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GALATIANS, CHAPTER SIXPRIVATE 


LESSON:  \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Galatians 2007\Gal 06e.doc

INTRODUCTION:
One of the most sufficient lost moment of history occurred in In 1269
Kublai Khan ruler of China sent a request from Peking to Rome for a hundred wise men of the Christian religion...And so I shall be baptized, and when I shall be baptized all my baron and great men will be baptized, and their subjects baptized, and so there will be more Christians here than there are in your parts. 

In making that request he was forecasting the potential for the greatest mass religious movement the world has ever seen. The history of all Asia would have been changed. 
But what actually happened? Pope Gregory X answered by sending two Dominican friars. They got as far as Armenia, could endure no longer and returned home. So passed the great missionary opportunity in the history of the church. 

In Galatians Chapter Six Paul is going to remind his readers and us of opportunity 

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO GALATIANS CHAPTER SIX, v 7
v 7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
v 8  This looks at the proverb of sowing and reaping in relationship to the believer only:  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

We have a choice; sow to the flesh or to the Spirit:

We have an old nature, a sin nature, the old man, the OSN, the flesh:

Ephesians 4:22  that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted (present, passive, participle - right now) in accordance with the lusts of deceit
Colossians 3:9  Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,


Having put off precedes then the main verb of do not lie. 

Our New Nature:  Turn to II Peter 1:4

For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
NOTE:  That you might be:  Here is IVA  to introduce a purpose clause and the verb in an aorist, middle, subjunctive.

A time future because this was not true of these believers but Peter wanted then to partake of the divine nature.

THEREFORE: You are a new creature with potential of partaking of the divine nature.  But you still have an O.S.N. and you can crank up the Old Man.  The choice is yours.

QUESTION:  Why are we seeing such a tremendous amount of strange teaching going on and coming from so many quarters?

Dr. Earl Radmacher (President of Western Conservative Seminary)  says it is because of the Tragedy of Protracted Infancy in the Church today:

Quoting:  We have what might be called the largest spiritual nursery in American history.  Many who profess to be born again unfortunately have remained babes in Christ and have not moved on to spiritual maturity.
WHY IS THIS THEN A BREEDING ground for false doctrine?  Because sincere Pastors try to figure out why people have been saved for years with no change.  Thus they come up with they were not really saved to begin with or they lost their salvation on and on.
Around here we loved infants, even in Christ, but we will do everything in our might to eliminate protracted infancy in the Church.

Hebrews 5:12  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
Back to Galatians 6:9

v 9  In the midst of false doctrine, legalism, error we have Paul’s encouragement:    And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.
Here the word good is KALOS rather than the Divine good term AGATHOS.

Reason:  We do not get weary in doing good as it is compared to others even when everyone else seems to be doing far less than good.

HUMAN NATURE will see us looking at ourselves in relationship to others.  But don't let it get you down.  You may be the only person in you profession who doesn’t cheat on taxes, or skim off the top.

Any standard, you may feel very alone in comparison to others.  Don't let them wear you down.

THEN THE PROMISE:  We shall reap, if we fail not.
v 10  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith (fellow believers)
THE WORD OPPORTUNITY  IS the same word translated due time in the previous verse:

It is KAIROS   And is one of three words used for time in the N.T.  We also have CHRONOS  and ORA , from which we get Chronology and Hour.

While KAIROS is often used to denote a specific or period of time, it also carries a technical meaning:

1. Consider its use in Classical Greek:  KARIOS could have a locative sense, meaning the right spot, the suitable place.  It characterized a critical situation which demanded a decision.  Thus, opportunity taken or lost.
2. The Greeks distinguished the stream of human progress (CHRONOS) with KAIROS as being individual period or points in time which can be effected by human decision.

3. When used in the LXX it denoted the right moment.  It was used to draw attention to God's ordering of events that provided opportunity for believers to make the right decisions.

4. In the N.T. the word is used to show that the incarnation of Christ was a unique KAIROS, a new era, the dawning of a time of true divine righteousness.


