PAGE  
8

ISAIAH CHAPTER TWENTY EIGHT
LESSON: \OTBOOKS\ISAIAH\Isaiah 28a.doc

LESSON:  \DOCTRINE\Grace and Faith 01.doc
LESSON: \NTBOOKS\GALATIANS\Gal 03g Grace and Faith.doc 
INTRODUCTION:

I recently heard a pastor give what he claimed was the most comprehensive invitation to salvation in the Bible.  He quoted from James 4:7-10: Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.
He then concluded by saying, if you do that you will be saved.  That passage includes no less than eleven things you must do to be saved . . . and leaves out the only thing that will save and that is faith in Jesus Christ.

WHY is it that 2000 years after the Cross, 500 years after Martin Luther proclaimed solo fides, faith alone, that we are still very confused on the simplest thing, salvation by faith in Christ?

We find ourselves in a sea of false gospels.  
But this is nothing new, in Paul’s first epistle, Galatians, he stated in Galatians 1:6-7  I am amazed (not at sin but at false teaching)  that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another (because it cannot save)

There are really only two gospels, the right one which is God’s gospel of grace and then all the other wrong gospels of works.

BUT HERE IS THE INTERESTING thing; those who hold to wrong gospels support their errors with the Bible.  

In other words, they get their false gospels out of the same book from which we get the gospel of grace . . . and that is not by mistake, that is by divine plane and purpose and this morning, before we go on with Galatians Chapter Three, we are going to answer the question of where false, law, works Gospels come from and why.

OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO ISAIAH CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT, verse 9

While the series I am beginning today will be a part of the Galatians study I am also asking our media workers to list it separately on the website and make a separate MP3 series of it entitled The Gospel for Christians:  Grace and Faith.  
v 9    To whom would He teach knowledge? And to whom would He interpret the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken from the breast?
This begins a new paragraph in Isaiah 28, the Lord is speaking to the prophet and the people of Judah and asking questions.

The first question:  To whom would He teach knowledge?
The one referred to, the HE is the Lord Jesus Christ when He comes to His own as we have recorded in the Gospels.

The second question is parallel to the first:  And to whom would He interpret the message?
Both questions assume that the knowledge ad the message already exist.  And they do and they have since eternity past.  
The knowledge is the knowledge of God’s grace and the message is the message of man’s faith.

You hear part of that almost every Sunday:  II Corinthians 9:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.
The knowledge God wants us to have is the knowledge of Grace

In Acts 4:4 we find that the message is the message that calls men to believe:  But many of those who had heard the message believed
The two questions are answered for us in the Gospels, many times but one is found in Matthew 11:1 And it came about that when Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities.

Matthew 4:23  And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom . . .
John 1: 11  He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.
The answer then of To Whom is to the Jews.  When the promised Messiah comes he will come to teach and interpret to them the ever existing message of the Grace of God and man’s required response of faith.
We then have in v 9 a negative answer.  There are ways in Hebrew of asking a question that requires a NO answer and here is one:

Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken from the breast?
This is a description of a very young child.  And in contrast to the Jews this would be the Gentiles.

Remember John 1:11  He came to His own (the Jews), and those who were His own did not receive Him.
But then read John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name
So when Jesus came he came to teach Israel but Israel rejected His teaching.
Early in His earthly ministry Jesus said My time has not yet come.  But then, in Jerusalem, just prior to the Cross some Gentiles came to Philip and said (John 12:20-21)  We seek Jesus.

Philip did not know what to make of this so he went to Andrew and then they came to Jesus.  Upon hearing that Gentiles were seeking Him, He said My hour or time has come 
So the Jews will reject the Messiah and His teaching and the reason for this rejection is given in the next verse of Isaiah 28.  It is a reason that was festering in Isaiah’s day, 700 years before Christ would come.
v 10  For [He says], Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there.
You will notice that in the NASV the words He says are in italics.  They are not in the Hebrew text.  This is not what the Lord will say but what the religious leaders and teachers of Isaiah’s day are saying.  And they are saying it in Isaiah’s day and will continue saying it up to the time of the first incarnation.
The NIV translates this:  For it is: Do and do, do and do, rule on rule, rule on rule ; a little here, a little there.
For it is gives us the reason for the Messiah to teach knowledge and interpret the message.  Because the Jews have made the message works.

