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GALATIANS, CHAPTER SIXPRIVATE 


LESSON:  \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Galatians 2007\Gal 06a.doc

INTRODUCTION:
In Galatians 6:1-10 the apostle Paul takes the information he has been giving and gives it direction out to other believers.

Here we see the balance between giving other believers their privacy and been a help and encouragement to them.


On both sides of this issue there is error in imbalance:

1. PRIVACY:  No concern or regard for others.  Attempting to live as if you were the only believer alive.  Ignoring others, being rude to others, being unwilling to help another believer.

Most Christians who go to the extreme in the area of privacy do so to eliminate responsibility in the body of Christ and will not be a part of a local church.

They may have a lot of knowledge but even in that they are pretty selective as to what they will apply because any teaching on grace, mercy and love in a relationship is rationalized, ignored or just quickly dismissed.

I Corinthians 12:26  And when one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.  

2. INTRUSION:  On the other side there is the extreme of intrusion into the privacy of others.  This stems from a M.A. of needed to know everything that is going on.  The M.A. of the gossip who can not just relax in the Lord.  This type puts their nose in where it doesn’t belong not to help another but to intrude on another.



Believer’s privacy is something we do all have:

II Thessalonians 3:11   For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, not working at all, but are busy bodies.

Believer’s Privacy is illustrated in the conversation between Jesus, Peter and John:

In John 21 Peter has just been asked three times if he love the Lord and then given a position of leadership in the coming church.  He has been told that he would suffer martyrdom for His Lord.  But then he asked:

v 21  Peter therefore seeing him (John) said to Jesus, Lord, and what about this man?

v 22  Jesus said to him, If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!
The plan that Jesus had for John was for John and not for anyone else.

And in Acts 21:12-14 we see an example of Paul being given privacy even when it was pretty apparent that he was wrong.  
So there is a need for a balance, where there is relationship with other believers, where there is the willingness to help restore the fallen, an accountability to those who are close to you AS WELL as giving others the privacy they need to grown and function and sometimes even fail in their walk of faith.
In these verses in Galatians 6, Paul strikes the proper balance.
GALATIANS 6:1-10

v 1   Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.

BROTHERS, Paul addresses and reminds them of their unity in the body of Christ.


IF, a 3rd cc using EAV , with the aorist, subjunctive verb. So a very real and future possibility 

OVERTAKEN IN SOME TRESPASS:  The subjunctive mood indicates that this is a potential, a possibility for every believer.



Here Paul is talking about a fall into sin.  Not a deliberate premeditated venture into sin.



The whole idea of Overtaken in some trespass looks at something that occurs before you even know it.  The believer exercises his will towards sin and against the provision of God almost automatically and then finds himself caught up in sin, out of fellowship.

The words sin, trespass and iniquity are often seen as merely synonyms of the outworking of man’s sinful nature.  And while these three are they also have their own nuance which I think is best discerned in the Hebrew:

To sin:  Hebrew CHA-TA Greek amartia :  In both languages the words mean to miss the mark.  And in the Hebrew of the feet in stumbling.  Sin is the thought, the word or the act of sin and not the condition of being in sin.  It can be willful or not but whether a sin of cognizance or of ignorance, blame is attached.  The one doing sin is guilty of sin.
Iniquity:  Hebrew AV-EN Greek adikia  (only twice in NT).  In the Hebrew this was especially connected with idolatry.  Because that is the worship of something or someone that is not God it came to mean vanity or emptiness.  It is seen as more of a condition of behavior than a specific act.  A course of bad actions flowing from the fallen nature.

Trespass:  Hebrew ASH-AM Greek paraptwma + In the Greek it means to fall along side.  It is seen in both Hebrew and Greek as that which is done out of ignorance but when the breach is known it requires forgiveness.
This becomes important in understand the process or mechanics described in this verse because a fellow believer who is caught up in a trespass may not be aware of his sin.  And you may have to teach this to him.
NOW Paul that has stated the possible situation we THEN have a command to believers

You that are spiritual, restore such a one.

The command is to the spiritual believers, those who are in fellowship and thus filled with the Spirit and functioning on principles of doctrine.

RESTORE is the Greek word KATARTIZMOS , which is translated perfecting in Ephesians 4:12

In the Gospels it was what James and John were doing when Jesus called them to be fishers of me.  They were repairing their broken fishing nets.  Thus, repair them to be used again.


The idea of a broken net is that it is useless as is the believer who is O.O.F.

The Spiritual believer helps restore, mend, or fix the believer who is O.O.F. so that believer can again be used in the plan of God.

TWO WARNINGS ARE given in this restoration process:

1. In a spirit of meekness (humility), set aside arrogance, yes they are OOF and you are in fellowship, this time!  Don’t ever say I would never do that, you just may.
2. Considering thyself lest thou also be tempted:
Tempted to judge and gossip about them

Tempted to excuse their sin as not being sin

Tempted to join in with them in their sin




