among believers.




Occurs in the middle voice because the one doing this thinks he is benefiting, but he is not

2. ENVYING is the same word we saw in verse 21 and is the expression of jealousy in which a person tries to get what the other has.


PRINCIPLE:  These M.A. are totally contrary to loving one another, and falls in line with the biting and devouring of one another mentioned in verse 15.