Do and do, do and do:  This is what they believed God wanted what God was looking for, for them to being doing works.  

Exodus 24:7  Then he [Moses] took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!   (Five times they said that)

They think:  I will do for God and then God will do for me.  Do something to be saved, to be blessed, to be prospered, to recover from sins, do something and God will do for them.

Rule on rule, rule on rule:  This rule is a measuring line.  So it is standard to which they would measure up.  So many prayers a day, so many tithes given, so many Scriptures read.  So here are the rules they must live within and if they do they would measure up.

AND NOTICE THIS: They had faith in that doing and faith I the rules.  They believed that if they did these things God would save, pardon, bless.
So they had faith but it is in the wrong thing.  It was faith in their doing.  This is like today, people will tell you they live by faith and they have faith that if they tithe God will prosper them.  Is that the faith God is looking for?  NO
I have faith that if I am baptized I will be saved?  NO
I have faith that if I sincerely pray I will be delivered from sins?  NO
QUESTION:  Is our faith in our doing or in what God has done?

NOW WHERE did they get this doing and doing and these rules and rules?

A little here, a little there:  [Hebrew:  zeer sham zeer shame].  They get their doing and their rules and laws from the Bible, a little here, a little there.  They selectively go into the Bible and pick what they want to use and ignore the rest.
Mark 7:9  and 13  He was also saying to them, You nicely set aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition . . . thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and you do many things such as that.
They will search the Scriptures and gather a little here and a little there to support their rules and laws.  They make a list of rules 

Their law, their traditions = A List

This verse, v 10, has one view of God.  That man must do for God before God will do for man.  

And with that view in hand, man makes his lists of what he must do to get from God.  Denominations, churches, councils, seminaries, movements, pastors all have THEIR list and they have verses to back them up.  

And it is all based on their view of God . . . PEOPLE your view of God is critical to your understanding of God and His grace.

Most people, most Christians have a view of God that says if I do for God He will do for me and that is legalism and leaves no room for grace.
Now the next verse is prophetic of what will happen when the Jews reject the message of the Messiah, the message of grace.  God will continue to teach the message through Gentiles.
v 11  Indeed, He will speak to this people Through stammering lips and a foreign tongue,
This is prophetic of the day of Pentecost and one aspect of the past ministry of speaking I tongues or foreign languages.

You can find more information on this in any of the lessons we have done on the temporary gift of tongues.  For now we will move on to v 12
v 12  He who said to them, Here is rest, give rest to the weary, And, Here is repose, but they would not listen.
He is God’s message of Grace.  Here is rest; [I] give rest to the weary.
What is the one thing you are not doing when you are resting?  WORK!
The first word for rest looks at a resting place.  The second word for rest is the rest that God can give.  In Genesis it is used for the supernatural rest of God even in the most dangerous situations.
The word is NU-ACH and is one of the Hebrew words for faith

Matthew 11:28-29  Jesus said: Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. 
WHAT IS WEIGHING THEM DOWN?  Not sins, sins were taken to the Cross.  They are weighed down by do and do, rule and rule.

The teachers of the Law took the law and made it a burden on the people and when it was found that they could not keep the law, more laws were made.

Matthew 23:2-4  Religious leaders’ laws.

Matthew 23:23-28
Back to Isaiah 28:12  And, Here is repose:  This word look at security so God is offering a secure rest a part from any work of man.
Rest, in the Scriptures is always a result of God’s Grace and man’s faith.

We even have a doctrine that we call Faith – Rest 
So in vv 10 and 12 we have two very different views of God.  In verse 10 we have the view that says man must do for God before God will do for him.  That man has his list and when he keeps his list God will save, deliver, bless.

In verse 12 we have a very different view of God.  Here God is giving, offering rest to the ones who have been wearied by the demands, rules, laws and doing of v 10.
God gives a secure place of rest in what He has done.