Romans 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
5. In our post-incarnation dispensation we live in a time of Christ's righteousness. 

We are part of that time from the moment we believe in Christ as our Savior . . . that is taking an opportunity He gives to us.

6. In this dispensation we still come up against the harsh reality of the times, we face bad times.  But God who has given us this time also gives us the privileged and opportunity to make decisions, right decisions in time.

7. Some Scriptures on your use of Time:


Romans 13:11-14  And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the amour of light.  Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.

I Corinthians 7:29  But this I say, brethren, the time is short:

Ephesians 5:16  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  



NOTE:  This is followed by the mandate to be F/HS


Colossians 4:5  Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.
8. Therefore:  You redeem the time by making right decisions in points or periods of time.  And the right decisions are made when they fully utilize God's provisions.

Let us do good unto all men.

That is a right thing to do that will come from right decisions.


Here we have AGATHOS, Divine Good from M.I.P. available to us.

Paul then brings a picture of unity to these Galatian believers who are split along the lines of Grace and Legalism:


Especially unto then who are of the household of faith.

ESPECIALLY FELLOW BELIEVERS

GALATIANS SIX, v 11

In Galatians 6:11-18 we find Paul's summary and conclusion of the letter.
I have always been fascinated with motivation, what motivates one person and does not another.  Why are some believers so motivated to learn the Word and others not.  One interesting story about motivation goes like this:

A 300 pound man told his pastor, I'm so depressed and I can't get any dates? He went on to say  I've tried everything to lose weight.
I think I can help,? said the pastor. Be dressed in your sweats and ready to go tomorrow at 8 a.m.
Next morning, a beautiful woman in a skintight exercise suit knocked on the man's door. If you can catch me, you can kiss me,? she said, as she took off and he huffed and puffed after her.

This routine went on every day for the next five months. The man lost 115 pounds and felt confident that he would catch the woman the next day. That morning he whipped open his front door and found a 300-pound woman in a jogging suit waiting for him.  She told him, The pastor said to tell you, that if I can catch you, I can kiss you. 

v 11  See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.

CORRECTED:  You (plural) see in how large letters I wrote to you with my own hand.
This verse has conjured up almost every interpretation one could think of . . . including Paul's bad eyesight, to the idea that part of this letter was lost.

LET'S UNDERSTAND PAUL'S STYLE OF WRITING:

1. Normally, learned men in the ancient world used an Amanuensis (pronounced A-MAN-YOU-WEN-SIS).  This was a secretary who took dictation.

Romans 16:22   I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.
Ter-ti-us was Paul's amanuensis while in Corinth.

2. For the sake of speed, the amanuensis wrote in Konia Greek cursive style.  Mostly lower case with division between words and even some primitive punctuation.

3. Scholars and educated men, like Paul, used a Uncial Style (that's UN-SE-AL).  Which was all caps, one inch high, no spaces between word nor any punctuation.

EXAMPLE:   YOUSEEHOWLARGELETTERSIWRITE

Now we could not read English written that way but Greek can be read that way.  They even have a final letter S when things got confusing.

4. According to I Corinthians 16:22, Colossians 4:18, and II Thessalonians  3:17, Paul would employ an amanuensis to take down his dictation, then add a salutation in his own hand.

Thus the letter was cursive and Paul's last remarks were uncial 
5. BUT, when the recipients made copies, they used the uncial style.  Thus the copies we have of the inspired books of the N.T. are uncial.

6. Therefore, if you were to find the original copy of say Romans, it would be in cursive except for the salutation.  True of every N.T. letter except Galatians.

Paul wrote Galatians himself, all uncial style, no use of a secretary.

PRINCIPLE IN THIS:  Verse 11 emphasizes how urgent Paul thought this matter was.  He did not bother with a secretary but immediately took steps to address the problem.

This reminder at this verse makes readers aware of Paul's attitude.

COMMENT:  I also believe he wrote the letter at one setting.



