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OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO the Book of Job
The book of Job is the first OT book.  Moses wrote the Pentateuch to Israel during the time of the Exodus, 1440 BC.  But the book of Job predates those books by more than 600 years.

[See Slide on proofs Job predates Abraham]

Why is that important?  The Old Testament consists of thirty-nine books.  The first books in order are the Pentateuch written by Moses to Israel in the wilderness.  Then we have the books of the history of Israel, then the poets of Israel, then the Major and Minor Prophets of Israel.
When we look at the Old Testament we see it as being written to ISRAEL . . . 

EXCEPT FOR ONE BOOK which does not mention Israel, Abraham, Moses, the Law ad was most likely written prior to the time God even called Abraham.  The books of JOB
We see many races today, God sees only two; Jews and Gentiles

We are Gentiles and the Book of Job was not written to Jews but to Gentiles at a time in which there were only Gentiles on the face of the earth.

Most commentaries write about Job being a great literary work, which it is, but of it being the story of undeserved suffering.  While it does deal with that, most commentaries miss the main point of the account.
The book of Job begins in heaven with God and Satan debating over mankind.

Job Chapter One:

v 7     And the LORD said to Satan, From where do you come? Then Satan answered the LORD and said, From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.

v 8     And the LORD said to Satan, Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.

v 9     Then Satan answered the LORD, Does Job fear God for nothing?

v 10  Hast Thou not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.
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Satan is already Satan, the accuser, he is fallen.  He is not in Hell, he has access to heaven.  
He accuses God of unfairness.  That Job is only worshipping God because God blesses Job and his family.  

Satan is allowed to bring suffering to Job, first by loss of wealth and family and then personally by way of disease.

Job Chapter Two: 

So Satan’s first attack is the argument is that God is not dealing fairly in the conflict.  That God is bribing Job to worship Him.  But this did not work.  Argument failed. 

Job 2:10b  In all this Job did not sin with his lips
So with Job alone, on the ash heap (place that was sterile) Satan begins the second line of attack which is twofold:
1. First line of attack is that God is not able to save.

2. The Second line of attack is that since God is not able to save, man is under the principle of good and evil, and any harm that befalls man is a result of man’s sin (there is no grace).

So the next ones to appear on the scene are Job’s three friends
v 11b   Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an appointment together to come to sympathize with him and comfort him.
The three men came together in unity, with a purpose.  To sympathize with Job and to comfort him. 

These two words, sympathize and comfort, are the Hebrew NUD and NAC-HAM which cam be translated totter or weaken and repent or change the mind.

Their intention was then to get Job to change his mind, to see God as a God of judgment who is just waiting for the opportunity to judge and cause to suffer those who sin.
THEY WANTED TO change Job’s view of God

Their speeches contain a lot of truth but they also contain enough error to make what they say wrong.

Look at Job 4:6  Eliphaz speaks:  Is not your fear [of God] your confidence, And the integrity of your ways your hope?
Eliphaz sees man’s confidence and hope being in secular humanism not in God

Look at vv 7-9  This is the view of God the three friends are promoting, the basic instinct 
Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? Or where were the upright destroyed?  According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity And those who sow trouble harvest it.  By the breath of God they perish, And by the blast of His anger they come to an end.

About this time Eliphaz sees a need to tell Job his source for this great wisdom:

Read Job 4:12-21  This is NOT how God reveals truth

But it is here that we begin the first questions from these friends that give voice to Satan’s accusation that God is not able to deliver mankind.

These questions which are really accusations continue up to Job 32 when a fourth friend who was there all along speaks:
Job 32:1-3  Then these three men ceased answering Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.  But the anger of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram burned; against Job his anger burned, because he justified himself before God.  And his anger burned against his three friends because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.
The name Elihu means He is my God!   Elihu is a picture of Jesus Christ

Elihu speaks to Job Chapter 38 and then God speaks directly to Job.

So the three so called friends of Job . . .  whose words are they speaking?  Satan’s words.

REMEMBER, Satan lost the first argument on the unfairness of God so now he is going to attack the inability of God to save mankind and that attack and the argument and the divine answer is found in the rest of the Bible.  Understanding these accusations will allow you to understand the entire Bible.
TEN ACCUSATIONS against God:

Job 4:17  (Two questions)  Can mankind be just before God? Can a man be pure before his Maker?
Mankind is the unbeliever so the question asks can the UB be justified before God.

Remember I told you that there are ways in Hebrew of asking a question that requires a negative response?  These questions are like that.  

Man is the believer so the question is how can the believer be pure before his maker.

Pure is the Hebrew TA-HER and means clean

Job 8:3   (Two Questions)  Does God pervert justice Or does the Almighty pervert what is right?
The word pervert means to cheat or make crooked.  Satan is saying God cannot cheat when it comes to his justice or cheat when it comes to what is right.
And that is true, God cannot, will not.  But the question implies that this would be the only way God could justify, save, deliver man and He will not do it.

Job 9:2   Here is Job falling for the lie:  But how can a man be in the right before God?
Job is beginning to buy into the accusations that God is not able to save

Job 14:4  This is Job’s conclusion:  Who can make the clean out of the unclean? No one!
No one, not even God can make the clean out of the unclean.