WHAT IS YOUR VIEW OF GOD?
THE NEXT WORDS in v 12 are perhaps the saddest words in the Bible.

But they would not listen.
God offers grace and they were not willing to listen to it.  They rejected grace for law.  They rejected rest for working.  
Jeremiah ran head on into this problem a 100 years later, Jeremiah 22:33 And they have turned their back to Me, and not their face; though I taught them, teaching again and again, they would not listen and receive instruction.
The worse condition man can be in is to not listen to God’s grace
NOW IF the last words of verse 12 are the saddest words in the Bible, verse 13 is the most frightening.
v 13  So the word of the LORD to them will be, Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there, That they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken captive.

Notice the first word SO.  This is the Hebrew particle WE-HA-YAH and looks at a result or a conclusion.
So as a result of their not listening to the message of God’s grace and faith and rest, the word of the Lord . . . this phrase is found more than 250 times in the Bible and is synonymous with Truth and with the Gospel.  It is distinct from the Word of God, as we would use it for the Bible.  Not all the Bible is the words of the Lord, the Bible contains the words of Satan, the words of man, of unbelievers.
So this verse tells us what the Gospel will be to these who reject Grace through faith.

Their Gospel will be what it was for the religious crowd back in Isaiah’s day:

So the word of the LORD to them will be, Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there,
NIV:  So then, the word of the LORD to them will become: Do and do, do and do, rule on rule, rule on rule; a little here, a little there-- so that they will go and fall backward, be injured and snared and captured.
PLEASE NOTICE:  This is not the word of the Lord, it is the Word of Lord to them, what they see, what they get out of the Bible.

Every time they open the Bible, search the Scriptures they will see do and do, rules and rules, law and works.

Remember Galatians 1:6-7 there are two Gospels, but one is really not a gospel because it cannot save or deliver.

Why would God do this?  Why would God make them see nothing but Law in the Word of His Grace?  Why would God allow His Word to become something it is NOT!  Here is the answer:
That they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken captive.
That . . . purpose statement.  Here is the reason:  That they will find that they cannot keep the law they have established.  If they try to do for God, if they try to live under law, if they try works they will fail.

Warren Weirsbe often said works do not work.  And they don’t but it may only be by trying to live by Law and Works that one will see that works do not works.
We have two words, stumble backwards.  The first is to stumble, totter through the weakness of the legs.  To fail in utter weakness.
They stumble over two things:

FIRST:  They stumble over grace and faith.  They refuse it, they reject it.  The idea of receiving the work of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit by simple faith is too much for them, so they stumble over grace.

This is later described in Isaiah 28:16  Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.
NOW COMPARE THIS with Romans 9:30-33

SECOND:  They stumble over the Law.  This is what the Law is designed to do, to make you realize you cannot keep it., that you will fail if you try to keep the Law.  Doing Law, keeping a list is designed to show you how weak and frail you are.
Worse thing that can happen to a person is to be successful in keeping their list.
Notice also how they are to fall, BACKWARDS, when you fall backwards you are going to hurt something.  When you fall forward you can usually catch yourself, break your fall.

But when you fall back wards you hurt something and what is hurt is your false view of God, your arrogance in thinking that if you do for God, God will have to then do for you.

Broken, Law injuries:  You find that the Law does not work
And snared:  You are trapped by your list

And captured:  In the prison of works that do not work

And it is from that injured, broken, snared and captured position of trying to live by works, by thinking you must do something for God, you may, MAY, discover grace.

MOST OF THE people I know who have discovered the life of Grace and Faith, not just at salvation but in the living of the Christian Life have done so only after falling backwards, being broken, snared and captured.

CONCLUSION TO THIS POINT:  God has designed this book, His Word, the Bible to both reveal and to conceal.
Illustration of that point:  The Parables.  He who has the ears of grace and faith let them hear.  Others just hear a nice story about how to plant crops and find something that is lost of a warning for sons not to waste their inheritance.

But from v 10 and v 12 we see there are two Gospels.  One that works, the Gospel of Grace and Faith and Rest.  And the other that does not work, the Gospel of Law and Works and Lists.

And both can found in the Bible.  It all depends on what is your view of God?