REMEMBER THAT ACCUSATION, we will get back to that one later in our study and see that the conclusion is wrong. 
Job 15:14   Job’s conclusion emboldens his friends and Satan so the accusations become stronger (Two questions):  What is man, that he should be pure, Or he who is born of a woman, that he should be righteous?
Here the accusation is in the future tense.  Man can never be pure.  And then a veiled reference to the Lord Jesus Christ Who is to be born or woman.  Notice how it is HE, singular
Satan knows this and has known it ever since the fall and promise of the Savior in Genesis 3:15

Job 25:4     Turn to this chapter, here is the final accusation:  How then can a man be just with God? Or how can he be clean who is born of woman?
In this chapter Bildad really shows his hand.  
v 1  Then Bildad the Shuhite answered,

v 2  Dominion and awe belong to Him Who establishes peace in His heights.

v 3  Is there any number to His troops? And upon whom does His light not rise?
vv 2-3 look back to the prehistoric conflict between God and Satan and concludes that the only reason God won was that He had more troops
v 4  How then can a man be just with God? Or how can he be clean who is born of woman?

v 5  If even the moon has no brightness And the stars are not pure in His sight,
The moon is a picture of Lucifer, Satan.  The stars are Satan’s fallen angles
v 6  How much less man, that maggot, And the son of man, that worm!
He calls man a maggot, an off spring of a fly, and later Satan will be called Beelzebub, the prince of flies.
The son of man, direct reference to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Lord Jesus Christ is first called the son of man in Isaiah.  And then in Daniel the Son of Man is the one who will rule forever.

In the Gospels Jesus is called the Son of Man 86 times

Bildad calls the Lord Jesus a worm, Hebrew TO-LEAH and this was the worm that later would be used to make the crimson dye of ancient royal robes

In Psalm 22:6 Jesus is called a worm and so in answering Bildad and Satan God will say, Yes, and I will crush this worm to bring about what you say is impossible.

So in these question, arguments, accusations, Satan is saying God cannot:
1. Make the UB just

2. Make the Believer clean

3. That he can not make the clean out of the unclean

4. That he cannot make man pure

5. He cannot make man righteous

Summed up, that God cannot save, deliver or pardon so man is just left to do the best he can and hope in the end that God will no judge him.

Ad that is the accusation of Satan even now, that man has no hope, that Jesus Christ does not matter, and with man’s basic instinct he falls right into the trap of works.

WHERE DID JOB end up in all of this?

Job 42:1-2  Then Job answered the LORD, and said, I know that Thou canst do all things, And that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.
The book of Job sets the stage for the rest of the Bible.
REMEMBER, Job is not written to Israel but to the entire human race.

HERE IS THE FLOW OF THE WHOLE BIBLE:

The book of Job starts the divine record and sees God and Satan debating in heaven.  Satan loses the first argument on the unfairness of God but them launches into a second longer argument that is a challenge that no one, not even God can save or deliver man.
This conflict that begins in Job is an extension of the prehistoric angelic conflict that resulted from Satan’s arrogance and desire to be like God.  

The great battle centers on who is sufficient to be God and thus able to save and deliver.  

In Isaiah 14:12-14 we have the five I wills of Satan in which he declares that he is sufficient to be just like God.

This is a challenge to God’s glory and it ends in Revelation with glorification of Jesus Christ

The rest of the 38 books of the OT, written to Israel, are God’s declaration that He will do what Satan says He cannot do in Job.

This is best illustrated in Isaiah 43:10-13.  Now in Isaiah chapters 40-60 we have a conversation that God is having with Satan:
v 10   You are My witnesses (the Israelites), declares the LORD, And My servant whom I have chosen, In order that you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me.
v 11   I, even I, am the LORD; And there is no savior besides Me.
God says I alone will do it, I can make just, clean, pure, righteous, no one other than I can do it.
v 12   It is I who have declared and saved and proclaimed, And there was no strange god among you; So you are My witnesses, declares the LORD, And I am God.
God says he will do three things:  Declare, save, proclaim

v 13   Even from eternity I am He; And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; I act and who can reverse it?
Declare, save, proclaim
In the OT God declares that He will do it and that He will do it alone

In the Gospels God keeps His word and provides salvation to the world through His Son Jesus Christ.

He did it and He did it alone!  Man cannot help, man cannot participate,  the Law cannot do this, all man can do is believe in what God has done and done alone and be saved

Do you begin to see why the idea that we do for God and then God will do for us is so wrong?

Let me illustrate this:  Haggai 2:11-13 vs Mark 1:40-42
Haggai 2:11-13  Under the Law the clean cannot make the unclean clean
v 11   Thus says the LORD of hosts, Ask now the priests for a ruling:

v 12   If a man carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and touches bread with this fold, or cooked food, wine, oil, or any other food, will it become holy? And the priests answered and said, No.

v 13   Then Haggai said, If one who is unclean from a corpse touches any of these, will the latter become unclean? And the priests answered and said, it will become unclean.
Mark 1:40-42
v 40   And a leper came to Him, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying to Him, If You are willing, You can make me clean.

v 41   And moved with compassion, He stretched out His hand, and touched him, and said to him, I am willing; be cleansed.

v 42   And immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.
So who can make the unclean clean?  The Lord Jesus Christ!

And then, in Acts and the Epistles, God Proclaims:  

And that is what we do; we proclaim that God did it and He did it alone

